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Wilmette Park District 
Regular Meeting  

Board of Park Commissioners 
Monday, November 8, 2021 

7:30 pm – Village Hall Chambers Council 
 

AGENDA 
 
1.0 REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS CALLED TO ORDER 
 
2.0 CONSENT AGENDA 
  
 2.1 APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE MEETING HELD 

ON OCTOBER 13, 2021 
 2.2 APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING HELD ON 

OCTOBER 18, 2021 
 2.3 APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 2021 VOUCHER LIST 
 
3.0 THORNWOOD STORM WATER DESIGNS – VILLAGE PRESENTATION 
 
4.0 GILLSON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE – CONSULTANT PRESENTATION 
 
5.0  COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE 
 
6.0 PUBLIC COMMENT/RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
 
7.0 STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 7.1 LAKEFRONT COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
 7.2 GOLF OPERATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
 7.3 PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
     
 7.4 CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
   
  7.41 CONSIDERATION OF WEST PARK MASTER PLAN 
 
 7.5 FINANCIAL PLANNING & POLICY REPORT 
   
  7.51 TRUTH-IN-TAXATION RESOLUTION 2021-R-6 
 
 7.6 REAL ESTATE COMMITTEE REPORT 
   
 7.7 INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
    
8.0 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
   
9.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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10.0 NEW BUSINESS 
  
11.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 

If you are a person with a disability and need special accommodations to participate in and/or attend a 
Wilmette Park District meeting, please notify the Director’s Office at 847-256-6100. 



Approved July 9, 2018 

Wilmette Park District 
Policy for Public Comment 

 
The Board of Park Commissioners, in its regular or special meetings, is a deliberative 
body assembled to make decisions on new and pending matters affecting the District.  
Park Board and Committee meetings are meetings held in public, not a public meeting.  
The Board invites both oral and written communications from its residents. 
 
To facilitate the conduct of Board/Committee meetings, the following procedures will be 
followed: 
 

1. A section of each regular meeting is set aside for public comment and will be 
noted on the agenda as “Recognition of Visitors.”   

2. During the “Recognition of Visitors” agenda item, audience members should 
raise their hands and be recognized by the President/Chairperson prior to 
speaking. 

3. When recognized by the President/Chairperson, each audience member should 
identify themselves and limit speaking to no more than three (3) minutes, unless 
additional time is granted by the President/Chairperson. 

4. Questions are to be directed to the entire Board/Committee. 
5. Park Board members may, by addressing the President/Chairperson, interrupt a 

presenter to obtain clarification and/or further information. 
6. A Board/Committee meeting is not a forum for complaints against individual 

employees.  Such matters are handled by directly contacting the Executive 
Director. Complaints against the Executive Director should be handled by directly 
contacting the President of the Board of Park Commissioners. 

7. During presentation and discussion of agenda items, the President/Chairperson 
will not recognize speakers in the audience unless the Board/Committee desires 
additional information from an audience member. 

8. When addressing the Board/Committee, all persons permitted to speak shall 
confine their remarks to the matter at hand and avoid personal remarks, the 
impugning of motives, and merely contentious statements.  If any person 
indulges in such remarks or otherwise engages in conduct injurious to the civil 
discourse of the Board/Committee and the meeting, the President/Chairperson 
may immediately terminate the opportunity to speak.  This decision is at the 
discretion of the President/Chairperson or upon the affirmative vote of two-thirds 
(2/3) of the park board commissioners present.   

9. Any person, except a member of the Board, who engages in disorderly conduct 
during a meeting, may be ejected from the meeting upon motion passed by a 
majority of the Board present. 



Calendar of Events - Calendar of Events – November & December 2021 
 

Date Time Event Location 
November 3 6 p.m. GCP Open House CRC 
November 7 9 a.m. Messy Morning CRC 
November 7 Noon Build your own Charcuterie 

Board 
Mallinckrodt 

November 8  7 p.m. Self Defense CRC 
November 9 11:30 a.m. Storybook Theatre Circle CRC 
November 11 9:30 a.m. 1 & 2 Art Exploration CRC 
November 12 6 p.m. Daddy Daughter Dance  Michigan Shores 
November 12 6:30 p.m. Family Art Night CRC 
November 13 All Day WCT Minis Auditions CRC 
November 14 1 p.m. Teddy Bear Picnic CRC 
November 14 3 p.m.  Family Ninja Night CRC 
November 16 11 a.m. Free Medicare Workshop Mallinckrodt 
November 17 12:30 p.m. Movie & Lunch Mallinckrodt 
November 19 All Day Take-home Gingerbread Kits 

available 
CRC 

November 20 9 a.m. Thanksgiving LEGO workshop CRC 

November 26 10 a.m. Blood Drive CRC 
November 30 8 a.m. Resident Registration opens Multiple locations 
December 1, 3, 4 Multiple Times Gingerbread House 

Workshops 
CRC 

December 2 11 a.m. Free Medicare Workshop Mallinckrodt 
December 3, 4, 5 2 & 7 p.m. The Nutcracker CRC 

December 4 8:30 a.m. Breakfast with Santa WGC 
December 7 8 a.m. Non-Resident Registration 

opens 
Multiple locations 

December 7 11:30 a.m. Storybook Theatre Circle CRC 
December 7 Noon Holiday Party Mallinckrodt 
December 9 9:30 a.m. 1 & 2 Art Exploration CRC 
December 9 6:30 p.m. Adult Gingerbread House 

Workshop 
Lakeview 

December 10 6:30 p.m. Family Art Night CRC 
December 12 1 p.m. Preschool Nutcracker 

Workshop 
CRC 

December 13  7 p.m. Self Defense CRC 
December 13 & 
14 

Multiple Times WCT Auditions CRC 

December 14 5:30 p.m. Magic Class CRC 
December 30 10:30 a.m. New Year’s Brunch Mallinckrodt 



   

 
Page 1 of 10 

 

 
 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
Commissioners: President Mike Murdock, Vice President Julia Goebel, Cecilia Clarke, 
Patrick Duffy, Kara Kosloskus, Allison Frazier and Lindsay Anderson. 
 
Secretary/Executive Director: Steve Wilson 
 
Staff:  
 
Visitors: Andrew Paine, Park Board Attorney 
 
ABSENT 
None 

 
1.0 MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 6:07 p.m. 
A. ROLL CALL TAKEN 

 
Commissioner Duffy joined the meeting at 6:15 p.m. 
 

2.0 COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE 
Commissioner Clarke noted there was no correspondence received regarding 
the agenda item.   
 

3.0 PUBLIC COMMENT/RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
Commissioner Clarke facilitated public comment. The Attendance Sheet will 
become part of the permanent record. 
 
No one from the public chose to comment.  

 
4.0 NEW BUSINESS 

 
4.1 ADMINISTRATION OF THE OATH OF OFFICE 
 
Director Wilson administered the Oath of Office to Lindsay Anderson, the newly 
appointed Board of Park Commissioner. Lindsay Anderson then took her place 
upon the dais.  
 
4.2 REVIEW OF BOARD OPERATIONS MANUAL – DISCUSSION 
 
Commissioner Clarke advised that the Committee last met on July 12 to review the 
Board Operations Manual. At that time, the Board agreed upon changes to comply 

WILMETTE PARK DISTRICT 
Committee-of-the-Whole  

Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, October 13, 2021 

6:00 p.m. – Village Hall Chambers Council 
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with the current Illinois State Statute. The Board deferred a number of Sections 
that were more of a policy decision and that needed to be discussed in detail, which 
will be the focus of tonight. Commissioner Clarke further advised that the Board 
received a memorandum from Andrew Paine, the Park Board Attorney, regarding 
his suggested changes and what had been agreed upon thus far.  
 
Per Mr. Paine’s memorandum, Sections 2.01 through Section 2.08 were discussed 
by the Board and have been settled. 
 
President Murdock acknowledged correspondence from Walter Keats that was not 
included in the meeting packet in which he provided a fairly substantial 
memorandum with some suggestions to the Board Manual, starting with changes 
to the Oath of Office. President Murdock noted he is comfortable with the Oath of 
Office as is but wanted to recognize Mr. Keats and stated the Board may adopt 
some changes he had proposed throughout their review. 
 
Section 2.09 – Commissioner Clarke stated the Order of Business applies to all 
regular Board meetings. She asked if the Board would like to extend this to 
Committee meetings as well. She suggested that the Board adopt to extend to 
Committee meetings considering Committee meetings are already doing so in 
practice. While Committee meetings do not routinely review Financial Reports, the 
language could be modified to allow flexibility. Also, she suggested that the exact 
order of each item be subject to change. She provided the example of currently 
allowing public comment after discussion. President Murdock agreed and asked 
the Board specifically indicate flexibility and that this is not rigid – recognizing that 
none of this is required. Mr. Paine stated that the Board may add language 
indicating that the list is not exclusive and that it is flexible. He suggested that if the 
Order of Business is extended to Committees that the Board also include this in 
the Committee Section because there are agenda items that appear in Section 
2.09 that do not appear in a Committee meeting such as the Executive Director’s 
Report. There was Board consensus that Mr. Paine’s suggestions be adopted. 
 
Section 2.10 – This Section had been discussed previously and a consensus was 
reached.  
 
Section 2.11 – Commissioner Clarke advised that this Section had been deferred 
previously, however, she could not recall why. Commissioner Kosloskus referred 
to her notes from the prior meeting and determined it had been deferred because 
Commissioner Clarke had labeled it a matter of policy for further discussion. 
President Murdock elaborated upon this by referring to Mr. Paine’s original 
memorandum in which Mr. Paine expressed concern in the event of a tie vote. 
President Murdock stated for the most part, it is fairly simple and straight forward 
in that if there is a tie vote, the motion fails. He would prefer to leave this section 
as is. Mr. Paine added that the only other point up for consideration was to adopt 
roll call votes for all motions so there is never a question of what the Board’s 
practice is. Commissioner Anderson asked if there was a reason other than 
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consistency to make this change. Commissioner Clarke noted that during Board 
meetings in virtual setting, the Board was required to conduct roll call votes. 
Commissioner Anderson stated it would be nice to have the flexibility to decide 
whether to conduct a voice vote or a roll call, particularly in regards to adjourning 
the meeting. The Board can always decide to conduct a roll call vote, however, the 
Board does not have to. There was Committee consensus that this section remain 
as is.  
 
Section 2.12 – This Section had been discussed previously and a consensus was 
reached in that there are no changes.  
 
Section 2.13 – This Section had been discussed previously and a consensus was 
reached in that there are no changes. 
 
Section 2.14 – This Section had been discussed previously and a consensus was 
reached to update the statutory citations. President Murdock noted that Mr. Paine 
had raised a question regarding whether the Board has the authority to remove an 
elected Officer. Mr. Paine advised that the Park Code provides one limited 
mechanism to remove a Commissioner and that is missing a set number of 
meetings as established by the Board. He clarified this extends to both Officers 
and Commissioners. Excluding that, the Board does not have the ability to remove 
an elected Officer. It was agreed that Mr. Paine would revise this paragraph to 
reflect that.  
 
Section 2.15 – President Murdock requested that male references be removed. 
Director Wilson advised that all gender references would be removed throughout 
the entire document as decided last Committee meeting. Mr. Paine added that for 
purposes of background, the language in this Section that relates to the President 
is more or less verbatim from the Park District Code. It is tracking the statutory 
requirement. He suggested this Section remain as is. Commissioner Clarke noted 
that there were inconsistencies between this Section and Section 2.05 in that 
Section 2.05 stated the Secretary calls a Special Meeting whereas in Section 2.15 
the President calls a Special Meeting. Mr. Paine advised that the language in 2.15 
is the correct statutory language. It is the President who initiates the Special 
Meeting either at his own behest or at the request of two Commissioners. Section 
2.05 references the Secretary doing this. Practically speaking, it is not a big deal. 
However, for the sake of consistency, Mr. Paine advised his will make this 
correction. Commissioner Clarke asked if the language referencing that the 
President shall preside at all Board meetings extends to Committee meetings as 
well. Mr. Paine clarified that this language differentiates between Regular or 
Special Board meetings. Committee Chairs are addressed in the Committee 
Section of the Board Manual. However, it is consistent with statute that the 
President Chair all Regular and Special Meetings. 
 
Section 2.16 – Commissioner Clarke asked if the Board would like to provide the 
Vice President additional duties. Vice President Goebel asked Director Wilson if 
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the Community Relations Committee is also the Intergovernmental Committee. 
Director Wilson stated they could be different, however, he thinks of them as one 
and the same. Although, this history was not well documented and the Community 
Relations Committee nor the Intergovernmental Committee has met in the fourteen 
years he has served as Executive Director. Commissioner Frazier noted there is a 
meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee currently being scheduled. 
Committee consensus remained to strike reference to the Community Relations 
Committee. There was subsequent discussion regarding the Vice President’s 
duties. Vice President Goebel added that the Vice President, as defined by the 
Board Manual, is simply a symbolic role. Historically, there had been an 
undocumented practice that the Vice President was considered President-Elect. 
She questioned what the purpose of the Vice President’s role is, if not defined by 
the Board. Commissioner Duffy dissented and stated the role is defined in the text. 
Vice President Goebel responded there are no additional responsibilities aside 
from the succession clause. Debate ensued regarding whether the Vice President 
should be President-Elect of the Board. Commissioner Anderson asked Mr. Paine 
what he has seen in best practice or other Districts regarding additional definition 
in the Vice President role. Mr. Paine advised he is aware of Districts that follow an 
informal process in which the Vice President is President-Elect. However, it is not 
an adopted practice. He also knows of other Park Districts in which the same 
individual has been President for over twenty years. One of the many areas in 
which Park Districts differ from Cities and Villages is that there is by design a 
different Board figure head than a Mayor. Other than running the Regular and 
Special Meetings, the President of the Park Board is treated the same as the other 
Commissioners. The idea was to create an equal Board which is why explicit duties 
are not written down. Commissioner Frazier added to be so specific will limit the 
Board and cause the Board to revisit the Board Manual more frequently than is 
necessary. She also noted to move the Vice President into the President role 
would take votes away from any newly elected Board members. President 
Murdock agreed and stated if the Board were to set a formal expectation, it would 
impose on another elected body. He further suggested term limits for the 
President’s role. Committee consensus was reached that no further changes be 
made to this Section beyond striking reference to the Community Relations 
Committee. 
 
At this point, Commissioner Clarke proposed that the Board conduct a routine 
review of the Board Manual. Mr. Paine advised that there is a Section in the Board 
Manual that addresses periodic review and it was determined at the last meeting 
that the Board would develop a reasonable timeframe for review. He asked 
Director Wilson if there is a recommended review through PRDMA or some other 
accreditation process. Director Wilson stated it is either three or five years through 
the State accreditation. Mr. Paine suggested the Board adopt whatever the 
accreditation calls for. 
 
Section 2.17 – Committee consensus was reached to strike reference to “acting 
under the general supervision of the President”. The sentence shall now read “The 
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Secretary need not be a member of the Board, and may be a paid employee, and 
shall act under the general supervision of the Board of Commissioners”.  
 
Section 2.18 – Commissioner Clarke proposed that the role of Treasurer be 
parallel to the Secretary role and that it be noted the Treasurer may also be a paid 
employee. Committee consensus was reached and Counsel was directed to draft 
proposed language clarifying the Treasurer may be a paid employee and make 
other adjustments necessary to align language with current statutory 
requirements. 
 
Section 2.19 – There was a brief discussion regarding the outdated reference to a 
Superintendent of Facilities. Director Wilson advised that this role has since 
merged with the Superintendent of Parks. Vice President Goebel proposed that if 
the Board Manual defines roles, that the language be softened so that it may be 
broadly representative of the types of roles. As an example, she noted the lack of 
a Superintendent of Community Relations and that the Board may require this in 
the future. Commissioner Clarke suggested specific language to the effect of “the 
employment of such Superintendents as become necessary for the proper 
operation of the Park District”. There was Committee consensus that Counsel draft 
said proposed language and strike reference to the Executive Director being an 
unofficial member of all park Committees. There was subsequent discussion as to 
whether the Executive Director must reside in the Village of Wilmette. 
Commissioner Clarke noted this is not a legal requirement and that it may limit the 
pool of potential candidates. President Murdock disagreed and stated the Board 
Manual states the Board may grant an exception to this rule. He interpreted the 
clause as it being a good thing that the Executive Director lives in the community 
in which he serves. Commissioner Kosloskus echoed President Murdock’s 
comments and added this is consistent with other School Districts and 
municipalities that require similar residency for the sake of knowledge and 
investment in the community. It speaks to the Board’s commitment to the public 
regarding the role of the Executive Director. Vice President Goebel agreed and 
asked the Board to be mindful of the fact that as property values continue to rise, 
salaries must rise in accordance for an Executive Director to be able to afford to 
live in Wilmette. She questioned why the Board Manual does not explicitly state 
that Commissioners must reside in Wilmette. Mr. Paine advised that can be added 
if the Board felt it necessary. However, regardless of whether that is in the Board 
Manual or not, it does not change what the law says. Vice President Goebel asked 
if the Board would like to include a cure clause if the state statute is not followed 
by a Commissioner. Commissioner Anderson recommended the Board not 
duplicate this in the Board Manual if it is already a part of state law. Director Wilson 
asked if there were gray areas regarding temporary relocation with the intent to 
move back to Wilmette. Mr. Paine clarified that if a Commissioner ceases to be a 
resident that implies the Commissioner left with the intent to abandon. This is 
covered in the Election Code and the Park District Code. Discussion ensued 
regarding whether residency for Commissioners should be included in the Board 
Manual as opposed to the governing Code. 
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It was agreed that Counsel add language to Section 2.01 to the effect of operations 
of the Commissioners are governed by applicable state law.  
 
Section 2.20 – Per Counsel’s original recommendation, no changes to this Section 
were made. 
 
Section 2.21 – Per Counsel’s original recommendation, no changes to this Section 
were made. 
 
Section 2.22 – Mr. Paine clarified that the intent of the language in this Section is 
that if the Board is employing someone to serve as an Officer, Treasurer or 
Secretary who is not a Board member and cannot receive compensation then it is 
the Board’s responsibility to set the compensation for that individual. It was agreed 
that Counsel shall clarify the language.  
 
Section 2.23 – It was agreed that Counsel make the applicable statutory related 
changes. Commissioner Clarke further noted that this Section identifies a vague 
procedure for filling Board vacancies and opened the floor to the Committee for 
comment. President Murdock noted the other process that was considered was 
adopting the Village’s process in which the Village Board President appointed the 
second highest vote earner from the most recent election. His personal feeling was 
to keep the Park District’s process for filling a Board vacancy as is because it 
worked well filling this most recent vacancy. Commissioner Clarke agreed and 
noted it was interesting that those who ran for the Park Board in the most recent 
election did not apply to fill the Board vacancy. President Murdock acknowledged 
that outlining a specific procedure for filling a vacancy is a departure from the 
flexibility the Board is attempting to achieve through the rest of the Board Manual 
updates. Mr. Paine agreed and did not recommend adopting such a policy that 
points to a specific person with a predetermined outcome such as the Village’s 
process of appointing the next closest vote earner. The current process for the 
Park Board does not tie the Board to a particular candidate – all is does is 
guarantee some level of transparency. Committee consensus was reached that 
the procedure outlined in the Board Manual regarding Board vacancy remain 
unchanged. Mr. Paine advised this Section also discusses the Board’s ability to 
remove Commissioners. He asked if the Committee is comfortable with the 
perimeters that are outlined in this Section, specifically failure to attend meetings. 
Commissioner Duffy stated the Board Manual allows a Commissioner to miss 
twelve meetings. He expressed concern over the high number of Committee 
meetings this Board has and noted that if a Commissioner were to get ill or go on 
vacation, their seat may be declared vacant. Commissioner Anderson pointed out 
that the Board Manual also includes a negligent component.  President Murdock 
noted the flexibility in the Board Manual by stating a vacancy may be declared as 
opposed to a requirement. Mr. Paine agreed and stated that a Commissioner’s 
actions would have to be egregious to trigger a declared vacancy. Committee 
consensus was reached that the procedure outlined in the Board Manual regarding 
the Board’s ability to remove a Commissioner remain unchanged. 
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Section 2.24 – There was a brief discussion regarding the use of the words 
“empowered” and “all” in the first sentence of this Section. Commissioner Clarke 
stated this sentence infringed on the Executive Director’s ability to do his job 
whereas Commissioner Anderson stated these words provided the Board the 
power to properly oversee the Executive Director. Mr. Paine stated the wording of 
this Section can be improved; however, the second sentence is an accurate 
statement of the purpose of the Park Board and the power of the Board. He 
suggested removing the phase “make all decisions affecting the operations of the 
District” as it implies a level of micromanaging. Commissioner Anderson disagreed 
and stated the intent of this Section speaks to the Board’s power, not how the 
Board makes decisions regarding operations. Mr. Paine indicated that the removal 
of that particular phase would not limit the Board’s power as the Board has already 
delegated authority to the Executive Director to hire, fire and manage staff. 
Therefore, the Board would not and should not have the ability to intervene on day-
to-day employment issues of the Park District. In Section 2.19, the Board has 
delegated this duty to the Executive Director and in this Section, the Board 
removes that power. Therefore, this is an inconsistency within the Board Manual 
that must be addressed. Commissioner Clarke advised there have been Board 
members in the past who have inappropriately felt empowered to act and make 
decisions that belong to staff. As such, she is not comfortable with this language. 
Commissioner Anderson believes that the Board should keep this language in the 
event there is a problem with the Executive Director such as ethical violations or 
an investigation. Mr. Paine suggested striking the word operations and rephrasing 
the sentence to read “the Board is empowered to make all decisions affecting the 
District, it shall normally exercise its power by establishing policy”. There was 
Committee consensus with respect to Counsel’s suggestion. There was also 
Committee consensus that Section 2.24(e) be revised to include an exact 
timeframe for review as recommended by the State accreditation and be expanded 
to include the Board Operations Manual and the Wilmette Park District Code. Vice 
President Goebel asked Director Wilson the last time the Board reviewed 
Personnel Policies. Director Wilson advised that it was last revised in 2014. With 
respect to Section 2.24(d), Vice President Goebel asked Counsel what the 
common practice of employment is pertaining to the Executive Director. She noted 
that Commissioner Frazier had previously asked this question in Closed Session. 
Mr. Paine advised that recently, it has shifted to employment contracts. Director 
Wilson is one of the few Executive Directors who does not have an employment 
contract. Mr. Paine stated employment contracts are a good idea as it protects 
both the District and the Executive Director by providing continuity. Severance 
packages have been limited by law now and Mr. Paine believes the maximum 
severance is five months’ worth of salary. It was agreed that an employment 
contract with the Executive Director not be a requirement set forth in the Board 
Manual. However, the Board committed to discussing this at a later date. 
Commissioner Clarke then turned the Committee’s attention to Section 2.24(g). 
She noted that this subsection allows Commissioners free admission to Park 
District programs. Vice President Goebel stated she liked how the Board Manual 
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extends only to the Commissioner’s spouse and dependent children. 
Commissioner Duffy suggested language be included to advise the public that 
Commissioners are not given special preference, specifically in relation to the 
Sailing Beach or any amenity that has a limited number of slots available. 
President Murdock asked if any of these benefits are taxable and if so what the 
Commissioners responsibility to report is. Mr. Paine advised that he is not a tax 
lawyer. He believes it is possible that some of these benefits could be deemed 
taxable. He stated he will provide the Board more detailed memorandums 
regarding reporting standards. Common practice among Park Districts is that as 
long as these benefits are not abused. Commissioner Duffy asked for elaboration 
upon the word abused. Mr. Paine advised it is fact specific. President Murdock 
added that none of the Commissioners want to run afoul of any rules. It was agreed 
no changes be made to this subsection. Commissioner Clarke suggested the 
reference to fees and charges be removed in Section 2.24(h) per Counsel’s 
recommendation and current Board practice. President Murdock agreed and noted 
the Board approves fees at a macro-level during the budget process. After a 
subsequent discussion, it was agreed that this subsection be reworded to reflect 
that the Board sets fee direction.  
 
At this point, Mr. Paine suggested the Committee consider adding a subsection 
specifically referencing the budget process as required by the Budget 
Appropriation Ordinance. Committee consensus was reached regarding Counsel’s 
recommendation. 
 
It was further decided that Section 2.24(b) and (c) be stricken due to a lack of 
current relevance. 
 
Section 2.25 – Per Counsel’s original recommendation, no changes to this Section 
were made. 
 
Section 2.26 – Per Counsel’s original recommendation, no changes to this Section 
were made.  

 
Section 2.27 – It was agreed that the language be modified per Counsel’s 
recommendation to reference “as required by applicable law”.  Commissioner 
Clarke proposed language be added to reflect that the minutes are also available 
online. The Committee agreed and directed Counsel to update this Section.  
 
Section 2.28 – Per Counsel’s original recommendation, the second paragraph was 
stricken to prevent potentially creating a mechanism that allows unelected 
members of the public from adding formal agenda items. Commissioner Kosloskus 
clarified that residents retain the right to petition the Board. All community 
correspondence is reviewed by the Board and is acknowledged.  
 
Section 2.29 – There was a brief discussion regarding the Committee tenure 
length. Vice President Goebel stated she has enjoyed rotating through Committees 
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on an annual basis and that the broad exposure to different Committees is 
beneficial to the Commissioners. Commissioner Clarke asked if the phase “or until 
the next selection of the Board President” should be removed as it may be 
superfluous. Commissioner Kosloskus agreed there may be a scenario in which 
this phase may limit the Board’s flexibility to make decisions. However, the 
President is elected by the Board and the Board would have input into the 
President’s decisions. Mr. Paine clarified that he believes the intent of this phase 
was to prevent questions of a vacancy in the event there is a delay in the process. 
Commissioner Duffy asked if the Board Manual could be modified to allow the 
Board and the President more time to establish who will sit on each Committee. 
Counsel advised he will provide more flexibility in the language but that at some 
point, a decision must be made. Commissioner Duffy felt there was undue 
pressure and criticism by the public to make a decision by the first meeting. He 
would like to prevent this moving forward. Mr. Paine agreed and suggested in lieu 
of “the first regular meeting thereafter”, the sentence read “as soon thereafter as 
possible”. There was Committee consensus regarding this proposed change. 
Commissioner Clarke asked if the standing Committees should be listed in the 
Board Manual. Commissioner Murdock suggested listing the standing Committees 
as of a certain date while leaving the flexibility in subsection (b) for the Board to 
establish Committees. Commissioner Kosloskus deferred to Counsel’s prior 
comments and suggested removing listing the standing Committees altogether. It 
was agreed that subsection (a) be stricken. There was subsequent discussion as 
to whether the President shall be an Ex Officio member of each Committee. Mr. 
Paine advised that this is an archaic concept in Robert’s Rules of Order. He 
believes it does not make sense in such a small organization that the President be 
an Ex Officio member of each Committee as it can overcomplicate things and is at 
odds with the concept that every Commissioner on the Board is equal and that the 
President does not have any special powers other than running a meeting. There 
was Committee consensus that reference to the President being an Ex Officio 
member of each Committee be stricken from subsection (b). Commissioner Clarke 
asked if it is generally good practice to have the President sit on a Committee. 
Counsel advised that allowing the President to sit on a Committee does create 
some concern with respect to the Open Meetings Act but it is not unique to this 
situation. The Open Meetings Act has never addressed two members of a three 
person Committee speaking to each other. The OMA does recognize that allowing 
two members to speak to each other makes sense to some degree but this has 
never been clarified at the Committee level with smaller Committees. There was a 
brief discussion regarding whether removing the President’s Ex Officio status 
would imply the President must sit on a Committee or refrain altogether. It was 
agreed that all references to specific Committees be removed and it is expressly 
stated that Committees are established on an annual basis. There was also a brief 
discussion regarding the amount of Commissioners on each Committee. Mr. Paine 
added that it makes sense to keep this number to three Commissioners as it is 
less than the majority of the Board. He warned that there is the potential for abuse 
at any higher number. It was agreed that each standing Committee consist of three 
Commissioners, per Counsel’s advice. The Board further agreed to retain the right 
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to create special Committees as necessary. Subsection (f) will also be revised to 
“as soon as possible” in lieu of 60 days to prevent imposing a hindrance on the 
Board with an artificial timeline.  
 
Section 2.30 – This Section had been discussed previously and a consensus was 
reached to eliminate the reference to specific documents in Subsection 2.  

 
Section 2.31 – This Section had been discussed previously and a consensus was 
reached that this Section be revised to comply with statute. 
 
Section 2.32 – There was Committee consensus that this Section be revised to 
remove reference to the Financial Planning and Policy Committee to keep the 
Board Manual consistent. Counsel suggested that language be built in that the 
Board vote on moving to a Committee-of-the-Whole regarding any amendments 
or modifications to the Board Manual. 
 
Commissioner Clarke asked if the Board Manual should include the Park District’s 
Mission Statement. President Murdock suggested the Board evaluate the current 
Mission Statement prior to including it in the Board Manual. 
 
President Murdock thanked Commissioner Clarke for walking the Board through 
the process of updating and revising the current Board Manual. 

 
5.0 ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to conduct, President Murdock moved and 
Commissioner Kosloskus seconded a motion to adjourn the Committee-of-the-
Whole meeting at 8:33 p.m. 

 
By a voice vote; Motion Carried. 

 
 
Minutes Approved on: TBD 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Catherine Serbin 
Executive Administrative Assistant 
 
 

           Catherine A. Serbin
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PRESENT 
Commissioners: President Michael Murdock, Vice President Julia Goebel, Patrick Duffy, 
Cecilia Clarke, Allison Frazier, Kara Kosloskus and Lindsay Anderson 
 
Secretary/Executive Director: Steve Wilson 
 
Staff: Catherine Serbin 
 
Visitors:  
 
ABSENT 
None 

 
1.0  REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS CALLED TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 7:38 p.m. 
A. Roll Call Taken 
 
President Murdock stated he will deviate from the agenda slightly in that public 
comment and recognition of visitors will be after the Lakefront Committee report. 
He then welcomed Commissioner Anderson to the Board. He acknowledged her 
extensive experience in state government and proficiency in strategic planning. 
Commissioner Anderson thanked President Murdock for his comments and 
stated it is an honor to serve her community.  

 
2.0  CONSENT AGENDA 

2.1 APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE MEETING HELD ON 
AUGUST 23, 2021 

2.2 APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING HELD ON 
SEPTEMBER 18, 2021 

2.3 APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE MEETING HELD ON 
SEPTEMBER 27, 2021  

2.4 APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 2021 VOUCHER LIST 
 

Commissioner Kosloskus moved and Commissioner Clarke seconded a motion 
to approve the Consent Agenda of the October 18, 2021 Regular Board Meeting, 
a copy of which is to be attached to and become a permanent part of the minutes 
of this meeting.  
 
By a roll call vote, voting Yes, Commissioners: Duffy, Anderson, Frazier, 
Kosloskus, Clarke, Murdock and Goebel. Voting No, none. Absent, none; Motion 
Carried. 

WILMETTE PARK DISTRICT 
Regular Board Meeting 

Meeting Minutes 
October 18, 2021 

7:30 p.m. – Village Hall Council Chambers 
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3.0   COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

President Murdock acknowledged a tremendous amount of communications and 
correspondence received regarding the Lakeview Center. 
 

4.0   PUBLIC COMMENT/RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
President Murdock facilitated public comment. The Attendance Sheet will become 
part of the permanent record. 
 
Maria Urban, 520 Greggory Avenue – Ms. Urban stated she is a 31 year resident 
of Wilmette and is here tonight to represent the Suburban Women Golfers. She 
advised it is one of five women’s leagues in Wilmette. The membership of these 
five leagues totals 136 women. She stated the communication regarding the early 
closure of the golf course could have been better by the Park District. Her league 
did not learn of the early closure until late summer and scrambled to reschedule 
their signature charity outing before the closure. She stated it is unfortunate to miss 
out on fall golf at the Wilmette Golf Club and urged the Board to set the 
membership discount at 14% for next season. She thanked the Board for their 
consideration. 
 
Joe Lunkis, 811 Park Avenue – Mr. Lunkis stated he has lived in Wilmette for 37 
years and is interested in the financial condition of the Park District. He asked if 
June 30th was the yearend for the Park District or if it was a calendar yearend. 
Director Wilson clarified yearend is December 31st and advised that staff had 
prepared a midyear projection. Mr. Lunkis thanked Director Wilson for his 
clarification. 
 
Bill Arnold, Michigan Avenue – Mr. Arnold advised that he has lived in Wilmette for 
45 years. He stated him and his wife have been a participant to the Lakeview 
Center design plan and Gillson Comprehensive Plan from the beginning. He 
believes the last Lakefront Committee meeting was a missed opportunity by the 
Commissioners. He felt that the Commissioners did not listen to the community 
with the exception of President Murdock who advised the public at that meeting 
the Board’s intent to hire an arborist and horticulturalist. While agrees that 
Lakeview needs to be updated, he believes the design plans constitute an 
expansion. He would like a more interactive process as he has not seen a single 
change to the design plans since it was first submitted to the public for comment. 
 
Karen Glennemeier, 719 Laurel Avenue – Ms. Glennemeier stated the plans for 
the Lakeview Center look nice to her. She has always been confused by the 
Lakeview Center as it does not serve much purpose other than a much appreciated 
bathroom. It is not clear to her what the staff roles are in terms of public interface 
and likes the idea of reworking the interior to allow for more community 
engagement at Gillson Park. She would like to see programming there that 
celebrates and acknowledges the incredible location of this building as it sits next 
to one of the great wonders of the world known as Lake Michigan and it is on a 
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bird migration path that is globally significant. She suggested educational 
programming such as bird identification classes in advance of the main migration 
season, lake ecology and conservation, school field trips, art, photography and 
gardening because it is a wonderful place to do all of these things. She believes 
the community could use more meeting spaces in Wilmette. She is also an 
ecologist and one of the community members a part of Go Green Wilmette who 
helped create the Gillson Bird Habitat. She appreciates the Gillson Comprehensive 
Plan’s emphasis on maintaining natural habitat. She understands the need to 
remove dying or dead trees and urged the Board to consider a requirement that 
any new trees be native species such as Oak trees which serve an ecological and 
cultural significance. She is concerned about the concept plans suggestion to 
selectively prune or remove undergrowth thickets as those play a critical role in 
bird and wildlife habitat. She urged collaboration with the bird community and 
professional ornithologists. 
 
Joe Zucher, 945 Michigan Avenue – Mr. Zucher stated he is a 39 year resident of 
Wilmette. He expressed confusion as to why the Lakeview Center is separate from 
the Gillson Comprehensive Plan as it sits at the center of the park. He believes it 
is an integral part of the park and to remove it from any master plan is illogical. He 
does not want the Park District to spend money on the Lakeview Center that may 
be needed for Gillson. Mr. Zucher claimed the Board is not listening to its residents. 
He proceeded to quote results from the Gillson Park Comprehensive survey to 
bolster his claim that residents do not care about facility improvements. He 
suggested the Park District spend money on trees over renovations to the 
Lakeview Center. 
 
Lurene Thomas, 2228 Elmwood Avenue – Ms. Thomas appreciates that there will 
be another survey with respect to the Gillson Comprehensive Plan. She urged the 
Board to postpone a vote on the Lakeview Center until that survey is completed. 
She asked that costs for each concept be included in the survey along with costs 
of any necessary infrastructure repairs. She would also like the survey to include 
information regarding any impacts to traffic and safety in the park and surrounding 
neighborhoods. She stated that despite overwhelming opposition to the Lakeview 
Center renovation, the Lakefront Committee approved moving the plan forward 
without addressing concerns that the residents expressed.  
 
Scott Krone, 631 Lake Avenue – Mr. Krone listed his credentials as an architect 
and builder in Wilmette and expressed concern over the cost of the Lakeview 
Center renovation. He believes he will pay more in taxes because of the 
renovation. 
 
Darrell Graham, 530 Laurel Avenue – Mr. Graham advised he spoke in favor of 
the Lakeview Center renovation at the last Lakefront Committee meeting because 
it is an outdated facility that needs to be upgraded to be useful to the community. 
He stated most of the people who oppose the Lakeview Center renovation live 
around the park. He believes those residents do not want competition for the park. 
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He believes other residents who do not live near the park have based their 
opposition on misinformation primarily being spread by the group Keep Gillson 
Green. He advised the Board that after the Lakefront Committee meeting, Keep 
Gillson Green sent out a memo to the public which was intended to denigrate Mr. 
Graham and accused him of being planted by the Park District. He clarified for the 
public that he is not a plant. He has not spoken to anyone on the Park Board about 
his opinion. He is simply a concerned citizen expressing his views. He asked why 
an organization such as Keep Gillson Green which has been supposedly 
established for the benefit of the community would say that about him. He had 
challenged residents at the prior Committee meeting to explain why an interior 
renovation is going to affect the green space, cut down trees or increase parking. 
He stated not a single person could do that. He agrees with residents who want 
more trees and green space, however, that is separate from the Lakeview Center. 
He stated that if the facility were to deteriorate and fall into disrepair that would not 
be in anyone’s interest. 
 
John Daniels, 1611 Wilmette Avenue – Mr. Daniels made a comment about his 
address in response to Mr. Graham’s earlier comments. He stated he believes the 
Park District is trying to turn the Lakeview Center into a marketable place for 
receptions and things of that nature. He is opposed to this because Gillson Park is 
not an entertainment center. 
 
David Turnman, 1420 Sheridan Road – Mr. Turnman stated he has lived in 
Wilmette for 54 years and that he has personally used the Lakeview Center for 20 
years. His extended family meets there the day after Thanksgiving. He believes it 
is a lovely facility and that a building thirty years old is not ancient. While it may not 
be the most modern, it serves the community well. He also does not want the Park 
District to spend money on this renovation when there are more pressing needs. 
 
Ryrie Pellaton, 1115 Lake Avenue – Mr. Pellaton stated that in interviews with the 
Board to fill the vacancy that Commissioner Anderson now fills, he had mentioned 
that the Lakota Group is doing a tremendous disservice to the Board. He believes 
that they are unresponsive to the community and have conducted unscientific 
studies. He suggested the possibility of dismissing the Lakota Group and starting 
over with a new consultant firm to conduct a scientifically accurate weighted survey 
which would go a long way towards informing the Board as to what residents want. 
He further stated that the idea of one lane bike traffic on Harbor Drive to the dog 
beach is ridiculous. 
 
Donald Omeara, 1123 Elmwood Avenue – Mr. Omeara stated he has been a 
resident of Wilmette for about 20 years. He does not believe that underuse of the 
facility does not mean residents are not satisfied with Lakeview Center the way 
that it is. He urged the Board to listen to the residents. 
 



Board of Park Commissioners 
  October 18, 2021 

Unapproved 
 

Page 5 of 21 
 

Michael Duffy, 701 Central – Mr. Duffy thanked the Board for their service. He 
suggested the Board remove Middle Drive to increase green space within the park. 
He also made a reference to the service drive by the tennis courts. 
 
Margaret Martin-Heaton, 715 Linden Avenue – Ms. Martin-Heaton advised that 
she has been a Board member of Go Green Wilmette since 2009. Go Green 
Wilmette sent a letter to the Park Board outlining suggestions the organization has 
pertaining to the Gillson Comprehensive Plan, the Lakeview Center, Park District 
operations and park management. This letter is available on their website as well. 
For the public record, Ms. Martin-Heaton summarized some key points in the letter 
that represent the views of Go Green Wilmette. The Park District hosted Go Green 
Wilmette’s first meeting at the Community Recreation Center in 2005 and has been 
supporting their efforts to create a more sustainable community ever since. Go 
Green Wilmette considers the Park District a valued and important partner in their 
work. Go Green Wilmette generally supports improvements to Wilmette parks that 
integrate sustainable features that will benefit Wilmette in the present and the 
future. Go Green Wilmette supports enhancements and renovations to the 
Lakeview Center including the enlarged viewing deck to better serve the 
community as long as the building footprint is not increased and no additional 
parking is created. Their letter offers six positive suggestions to minimize the 
impact of the Lakeview Center renovation project. The letter also reinforces their 
wish that the Park District emphasize the protection and preservation of mature 
trees, plant additional native trees, shrubs and plants and minimize or reduce the 
amount of impermeable surface in the park. The letter concludes by repeating Go 
Green Wilmette’s suggestion that the Park District develop a comprehensive 
sustainability plan that will include management of all natural areas and trees 
within Wilmette Parks. She thanked the Board for their time. 
 
Jerome Kujawa, 2145 Washington Avenue – Mr. Kujawa stated he is a lifelong 
resident of Wilmette. He listed his credentials as an environmental lawyer and 
expressed opposition to the Lakeview Center. He wishes that Gillson remain as 
wild as possible and does not believe the Lakeview Center will fall into disrepair if 
not maintained. He further believes the renovation will increase traffic in the park 
and that the lawn outside of Lakeview is well utilized. He is appalled by the 
Lakeview Center survey and stated it is skewed. He equated the Park District to 
Soviet Russia. He believes most residents are against increased activity at Gillson. 
 
Michael Levitan – Mr. Levitan self-identified as a former Wilmette Park Board 
Commissioner. He then turned his attention to Mr. Graham and stated he has lived 
in west Wilmette for 57 years. At this point, President Murdock asked Mr. Levitan 
to not address anyone other than the Commissioners. Mr. Levitan claimed the 
Lakeview Center renovation has been already been decided by the 
Commissioners. He then asked how much Woodhouse Tinucci Architects have 
received to date and if anyone on the Board has any personal connections to the 
firm. President Murdock stated he is not aware of any conflicts of interest and 
Director Wilson advised the first agreement with Woodhouse Tinucci was $25,000 
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which is what has been spent to date. Mr. Levitan concluded by encouraging the 
public to vote the Commissioners out of office. 
 
Leslie Weyhrich, 1018 Elmwood Avenue – Ms. Weyhrich stated she is 
disappointed in her community. Residents can agree to disagree and have 
different visons for Gillson but asked that they treat the Commissioners with more 
respect. She appreciates what the Board is doing for the community and stated 
that just because Keep Gillson Green is well-funded, well-organized and vocal 
does not mean they represent the majority opinion amongst residents. She stated 
she trusts the Commissioners and that the Wilmette Park District is the best 
municipal entity she has ever interacted with. She believes the rhetoric that Keep 
Gillson Green is using is not true. She also acknowledged Go Green Wilmette’s 
endorsement of this project as huge for the Park District and believes there is more 
support in the community than represented in the crowd tonight.  
 
Mary Shea, 735 Michigan Avenue – Ms. Shea quoted the aQuity survey that was 
commissioned by the Park District in 2015 and used this to bolster her opposition 
to remodeling Lakeview Center. She claimed this renovation would remove trees 
for convenient parking on the upper level and expand the service drive. She 
accused the Park District of expanding Lakeview Center in order to branch off into 
the wedding business. She believes staff offices on the main level provides some 
degree of safety for the public which would be removed if the Board pursues this 
renovation. She suggested that Lakeview be put on hold until the costs are 
identified for the Gillson Comprehensive Plan as any renovation at Lakeview 
Center is not a need or a priority. She made a brief reference to correspondence 
the Board has received from preservationists who have recommended that Gillson 
Park be nominated to the National Register of Historical Places. President 
Murdock asked Ms. Shea if she had said trees will be removed on the upper level. 
Ms. Shea confirmed this comment. President Murdock clarified that Ms. Shea is 
referring to some of the proposed Gillson Comprehensive Plan concepts and that 
is not what is being proposed with respect to the Lakeview Center renovation.  
 
Piper Rothchild, 1046 Elmwood Avenue – Ms. Rothchild stated spending one 
million dollars to renovate the Lakeview Center is unjustified and unwise. She 
accused the Park District of not accurately depicting this renovation as to what she 
constitutes as an expansion. She believes that adding programming to Lakeview 
Center constitutes as an expansion and that the Park District’s real intent is to 
increase revenue generation. She supports the maintenance of facilities but does 
not see a need for this renovation. 
 
Sarah Schmidt, 835 and 845 Michigan Avenue – Ms. Schmidt stated that she had 
previously asked the Board to not build the Bird Habitat Garden. She contends that 
today, she lives across from the weed sanctuary due to the Park District’s failure 
to properly maintain the Bird Habitat. She does not understand why the Lakeview 
Center has been separated from the Gillson Comprehensive Plan. She does agree 
that while Lakeview does need updating, she would like the Board to focus on 
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repairing existing concerns within Gillson Park. She also expressed concerns over 
safety in relation to nonresidents now coming to the beach as a consequence of 
the pandemic. 
 
Lori Farrell – Self-identified as a member of the group Keep Gillson Green. She 
stated that since Keep Gillson Green formed in the beginning of July, they have 
started a Change.Org petition. She provided a broad summary of the petition that 
asks the Park District to stop unnecessary spending, unsolicited expansion and 
monetization, unwelcome destruction of mature trees and unwarranted lack of 
commitment to what is best for preserving the quality of life for Wilmette residents. 
She stated the group has obtained 835 signatures and has placed yard signs 
throughout the Village. She thanked for the Board for their time. Commissioner 
Duffy then asked Ms. Farrell to repeat what the petition reads. Ms. Farrell read the 
full petition out loud. Commissioner Duffy noted this was not accurate information 
such as the destruction of trees and a lack of a commitment by the Commissioners 
to the quality of life in Wilmette. Ms. Farrell agreed that the petition was based off 
of the original concepts presented for Gillson Park and not the current concepts. 
President Murdock thanked Ms. Farrell for her comments and Ms. Farrell turned 
the petition over to staff in attendance. 
 
Lynn Martin, 1017 Miami Road – Ms. Martin appreciates the hard work of the staff 
and Board in presenting a renovation of the Lakeview Center. She believes it will 
be a great asset to the community and is in favor of it. She further acknowledged 
the roads are in poor condition within Gillson Park and hopes the Board will 
address this soon. 
 
Elissa Morgante – Ms. Morgante self-identified as an architect and resident of 27 
years. She proceeded to read a letter that she had submitted to the Board. The 
letter expressed concerns with respect to the Lakeview Center interior renovation 
such as the Board misrepresenting the increase in capacity and ADA compliance 
complications that may potentially arise from the renovation. She asked the Board 
to seek other design solutions.  
 
Alan Golden, 2516 Laurel Lane – Mr. Golden thanked the Board for including his 
letter in the Board packet. He briefly summarized his letter and suggested that the 
Board postpone a vote on the Lakeview Center renovation until the plans for 
Gillson Park have been finalized. He noted that most people currently use the 
Lakeview Center for bathrooms and believes the majority of the community is 
against large events there. 
 
Gina Speckman, 2215 Washington Avenue – Ms. Speckman stated that her block 
is comprised of entirely new families. She is happy the Board is looking towards 
the future of Wilmette. She wants to keep the park green but she also embraces 
progress. She supports the interior renovation of the Lakeview Center and feels 
that it is currently an embarrassment. She wants to know what is wrong with 
updating the facility and making it a place where people throughout the community 
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can gather and host family events. She hopes the Gillson Comprehensive Plan is 
finalized soon and that the Lakeview Center renovation be accomplished. 
 
Nancy Hickman, 3136 Sprucewood Road – Ms. Hickman self-identified as a 
resident of west Wilmette. She stated she supports trees and the maintenance of 
the parks and facilities but calls into question the budget that has been proposed 
for the Lakeview Center renovation. She asked that the Board include cost 
estimates for each concept in the upcoming survey with respect to the Gillson 
Comprehensive Plan. She stated that when the Village began the stormwater 
project, they included cost estimates and it was easier to make a decision with that 
information. She would like Wilmette to be for residents just as much as it is for 
nonresidents that use the lakefront. 
 
Steve Later, 515 Greenleaf Avenue – Mr. Later stated his understanding is that 
one premise of the deck expansion is to afford residents and visitors an opportunity 
to better view the lake. He quoted President Murdock as saying those who have 
an inability to go onto the beach, can be now given this opportunity. Mr. Later 
believes this argument to be flawed because the deck provides limited views of the 
lake. President Murdock stated that he did make that comment and acknowledged 
those views are limited. Mr. Later suggested that the Board reconsider the deck 
expansion and believes the deck would prohibit other views of the lake, particularly 
from the Wallace Bowl. He also noted the deck would only be operational six 
months of the year due to seasonal constraints. He concluded by the 
acknowledging the argument that some residents who oppose the Lakeview 
Center lack credibility because they did not oppose the Sheridan Shores deck 
expansion. However, Mr. Later believes these two concepts to be separate given 
the fact that Sheridan Shores does not utilize taxpayer money. 
 
Betsy Sillars, 1507 Washington Avenue – Ms. Sillars stated that the Board serves 
Wilmette residents. She is proud of everyone in attendance who took the time to 
speak tonight. She believes that per the United States Constitution, people have 
the right to freedom of speech and they do not have to be nice.  
 
Cathy Pratt, 1326 Greenwood Avenue – Ms. Pratt voiced her support of the 
Lakeview Center renovation. She has attended many meetings there and it tired 
and in need of a renovation. She noted that if the Board does not do this 
expenditure now, they will be doing it within the next 5-10 years regardless.  
 
David Gustman, 1234 Chestnut Avenue – Mr. Gustman self-identified as a resident 
for many years and has served on statewide Boards. He asked that the Committee 
defer a vote on Lakeview Center tonight for the reasons residents before him have 
said. He also acknowledged he has never been to a Park Board meeting before. 
He does not understand why there is a rush to vote tonight and believes the Board 
should develop a comprehensive plan for the Lakeview Center interior renovation.  
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Olga Domchenko, 2034 Elmwood Avenue – Ms. Domchenko stated she felt a lot 
of anger in this room. She is also angry and passionate about the environment and 
open space. She self-identified as a resident of Wilmette for 22 years and is also 
Ukrainian. She understands what Soviet Russia did to the Ukraine. She is gravely 
concerned about climate change. She acknowledged that while she has only gone 
to Gillson Park a few times, she is passionate about the park and protecting it. She 
does not feel the Park District are stewards of the land or fiscally responsible. 
 
Brad Reiff, 2425 Kenilworth Avenue – Mr. Reiff acknowledged that this is the first 
time he has heard about the Lakeview Center renovation but as an economist, he 
feels the survey is weak and bias. He believes the Lakeview Center should be a 
part of the Gillson Comprehensive Plan as improvements to Lakeview may impact 
the park. 
 
Frank Lebihan 1506 Washington Avenue – Mr. Lebihan self-identified as a resident 
for 17 years and stated he is a frequent user of Gillson Park. He emphasized that 
he is not a nearby neighbor of the park and disagrees with the sentiment that only 
nearby neighbors oppose the Lakeview Center renovation. He is currently 
disappointed with the Board but stated that would be reconciled if the Board 
postpones their vote and integrate Lakeview into the Gillson Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Beth Beucher, 1420 Sheridan Road – Ms. Beucher stated that she has conducted 
research relative to the question of public safety at Gillson Park. She believes that 
residents do not use Gillson Park because it is overcrowded and no longer for 
them. She asked the Board what roles its policies have contributed to the 
overcrowding and congestion within the park. She stated she obtained Wilmette 
Police and Fire Department statistics over the last three years relative to calls in 
Gillson Park. Over the last three years, there have been 1856 calls for the police 
department. She advised there are a variety of categories for those calls and that 
she has not yet had an opportunity to study all of the reports. She stated a number 
of the categories apply to ordinance violations, parking enforcement, parking 
problems, theft, theft under $300, disorderly conduct and DUI’s. She believes there 
is a valid point among Wilmette residents who say they don’t want any money 
spent on the parks or their money being spent if it is going to draw unsafe behavior 
to the parks from nonresidents. She accused the Board of not publically addressing 
underlying safety issues at Gillson Park. She noted in the Voucher Report, over 
$2000 were approved to pay the Police Department. She contended the Board has 
not accounted to the public how much police presence has increased in Gillson 
Park. She believes any Comprehensive Plan should incorporate this factor. 
 
Michelle Andrew, 407 Central Avenue – Ms. Andrew asked why the Lakeview 
Center was separated from the Gillson Comprehensive Plan. She believes it is 
creating a distraction and she does not understand the rationale behind it. Vice 
President Goebel stated this is a very important question and that she is glad to 
see it asked. She thanked the public for their interest in this process. She stated 
two years ago, when the Board began the Gillson Comprehensive Plan process, 
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the question as to whether Lakeview Center should be included came up. The 
wayfinding, the areas around Lakeview Center and Wallace Bowl, the roadway, 
the curbs and the landscaping are all included in the Comprehensive Plan. The 
interior renovation of Lakeview Center was not included in the Comprehensive 
Plan because the Board at that time did not recognize this as a Master Plan 
element. The Board understands the implications and the connection between the 
interior renovation and the Gillson Comprehensive Plan. Vice President Goebel 
stated she was one of the Commissioners who believed the intricate details of any 
interior renovation of the Lakeview Center or Wallace Bowl would bog the 
Comprehensive Plan down and prevent the Board from addressing their main 
priority which is the dilapidated infrastructure of Gillson Park. She advised the 2015 
referendum was defeated partially because of the size and the scope of the project. 
The Commissioners and the staff went back to the drawing board to find another 
way to renovate the beach house in a cost-effective and thoughtful manner. She 
believes many residents will agree that the beach house turned out well. She is 
concerned that if the Board does not address the Gillson Comprehensive Plan 
now, the Park District will not fix curbs, broken sewers and other serious issues. 
While some residents believe the interior renovation of Lakeview Center was taken 
out of the Gillson Comprehensive Plan, Vice President Goebel clarified that the 
interior renovation was never included to begin with. The belief that the interior 
renovation was ever included is a misnomer. She stated she is happy to have 
coffee with any resident to further discuss this and that the Board is eager to obtain 
public comment regarding the Gillson Comprehensive Plan. 
 
President Murdock agreed that it was always the Boards intent to accelerate the 
Gillson Comprehensive Plan by removing the interior renovation of Lakeview 
Center. The Board is aware of the serious issues pertaining to the sewers and the 
roads. President Murdock stated he thought the Board would have had a Master 
Plan for Gillson by now. The pandemic presented challenges in obtaining feedback 
from residents and the Board recommitted to additional feedback at the beginning 
of the summer. As a result, the process has become much longer and more 
involved. He equated this situation to what has transpired with respect to 
Community Playfields but that he believes the Board ended in a good place and 
he is confident the Board will again with respect to Gillson Park. He does not see 
the Lakeview Center as a major project. It is an interior renovation of an existing 
space that is substandard to other facilities throughout the park. As such, he is 
comfortable moving forward with this renovation before the Gillson Comprehensive 
Plan is finalized. With no further public comments, President Murdock thanked the 
community for attending. He believes the fact that so many people care is what 
makes this community so great. Since the October 4th Lakefront Committee 
meeting, he has heard people say that this Board is not listening. He specifically 
mentioned an e-mail that was dispersed after the meeting claiming President 
Murdock was on his phone. President Murdock clarified that he was taking notes 
during the meeting and apologized if he offended anyone but assured the public 
that he was listening. He believes that often when people say you are not listening, 
what that implies is you are not doing what I want you to do. He understands that 
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perspective. He provided the example of when he last served on the Board and 
the issue of lighting at Thornwood Park came up. Residents were very passionate 
about this issue but with his knowledge of lighting, lighting variations and the 
impact of light, President Murdock did not think the arguments that were made 
were meaningful to him personally. He listened to the residents and in the end, 
voted in favor of the lights. He believes this has been a good resource for the 
community and the concerns that residents initially had turned out to be 
unwarranted. He believes there are many parallels between that situation and 
tonight. He does not believe that the interior renovation is going to harm the park 
or the neighborhood. On the contrary, he believes they will improve the park and 
create a wonderful amenity for everyone in the community. He has had many 
conversations with residents over the past few weeks trying to understand why 
these concerns are so passionate. He has come to realize there is clearly a 
problem but the problem is not renovation of the Lakeview Center. This is an 
interior renovation of a facility that has been neglected for a long time and is 
substandard to other park facilities. The problem is that many residents do not trust 
the Board. He believes it is a serious issue that he would like to address. He 
understands many residents feel the Langdon and Gillson referendum were a 
mistake. He stated he voted against the Langdon referendum. He voted in favor of 
the Gillson referendum but that the only aspect of that plan he did not like was the 
Lakeview Center plan which included a massive catering kitchen and an elevator. 
He believes the current plan for the Lakeview Center is much different. He urged 
the public not to associate this prior Boards with the current Board. He publically 
acknowledged the Langdon Referendum was a mistake and he hopes that the 
public can leave this in the past and judge this Park Board separately. He reiterated 
that this Board worked together with the community to accomplish meaningful 
improvements to Community Playfields that residents are happy with. He noted 
the tremendous amount of community engagement this Board has recommitted to 
with respect to the Gillson Comprehensive Plan. He does not believe the goal is to 
simply Keep Gillson Green, but to Make Gillson More Green. He will not support 
any plan that does not decrease the overall pavement even with the addition of 
sidewalks and bike lanes in an attempt to make the park safer. He does not 
understand the angst behind this relatively minor project with a deck expansion 
which is significantly smaller than the deck expansion Sheridan Shores 
implemented. He noted that the Sheridan Shores deck expansion went through a 
public entitlement process. President Murdock acknowledged that reasonable 
people can disagree about this. He understands there are also residents who label 
this renovation as an expansion. He disagrees with their definition of expansion. 
He also does not understand why additional revenue is seen as a bad thing. It is 
not the primary goal of the Park District but to the extent that the Park District 
generates revenue while doing things that residents enjoy, that help keeps taxes 
low which is a positive thing. President Murdock does not believe this project 
constitutes crowding out of investment. He noted there are many fiscally 
conservative members of the Board and the Park District believes they can 
complete these investments without seeking another referendum. He is also in 
favor of progress. He then opened the floor to other Commissioners for comment.  
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Commissioner Duffy believes some of the concern residents have with the 
Lakeview Center renovation are related to the cost. He advised that the Park 
District is required by the State of Illinois to pay prevailing wage which is also 
referred to as union wage. As such, this increases the price of any project. The 
bathrooms at Community Playfield are estimated to cost $890,000. About 25% of 
the costs associated with the bathroom are related to running new water and sewer 
lines to the structure. He further advised that when an architect submits a cost to 
the Park District, this cost is an estimate with a 20% contingency built in. 
Furthermore, once the Board has approved a project, the project goes out to 
competitive bid. Because it is competitive, the actual quotes for a project generally 
come in less than what the estimates are. As such, this project may not cost a 
million dollars. Commissioners Duffy further advised there is money in the capital 
project budget because in the last year and a half, the Board has not spent that 
money due to the pandemic. The Park District has been building up reserves to 
address these projects including the Langdon Shoreline Protection. He was not 
aware of this information prior to becoming a Board member. However, through 
his participation in meetings, he learned. He acknowledged that a number of 
people came tonight who stated this was their first time coming to a meeting. He 
thanked these individuals for coming because the Board needs community 
involvement to give the Park District direction when decisions are being made. 
However, this process for the Lakeview Center started two years ago. If the Board 
slowed down their decisions because some residents only just learned about a 
specific project, nothing would ever be accomplished. Commissioner Duffy 
acknowledged Ryrie Pellaton’s comments about the Lakota Group. The Lakota 
Group has built a reputation as being the top firm to go to amongst villages in the 
area including Highland Park, Park Ridge and the Village of Wilmette. When he 
stepped into his role as a new Commissioner, they had already been hired and he 
is learning about them as well. Commissioner Duffy then acknowledged Michael 
Duffy’s comment about removing the road to the east of Pirate Park and agreed 
with this idea. Commissioner Duffy further acknowledged comments regarding 
Park District policy that state there is to be no programming in Gillson Park that 
can be programmed elsewhere. He asked Director Wilson if such a policy existed. 
Director Wilson advised there is no such policy. Commissioner Duffy then asked 
where this notion derived from. Mary Shea interjected by stating it was a prior 
recommendation by the Lakefront Commission. Commissioner Duffy stated his 
understanding was that the Lakefront Commission was a group comprised of 
neighbors of Gillson Park that made recommendations to the Board. President 
Murdock clarified that when the Master Plan process for Gillson Park first began 
back in 2007, the Board decided to put together a citizens group. Residents applied 
to be a part of this group and they made that recommendation regarding 
programming to the Board. With respect to comments that were made about 
overall park maintenance, Commissioner Duffy advised that the Parks and 
Recreation Committee had directed staff to budget for more employees to take 
care of the parks such as an arborist. 
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Commissioner Anderson thanked the public for taking the time to share their 
thoughts and concerns both in support and opposition to the Lakeview Center 
renovation. She stated that she has listened and understands concerns regarding 
safety, traffic, parking and overall usage of Gillson and the Lakeview Center. She 
understands potential impacts that these changes could have on the park. In 
preparation to serve on the Board, Commissioner Anderson advised she has had 
numerous conversations with residents. Many of those residents have voiced 
support for the Lakeview Center renovation. Community input is important and will 
guide her decision. She is also very much guided by the mission of the Wilmette 
Park District. She read the mission statement out loud and stated she believes this 
proposal will enrich the quality of life for residents and promote activities through 
new and creative programming opportunities for all ages and abilities. Natural 
resources and open space will continue to be protected for future generations. She 
shared her commitment to listening to the public and stated her door is always 
open. She welcomes anyone who would like to sit down and have coffee with her 
as well. She thanked staff for taking the time to brief her regarding this proposal. 
She also shared her experience at a recent small gathering that was held at 
Lakeview Center and expressed excitement for future improvements. 
 
Commissioner Frazier thanked members of the public who had stayed for the 
remainder of the meeting. She stated it is a sign of respect on both ends and that 
she greatly appreciates those who have stayed. In her research to prepare for the 
role of Commissioner, she studied the 2015 referendum in depth. This includes the 
aQuity survey findings and specifically, the referendum’s failings. One of the 
resounding themes was that the Gillson Master Plan and Langdon should have 
been separated. Not once was the Lakeview Center mentioned as the cause for 
the referendums failure. Commissioner Frazier finds an interior renovation of an 
existing building to be much different than building a new building into an eroding 
bluff and therefore, she does not find the argument that the Lakeview Center 
renovation failed in 2015 to apply to this current situation. In response to questions 
asked tonight regarding what is the rush, Commissioner Frazier does not view the 
approval of the Lakeview Center renovation as usurping funds from the Gillson 
Comprehensive Plan or repairing and building the Langdon revetments. They are 
not mutually exclusive and therefore, it is not rushed. It is the start of an overall 
improvement to Gillson Park as a whole. Commissioner Frazier appreciates Go 
Green Wilmette and Karen Glennemeier’s suggestions to include programming 
based on sustainability to truly keep gillson green. She does not view the use of 
Lakeview Center as a site for wedding receptions but rather as a place residents 
can gather to appreciate the natural beauty of Gillson Park. She stated it is her 
responsibility to represent the entire community of Wilmette. She reaffirmed her 
commitment to the public by stating that her door is open for residents who wish 
to speak with her. She wants to do everything she can to keep Gillson green. 
 
Commissioner Kosloskus echoed Commissioner Frazier’s remarks and reiterated 
that the Commissioners have read every piece of correspondence in the Board 
packet. She has also reached out to neighbors, friends and various community 
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acquaintances. In her personal research, she has overwhelmingly found that there 
are many people who are in favor of the renovation of Lakeview Center then are 
showing up at this meeting tonight. With that said, Commissioner Kosloskus 
understands and respects residents’ concerns regarding future usage of Lakeview 
Center. There does not appear to be any conflict with the Lakeview Center budget 
and future planning. The Board is committed to strategic planning, especially with 
the addition of Commissioner Anderson. Historically, the Board has implemented 
a five-year capital plan that takes into account different amenities across the 
District. Although not as optimal as a full-fledged plan which the Board will move 
towards, Commissioner Kosloskus is comfortable with seeing this project move 
forward. She believes staff does a good job at managing capacity and 
programming across the District. Staff has also been thoughtful in previous years 
regarding usage of the Lakeview Center. Staff has denied specific requests if the 
rental presented an usually high volume of traffic in the park. She advised that the 
beach parking lot does not fill up over the summer because staff tracks capacity 
and determines whether to forego daily parking passes on specific days. She does 
not believe additional children classes at Lakeview Center would negatively impact 
the park. She made a brief comparison to nearby facilities and concluded with a 
commitment to a sustainably plan and nature programming in the park. 
 
Commissioner Clarke thanked the public for attending as it is important to be 
involved in the community. She advised that she moved to Wilmette in September 
of 1992. She has since raised four children in this community and has lived through 
the referendum and remembers discussion regarding the Community Recreation 
Center. She recalled when people spoke out against the CRC and how they felt it 
was going to be a mistake. Today, the CRC is one of the Park District’s premier 
properties. She believes that Lakeview Center is in need of remodeling and this 
will improve the experience for Great Gillson campers. She does not understand 
the angst behind this project. She hopes that with the renovation of Lakeview 
Center, it can be an educational spot for residents to learn about the ecological 
uniqueness of Gillson Park and its historical significance. 
 
Vice President Goebel stated she appreciates seeing residents in the audience as 
the Park District does not see enough community involvement in Park District 
matters. Through her tenure on the Board, she has found that resident’s feel 
deeply connected to the parks in their neighborhood whether that be Vattman, 
Gillson or Community Playfields. She appreciates the passion with which residents 
speak about their parks. She assured the public that she cares as well and that no 
one would serve on the Board if they did not care. She advised that over the 
summer, the Board was charmed to learn that a movie crew had approached the 
Park District about filming in Gillson. Their location scout later revealed that they 
were hoping to shoot a truck stop scene in the Lakeview Center bathrooms. 
Ultimately, the movie crew filmed elsewhere. Vice President Goebel 
acknowledged while the facility is usable, the Park District has a duty to residents, 
who have invested their money in Wilmette, to invest in its facilities. She feels that 
the plans for both Gillson and Lakeview Center have fallen out of sync but believes 
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they will be resynced by yearend. The Board is moving into a capital planning 
process that is underway and she encouraged the public to attend. She also 
addressed concerns that residents feel this Board does not care about trees. Vice 
President Goebel clarified this Board cares very much about trees. The tenured 
members of this Board voted to save the cottonwood trees. She asked the public 
to look at the Board’s voting record and how the Board has supported 
sustainability. She then referenced Go Green Wilmette’s letter and stated when 
the Board of a local organization provides public comment, it is not something they 
take lightly. She noted the letter’s thoughtful recommendations and support of the 
Lakeview Center renovation. She further acknowledged concerns regarding the 
Lakeview Center being renovated to justify additional parking in Gillson Park. She 
clarified that no one on the Board would like to include more parking. In fact, many 
members wish to reduce pavement. If an individual were to organize an event than 
parking permitted, it is reasonable that the Park District implement operational 
requirements such as shuttle arrangements. There are ways the Park District can 
modify, restrain and control any operational concerns. Vice President Goebel 
stated that she does not want a Disney Land in Gillson Park and that she first said 
this in February. Furthermore, from an event perspective, large scale weddings 
are not possible at Lakeview Center. Practically speaking, the facility can only 
accommodate small weddings at best but it is more likely baby showers, 70th 
birthday parties and preschool parent gatherings. Vice President Goebel 
concluded with reminding the public that local elections matter. It is important the 
public pay attention and understand these matters so when they vote, they can 
trust the people they voted for to follow through. The Commissioners care about 
representing the people who voted for them. 
 
Commissioner Duffy asked Director Wilson for a brief clarification regarding the 
Memorial Tree Policy. Director Wilson gave an explanation of what the Memorial 
Tree Policy was and advised that as a result of public input, the Board revised the 
Policy with different costs. The new Policy has yet to be implemented due to a lack 
of a Board approved comprehensive landscape plan. Commissioner Duffy thanked 
Director Wilson and voiced his support for the renovation of Lakeview Center. He 
has faith in staff to make good decisions regarding operations because staff has 
demonstrated this ability. Commissioner Kosloskus asked if the Board were to 
approve the Lakeview Center renovation proposal, if this would impede upon the 
Gillson Comprehensive Plan or could these projects proceed simultaneously. 
Director Wilson advised that the District has $2 million in reserves for the Langdon 
Shoreline Protection Project as well as over $4 million for the Gillson 
Comprehensive Plan and $1 million for the Lakeview Center renovation plus other 
needs around the District. He is confident this will work with current and projected 
fund balances in the future. Commissioner Kosloskus asked from a staff 
management and time perspective, if these projects could be completed 
simultaneously. Director Wilson confirmed. 
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5.0  STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 5.1 LAKEFRONT COMMITTEE REPORT 
  President Murdock asked Director Wilson to provide a brief overview of the 

plan for Lakeview Center as well as the public engagement process to date. 
Director Wilson stated that Lakeview Center was originally built in 1989. 
Since then, it has played host to camps, classes, Park District events and a 
venue for the community to rent and host their own private events. 
Throughout the years, little investment has been made into the facility and 
it is starting to show its age. Therefore, the project contemplates updating 
the finishes throughout the facility including the restrooms and the lighting. 
The interior space of the building would be reconfigured without moving any 
exterior walls to stay within the existing footprint. The reconfiguration would 
start by moving the staff offices currently located on the upper level of the 
building to the lower level of the building. This then allows for two spaces to 
be created for programming and events on the top floor that could also be 
combined into one single space for a program or event if called for. This 
would be achieved with movable walls. On the lower level and in addition to 
the new staff offices located in what used to be the concessions for the 
Wallace Bowl, the old dressing rooms for the Wallace Bowl that are mainly 
serving as overflow storage currently, would be turned into additional 
programming space that could service summer camp or other 
programming. Moving outside, there is a deck expansion considered which 
would increase the deck size from 600 sq. ft. to 1800 sq. ft. This expansion 
go across a service drive to the South of Lakeview Center and extend 
existing patio towards the Wallace Bowl to the North. The project is 
contemplated to be executed in phases and could be completed in about a 
one year time frame, working around the busy summer season. It has an 
estimated cost of slightly over one million dollars as represented in the 
Professional Services Agreement with Woodhouse Tinucci Architects. 
Director Wilson directed the public’s attention to a Memorandum from a 
prior Lakefront Committee meeting regarding the project timeline. In 
summary, this project started at about this time of year two years ago when 
the Board included funds for a comprehensive plan for Lakeview Center in 
the 2020 budget. In March of 2020, an agreement was approved with 
Woodhouse Tinucci Architects. The project was subsequently put on hold 
due to the pandemic. In December of 2020, staff informed the Lakefront 
Committee that there were plans to move forward again with Woodhouse 
Tinucci and begin planning. In June of 2021, the Lakefront Committee 
received a presentation on the proposed conceptual designs. The Lakefront 
Committee then reported on the project to the full Board at both the June 
and July Board meetings. In July, the Lakefront Committee approved a 
public input process to be facilitated by staff utilizing a project website, a 
feedback survey and two in-person open houses. These initiatives were 
launched throughout August of 2021. At the August Board meeting, 
Woodhouse Tinucci Architects then presented the same design concepts 



Board of Park Commissioners 
  October 18, 2021 

Unapproved 
 

Page 17 of 21 
 

to the full Board. In a late August Lakefront Committee meeting, the 
Lakefront Committee were presented the initial summary of the feedback to 
date. The report at the September Board meeting from the Lakefront 
Committee included a brief summary of the discussion at the August 
Committee meeting delivered by Director Wilson himself as the Chair of the 
Lakefront Committee was absent that evening. Most recently, another 
Lakefront Committee meeting was held two weeks ago to further discuss 
the proposed renovations which resulted in a Committee vote to 
recommend the proposed design concept and related Profession Services 
Agreement to the full Board for its consideration. At this time, President 
Murdock opened the floor to public comment. After public comment and 
Board discussion, President Murdock entertained motions for consideration 
of the Lakeview Center design concept. Vice President Goebel moved and 
Commissioner Duffy seconded a motion to approve the design concept for 
the Lakeview Center, as recommended by the Lakefront Committee.  

   
  By a roll call vote, voting Yes, Commissioners: Duffy, Anderson, Frazier, 

Kosloskus, Clarke, Murdock and Goebel. Voting No, none. Absent, none; 
Motion Carried. 

 
  President Murdock then entertained motions to approve the design services 

proposal. Commissioner Clarke moved and Commissioner Frazier 
seconded a motion to approve the design services proposal, as 
recommended by the Lakefront Committee. Director Wilson gave a brief 
synopsis of the proposal. This would allow the architect to take the 
conceptual designs through a more detailed design development to 
facilitate bid work and more exact budgets. Once the bids are in, this would 
facilitate construction. President Murdock clarified this would allow for the 
design work of all three project phases and it would be the Board’s decision 
as to the order of implementation. 

   
  By a roll call vote, voting Yes, Commissioners: Duffy, Anderson, Frazier, 

Kosloskus, Clarke, Murdock and Goebel. Voting No, none. Absent, none; 
Motion Carried. 

 
  Vice President Goebel shared that in the last Committee meeting following 

discussion regarding the Lakeview Center renovation, lakefront staff also 
presented a season end report. She commended staff on their report and 
the remarkable job they have done in a post-pandemic year. The Lakefront 
Committee will meet again on the first Monday of November.  

 
 5.2 GOLF OPERATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 
  Commissioner Duffy advised that the last Committee meeting was brief. The 

Committee received an update on the golf cart path project which has 
recently begun. Director Wilson added that construction has been moving 
at a rapid pace over the past couple days and staff is feeling good about the 
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progress. While the course is closed, the driving range remains open. 
Budgets for 2022 will be presented at the next Committee meeting, 
including a discounted rate for 2021 members due to the early closure of 
the course. The contract completion date is December 3rd but the Contractor 
is hoping to finish by November 19th. Director Wilson also advised that he 
has one interested party for the food service contract at the Golf Club.  

 
 5.3 PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
  No report as the Committee did not meet in October.  
 
 5.4 CENTENNIAL/FACILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT  
  President Murdock reported that the Centennial Committee met earlier this 

evening. He briefly highlighted some points from the Manager’s Report. 
There were 593 lap swimmers in September and averaged 100 a day. 
Sayre Froelich has joined the Park District as the new Pool and Ice 
Supervisor on October 4th. The Board welcomes her. The tennis courts at 
Gillson Park have recently been resurfaced and they are blue because that 
is the standard tennis court color now. Staff will be using this color scheme 
moving forward in other courts. Paddle capacity is bursting at the seams 
which leads to the bulk of the Committee conversation regarding the West 
Park Master Plan. For several months, the Committee has been discussing 
adding additional paddle courts, pickleball courts, adding a deck, expanding 
the hut and relocating the playground. The community gardens would not 
be affected by this plan. The Committee recommended that the playground 
be located to the northwest portion of the park, further away from the facility 
but the Committee intends to have additional discussions next month. The 
Committee recommended for 2022 that the Board consider adding all eight 
pickleball courts, relocating the playground, add an additional two paddle 
courts towards the north and a deck which will connect the current hut with 
the two existing northern courts. The Committee recommended for 2023 
that the Board consider expanding the hut, add two additional paddle courts 
and add a deck to the south to attach those two courts. The expansion 
would infringe upon the parking to the south but the Committee has verified 
that staff would still maintain full access to the facility despite this loss in 
parking. This is the recommendation and although it is not on the agenda 
tonight, President Murdock expects the Board to take this up next month.  

 
 5.5 FINANCIAL PLANNING & POLICY REPORT  
  Commissioner Clarke’s reported that the Financial Planning and Policy 

Committee briefly met on September 20th. Generally, the District is still 
doing well financially. Property taxes remain under budget but the due date 
is coming up soon and the Committee expects this revenue line item to fall 
in line with budget. The Park District is expecting a surplus in the range of 
$2 million. The Committee’s next meeting will be held October 25th. 
Commissioner Clarke further advised the Financial Planning & Policy 
Committee met as a Committee-of-the-Whole on September 27th to discuss 
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the Board Operations Manual. The Board conducted an in-depth analysis 
with respect to policy related items and updated the Board Manual to be in 
line with Illinois statutory requirements. The Board is waiting on a revised 
draft of the Board Manual from the Park Board Attorney. At which point, the 
Financial Planning and Policy Committee will review and make a 
recommendation to the Board. 

 
 5.6 REAL ESTATE COMMITTEE REPORT 
  No report as the Committee did not meet in October. 
 
 5.7 INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
  No report. 
 
6.0  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Director Wilson advised that under New Business, there is an amendment to the 
Intergovernmental Agreement with the Village of Wilmette. This amendment 
provides flexibility on the usage of the funds that the Village is providing to the 
District and establishes a deadline as to when those funds must be expended – 
two things that did not exist in the original IGA. The Ouilmette Foundation’s Beach 
Bash was held in September. Director Wilson thanked the Foundation Members, 
staff and the Wilmette Police Department for their time and efforts to make this 
event successful and safe. Due to Covid, the Park District is altering large events. 
Halloween Happening, a historically indoor event at the CRC, has been replaced 
by Pumpkin Palooza which will be held outdoors. 
 
Prior to discussing New Business, President Murdock stated the Board does 
strategic planning to some extent in terms of how the Board allocates funds and 
capital planning. However, the Board would like to conduct a more formal strategic 
planning process. He asked Director Wilson and Commissioner Anderson to 
provide insight as to how the Board may go about achieving this. Commissioner 
Anderson stated that she has begun to research other Park Districts in the state 
and identify what their strategic plans look like. She has also begun studying 
process, how those Districts created their strategic plans, what type of input there 
was and how long the process took to establish a strategic plan. She feels strongly 
that this is something the District should pursue but the first step will be in 
understanding how other Districts have approached strategic planning. Many 
neighboring Districts have only recently implemented strategic planning and 
Commissioner Anderson believes reviewing this information will be helpful. 
Director Wilson added that strategic planning will guide this agency into the future 
and provide a baseline to reflect upon. He stated that research will help understand 
the nuance difference between strategic planning and a community needs 
assessment. Vice President Goebel stated she looks forward to this endeavor.  

 
7.0        UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 
 



Board of Park Commissioners 
  October 18, 2021 

Unapproved 
 

Page 20 of 21 
 

8.0      NEW BUSINESS 
8.1 RESOLUTION 2021-R-5, A RESOLUTION APPROVING A SECOND AMENDMENT TO THE 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE AND THE 
WILMETTE PARK DISTRICT.  
Commissioner Frazier moved and Commissioner Kosloskus seconded a 
motion to approve a second Amendment to the Intergovernmental Agreement 
between the Village of Wilmette and the Wilmette Park District.     
 
There was a brief recap of what Director Wilson had stated in his Executive 
Director’s Report. Commissioner Duffy noted that the date to use the funds by 
is December 2nd, 2024. Director Wilson clarified that the money must be spent 
and invoices must be submitted to the Village by this date. Commissioner 
Clarke asked if there are any concerns that the Board will not be able to meet 
this date. She noted how long it took to accomplish the bathroom and fitness 
path at Community Playfield. President Murdock stated that is a valid concern. 
From a practical standpoint though, were the Board not to make this 
amendment, there would be no flexibility to spend this money elsewhere. He 
noted the funds could now be used to resurface tennis courts or implement a 
temperature controlled system at Thornwood Park where the ice rink is during 
the winter. Director Wilson added that the landscape plans could be 
implemented with these funds as well.  
 
By a roll call vote, voting Yes, Commissioners: Duffy, Anderson, Frazier, 
Kosloskus, Clarke, Murdock and Goebel. Voting No, none. Absent, none; 
Motion Carried. 

 
8.2 IAPD CREDENTIAL CERTIFICATE 

Commissioner Duffy moved and Commissioner Kosloskus seconded a motion 
to approve Director Wilson as delegate and Commissioner Murdock as 
alternative to represent the Wilmette Park District at the IAPD Annual Business 
Meeting to be held January 27-29, 2022.  
 
By a roll call vote, voting Yes, Commissioners: Duffy, Anderson, Frazier, 
Kosloskus, Clarke, Murdock and Goebel. Voting No, none. Absent, none; 
Motion Carried. 

 
9.0 ADJOURNMENT TO CLOSED SESSION 

Commissioner Clarke moved and Commissioner Duffy seconded a motion to move 
to Closed Session for the purposes of the Discussion of the Appointment, 
Employment, Compensation, Discipline, Performance, or Dismissal of Specific 
Employees or Specific Individuals Who Serve as Independent Contractors or 
Specific Volunteers, in Accordance with Section 2(C)1 of the Open Meetings Act. 
 
By a roll call vote, voting Yes, Commissioners: Duffy, Anderson, Frazier, 
Kosloskus, Clarke, Murdock and Goebel. Voting No, none. Absent, none; Motion 
Carried. 
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10.0 RECONVENE REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

There being no further business to conduct, Vice President Goebel moved and 
President Murdock second a motion to reconvene the Regular Board meeting at 
11:29 p.m. 
 
By a roll call vote, voting Yes, Commissioners: Duffy, Anderson, Frazier, 
Kosloskus, Clarke, Murdock and Goebel. Voting No, none. Absent, none; Motion 
Carried. 

 
11.0 ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to conduct, President Murdock adjourned the 
Regular Board meeting at 11:29 p.m. 
 
By a unanimous voice vote; Motion Carried. 

 
 
Minutes Approved on: TBD 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Catherine Serbin 
Executive Administrative Assistant 
  

           Catherine A. Serbin



Voucher List Presented to the Board of Park Commissioners
At the Regular Meeting of November 8, 2021



Vendor Name Amount Type of Service/Products #

ENGIE Resources LLC 116,981.04          Electric Service for Various Areas
PDRMA 109,409.19          Property Liability Empl Practice WC and Health Insurance 10/21
Evans & Sons Blacktop Inc. 99,545.74            Gillson/Tennis Court - Capital Project
IL Municipal Retirement Fund 72,243.82            IMRF Contributions
VILLAGE OF WILMETTE 54,304.60            Water/Sewer Bill for Various Areas #

IMPERIAL SERVICE SYSTE 24,444.22            Cleaning Services for Various Areas #

The Lakota Group 12,610.00            Comprehensive Plan for Gillson
TST* SMOQUE BBQ 12,017.05            Paddle Match Catering #

Trane Chicago 11,187.99            CRC - Parts for HVAC Unit 2 & 3
Vanguard Energy Services LLC 11,056.79            Gas Services for Various Areas
Avalon Petroleum Co 9,259.91              Diesel Fuel for Various Areas
Christy Webber Co 8,261.00              Landscaping Services
Amazon 4,514.99              Supplies for Various Programs #

Amazon 2,906.37              Supplies for Various Facilities #

Amazon 191.62                 Equipment for Various Areas #

Amazon 307.00                 Office Supplies for Various Areas #

Amazon 44.89                   Coffee bar supplies #

Gewalt Hamilton Assoc., Inc. 7,520.00              Comm Play Flds Bthrm, Path, Drainage IMP
Haeger Engineering 7,500.00              Topographic Survey - Langdon Park
Water Technology Inc. 7,055.00              Building Services- Pool Assessment
CPTC,NFP 6,400.00              Men's Teams Entry Fees (24 Teams)
Alan Graham & Asso 6,090.00              Paddle Instruction
Illinois Baseball Academy 5,478.20              Fall Leagues
WASTE MGMT WM EZPAY 5,475.86              All Buildings - Trash/recycling #

SERVICE SANITATION 5,433.00              Portables for Various Areas #

Wage Works 5,204.26              Flexible Spending Account
Master Athletics 5,064.78              Paddle Balls for Resale and Programming

Total 610,507.32$        

Other Sundry Services/Products 114,734.96          Details on following page

Total Voucher List 725,242.28$        

Payroll Transfers

10/8/2021 291,979.52$        

10/22/2021 279,820.65$        

Total Payroll Transfers 571,800.17$        

Total Vouchers and Transfers 1,297,042.45$     

# - Paid with PCard

Commissioner-Motion Commissioner-Second

7,964.87      

We, the undersigned Officers of the Wilmette Park District, do hereby singularly approve for payment the above listed and detailed list of bills chargeable for the above
stated month and on which further approval was passed at a regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners of the Wilmette Park District.

Voucher List - Reconciliation
October-21

(Vendor Disbursements Over $5,000)



Voucher Approval Report

Vendor Disbursements under $5,000 by amount

Presented to the Board 11/08/2021

Vendor Name Amount Type of Service/Products #
ICMA Retirement Trust - 457 4,948.09                   Employee Contributions
Conserv Fs Inc. 4,917.50                   Turf Consultation - Soil Samples
Fitzgerald Lighting 4,800.00                   Howard Park - Field Lighting Repair
AT&T 4,609.77                   Communication Charges for Various Areas
Nicor Gas 4,392.03                   Gas Service for Various Areas
Easy Permit Postage 4,031.98                   Postage Charges for Patron Mailings
Seaway Supply Co 4,026.50                   Supplies for Various Areas
Konica Minolta Premier Finance 3,646.22                   Copier Leases for Various Areas
Sunset Logistics 3,392.88                   Gravel and Topdressing Sand for Golf 
Verizon Wireless 3,311.85                   Cell Phone Service for Various Areas
Faulks Bros Construction Inc. 3,250.13                   Greens Topdressing Sand
DELICIOUS UNLIMITED CO 2,655.80                   Catered Lunches for Various Programs #
MEETMAKER COM 2,577.15                   Entry Fees - Dells competition #
COMCAST CHICAGO 2,144.67                   Comcast TV and Internet for Various Areas #
Leibold Irrigation Inc. 2,096.55                   Irrigation Repair
NSSRA FOUNDATION 2,000.00                   2021 NSSRA Golf Outing #
Walsh Marine Products, Inc. 1,862.00                   Equipment Supplies
ACUSHNET BILLTRUST 1,861.81                   Golf Inventory for Resale #
Nike USA Inc. 1,732.62                   Golf Inventory for Resale
Ill. Dept. of Revenue 1,669.00                   9/21 Sales Tax
FASTSIGNS 100101 1,610.21                   Menu & Wayfinding Signage-Fat Shallot Gillson Beach #
Innovative Attraction Mgmt Aquatic Risk Prevention LLC 1,610.00                   Lifeguard Certifications
Bushwaller, Sally 1,551.66                   Fall Dog Classes
MARK'S PLUMBING PARTS 1,448.32                   CRC EC - Water filling station #
NSWPTL 1,400.00                   2021-22 League Fees
THINKGARD 1,298.00                   Managed Backup Service #
DMI* DELL HLTHCR/PTR 1,289.70                   Dell WD19TB Docking Stations #
ZOHO CORPORATION 1,195.00                   IT Ticketing Software #
GOODE & FRESH PIZZA BA 1,132.87                   Catered Lunches for Various Programs #
REVDANCE.TENTH HOUSE 1,104.00                   Costumes - Nutcracker #
Amazing Minds 1,085.88                   Amazing Minds Fall
Tressler, LLP 1,050.00                   Legal Services for WPD
New York Life Insurance Co 1,022.64                   WPD Employee Premiums
SQ *THE POOL GUY'S-CHI 1,000.00                   Pool - Scuba leak inspection #
WITTEK GOLF 979.31                      Driving Range Supplies #
IDLEWOOD ELECTRIC SUPP 959.13                      Repairs for Various Areas #
TRACTOR SUPPLY #2327 958.00                      Parks - Supplies/snow fences #
REGIONAL TRUCK EQUIPME 957.26                      West Park - New Van equipment supplies #
MEDLINE INDUSTRIES INC 921.02                      First Aid Supplies - Various areas #
QUALITY SPORTS INC 900.00                      Rental Clubs #
Technology Mgt Rev Fund 900.00                      Park District Wide Internet Service Connection
State Chemical Solutions 889.30                      Golf/CRC/Tennis/Ice- Drain Treatment
SP * ARTRAGEOUS APPARE 789.25                      Yankee Doodle Dash Shirts #
MENARDS MORTON GROVE I 765.41                      Supplies for Various areas and programs #
AC MARRIOTT NSHVL 744.59                      Housing Expense - NRPA Conference #
Market Access Corp 700.00                      September Liquor Liability
AFLAC 693.14                      Employee Contributions
Rock N' Kids 680.00                      Summer Class - Tot Rock
DIRECT FITNESS SOLUTIO 645.39                      Equipment repairs for various facilities #
Caravaggio, Spencer 600.00                      Paddle Camp Instructions
Frontline Technologies Group LLC 600.00                      Export & Create Applicant Tracking Files
Chess-Ed LLC 575.40                      Chess Enrichment - 1 Week Summer Camp
Tebon's Gas Service 570.60                      Propane - Ice
IMMERSIVE VAN GOGH ... 568.40                      Tickets for Mallinckrodt Outing #
IDENTISYS INCORPORATED 554.24                      Entrust CD880 ID Printer #
IPRA 543.00                      Membership Dues for Various Employees #
Kaplan, Brendan Samuel 528.60                      Replacement Check
RUSSO HARDWARE INC - C 526.00                      Parks - Equipment supplies/trimmers #
THE HOME DEPOT 498.80                      Supplies for Various Facilities #
COMCAST BUSINESS 471.28                      Comcast Phone #
SWEETWATER SOUND 445.96                      Sound Equipment - Beauty and the Beast #
Moran, Grace Marie 442.87                      Replacement Check
SQ *WEST END FLORISTS, 399.60                      Parks - Fall flowers/mums #
PLUG N PAY TECHNOLOGIE 396.36                      Credit Card Fees #



Magic of Gary Kantor 378.00                      Magic Class
Jung, Emily Clare 374.76                      Replacement Check
TARGET        00011254 372.94                      Supplies for Various Programs #
A WISH COME TRUE 358.94                      Costumes - Dance Team #
ILIPRA.ORG 330.00                      Job postings #
EIG*CONSTANTCONTACT.CO 315.00                      Monthly Fee: Online EBlast/Enewsletter Service #
The Brave Way LLC 310.80                      Self Defense Summerworkshop
Koppenhoefer, Jaimie 302.80                      Replacement Check
LEFTYS PIZZA KITCHEN 300.83                      Food for Board Meetings #
ESSENTIAL WONDERS 299.99                      CRC - Fitness table for coffee maker L.W. #
Taflove, S 298.00                      Canasta & Mah Jongg Lessons
GRAINGER 290.02                      Supplies and repairs for Various Areas #
AMERICAN RED CROSS 288.00                      Babysitting Training Certificates #
JW MARRIOTT NASHVILLE 286.27                      Meal Expense - NRPA Conference (SW & EG) #
DISCOUNT DANCE SUPPLY 276.75                      Costumes - Nutcracker #
Zanon, Tiffany 263.55                      Replacement Check
Jorson & Carlson Co Inc. 261.16                      Ice Scraper Sharpened
IN *MID CENTRAL PEST C 260.00                      Pest Control for Various Areas #
ZEP PRODUCTS 247.22                      CRC powerhouse cleaner #
Cintas First Aid & Safety 242.67                      First Aid Supplies for Various Areas
Thomas, Lindsay 238.43                      July 3rd Breakfast for Staff
Baer, Daniel E. 236.69                      Replacement Check
STATE CHEMIC*STATE CHE 224.91                      CRC air care program #
Boudos, Alexander 209.31                      Replacement Check
Il Dept Of Natural Resources 206.00                      Replacement Check
FOX VALLEY FIRE AND SA 205.00                      Fire alarm radio lease for various areas #
Konica Minolta Business Solutions 199.89                      Copier Usage for Various Areas
Stitch Mine 191.49                      Replacement Check
Millen T V Hardware 191.02                      Supplies for Various Facilities
AEREX PEST CONTROL SER 190.00                      CRC pest control #
GROOT INDUSTRIES INCOR 187.20                      Buildings - Trash/recycling #
WILLSCOT MOBILE MINI 179.03                      Sailing Beach Winter Storage Container #
DHARMA TRADING CO 175.09                      Supplies-tie dye #
JOANN STORES #2117 162.76                      Costumes - Beauty and the Beast #
CKO*WWW.ISTOCKPHOTO.CO 149.00                      Monthly fee for stock image service #
Reinders Inc. 142.82                      Bearings
SANGOMA US INC 137.79                      District Fax Solution #
Hart, Michael B. 136.70                      Replacement Check
GOVERNMENT FINANCE OFF 135.00                      Annual Governmental GAAP Update #
Seiden, Sharon 129.91                      Replacement Check
DOLLAR TREE 129.02                      Supplies for Various Programs #
AAA LOCK AND KEY 127.40                      Keys and Lock Repair for Various Areas #
GMIS ILLINOIS 125.00                      GMIS Conference Registration #
DBC*BLICK ART MATERIAL 124.66                      Art Supplies #
UPS*1ZV4UT090320022610 120.98                      Returns - golf #
Bluemack 120.64                      Employee Name Tags & Nameplates
The Sherwin-Williams Co 114.95                      Parks - Paint Gates
S&S WORLDWIDE, INC. 114.73                      Supplies-Sports #
GEMPLER'S 112.98                      West Park - Grounds supplies/pesticide #
RINKSYSTEMS.COM 112.13                      Hockey goal water bottle holders. #
FS *BRIGHTPOD.COM 99.00                        Marketing Management Software #
McNamara-Brosnan, Susan 99.00                        Misc. Contract Services - Gymnastics
CORNER BAKERY 0125 98.91                        Mallinckrodt lunches for Van Gogh day trip #
SHERWIN WILLIAMS 70147 98.03                        Parks - Gates paint supplies #
JEWEL OSCO 94.34                        Supplies for various programs and areas #
Reynolds-Freeman, Catherine E 90.96                        Reissue Unclaimed Property Ck.249548 252405 258185
WHENIWORK.COM 90.00                        When I Work subscription fee. #
Quill 85.62                        Office Supplies for Various Areas
POWER SYSTEMS-800-321- 82.98                        Studio Equipment #
LOU MALNATIS - EVANSTO 81.70                        Food for Meeting #
ASE TEST FEES 81.00                        West Park - Mechanic A. Zicher steering test fee #
Dubin, Lora 81.00                        Employee Reimbursement
ALLSTATE ARENA 80.00                        Parking at Gold over America tour #
TST* VALLEY LODGE TAVE 79.19                        West Park - K. Solberg program supplies #
GARVEYS OFFICE PRODUCT 77.78                        CRC 2022 calendars and doorstops for maintenance #
IL TOLLWAY-AUTOREPLENI 75.00                        CRC - Toll pass replenished #
YOURCOURTS SUBSCR 70.00                        Tennis Court Booking Software #
GALETON 66.56                        Parks - PPE/Gloves #
YOUR ANSWERING SERVICE 55.43                        Answering Service for Various Areas #
Napa Auto Parts/Genuine Parts Co 54.25                        Equipment for Various Areas
MILLEN HARDWARE 54.20                        Supplies-Paint for road letters #
JAMF SOFTWARE, LLC 54.00                        Apple Mobile Device Management #
LEARN TO SKATE USA 51.75                        US foFS membership instructors/ skaters #
MARTINS BBQ JOINT 47.76                        Meal Expense - NRPA Conference #
ZOOM.US 888-799-9666 44.97                        Video Meeting Software #



GOODWILL RETAIL #160 44.37                        Costumes - Beauty and the Beast #
Grower Equip & Supply Co 43.88                        Parks - Oil Filters for Mowing Service
PANASONIC - AA 35.00                        Onboard Internet for Explore Online Work #
PANERA BREAD #600721 O 33.48                        Parks - Program meeting supplies #
ADOBE INC 33.46                        Adobe Software Purchase #
Weiss Ace Hardware 30.96                        Building Repairs & Supplies for Various Facilities
WALGREENS #15211 25.90                        Supplies for Various Programs #
CRAFTWOOD LUMBER & HAR 25.39                        Parks - Wood/grounds repair #
Fastsigns-Morton Grove 25.39                        Employee Business Cards - (T.Brooks)
PARK DISTRICT RISK MAN 25.00                        West Pk  - Mechanic A. Zicher OSHA & safety class #
ComEd 24.99                        Electric Service - Thornwood Park
CFDYNAMICS 24.95                        Leagues Web Hosting #
DOMINO'S 2888 17.08                        Youth Basketball - Coaches Meeting #
Illinois Dept of Revenue 16.81                        Garnishment Pmt
CHICAGO TRIB SUBSCRIPT 15.96                        Chicago Tribune Subscription #
Collins, Arthur B 14.42                        Replacement Check
QUIZNOS #11962 12.43                        Meal Expense - NRPA Conference #
SQ *CREMA, COFFEE ROAS 9.10                         Meal Expense at NRPA conference #
Tanner Industries Inc. 6.00                         Ammonia/Supplies for Ice Rink System ICE -
APPLE.COM/BILL 0.99                         West Park - K. Solberg phone supply #
IL SPORTS TURF MGRS (440.00)                    REFUND/West Park - Facility staff outing #

# - Paid with PCard 114,734.96



From: Steve Wilson
To: Catherine Serbin
Subject: FW: [external] Trust
Date: Friday, October 22, 2021 10:39:34 AM

Next board packet.

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
swilson@wilpark.org

-------- Original message --------
From: Alan Golden <goldeam@gmail.com>
Date: 10/21/21 1:06 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Mike Murdock <mmurdock@wilpark.org>, Patrick Duffy <pduffy@wilpark.org>, Allison
Frazier <afrazier@wilpark.org>, Lindsay Anderson <landerson@wilpark.org>, Kara
Kosloskus <kkosloskus@wilpark.org>, Julia Goebel <jgoebel@wilpark.org>, Cecilia Clarke
<cclarke@wilpark.org>
Cc: Steve Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: [external] Trust

Dear Wilmette Park Board Commissioners,

I would like to share some observations I have regarding the last couple of board meetings, including
the board meeting on Monday, October 18th.

A theme that was communicated from the board at these meetings (and most meetings) is that the
board listens to the residents and is responsive to feedback from the village. There is also the theme
that the board feels the residents do not trust them to do the right things for the village and the
village parks. I believe there are many reasons for the lack of trust that many feel toward the park
board. Some are rooted in history, others more recent. I would like to remind the board that trust
goes both ways, and it is something that must be earned and is rarely given freely in any
relationship.

I would like to use the October 18th meeting as an example. As you probably realize, I am sort of a
numbers guy, and I like things that can be quantified and documented. At the meeting on October
18th, I did not take extensive notes on what residents presented to the board. Instead, I just simply
tallied those in favor of the Lakeview Center renovations (notice I did not say “expansion”) and those
who spoke against. The total was 25 against and seven for. This is a 3.6 to one ratio against. I also
spent some time going through all the letters posted in the packet for the meeting. By my count,
there were 36 letters opposed to the Lakeview Center plan and seven for. This is a 5.1 to one ratio
against. Despite the clear sentiment against proceeding with the Lakeview Center renovations at this
time, the board voted unanimously to proceed.

One line of explanation from many board members was that they “did their own research” and
spoke with friends, neighbors, etc., and the overwhelming response was positive. How does this
completely undocumented method trump letters to the board and people taking time to come to a
board meeting to speak? Many people when presented with an idea in casual conversation will

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=STEPHEN WILSON
mailto:cserbin@wilpark.org


agree that it sounds reasonable. How much time have they spent on their own research and
investigations into the topic? Does this weigh more than residents who have been coming to
meetings and writing letters to the board (or both)? My feeling is that if village residents really care
about something, they would invest the time and energy to get involved and more than a passing
“that sounds good” in a conversation. I put residents who do not express a formal, documented
opinion as “neutral” in the discussion. This is neither good, nor bad, and I am not being critical of
those who choose not to get formally involved in any particular issue. I certainly am not involved in
every aspect of village government either.

This brings us back to the issue of trust.  I hope this letter has shed a bit of light on where the
feelings of lack of trust may come from, at least from my point of view. While I am sure the board
“listens”, I am not really sure you “hear”, if you understand my meaning.

This letter is not meant to be for or against anything currently before the board. I just wanted to
point out from my observations where much of the feelings toward the board come from.  I would
be happy to discuss this topic further with any board member at any time. I would look forward to
that discussion.

Thank you all for your time and attention. I hope this will prove helpful. That was my intention.

 

Best regards,
Alan Golden
2516 Laurel Lane
847-309-7523



From: Cecilia Clarke
To: S Meyer
Cc: Steve Wilson; Catherine Serbin
Subject: RE: [external] Gilson Park
Date: Thursday, November 4, 2021 5:50:19 PM

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Meyer,

Thank you for your comments. Your email will be included in the packet for the Board meeting this
Monday, November 8.

Cecilia Clarke

From: S Meyer [sasjmm16@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 04, 2021 3:27 PM
To: Mike Murdock
Cc: Julia Goebel; Lindsay Anderson; Cecilia Clarke; Patrick Duffy; Allison Frazier; Kara Kosloskus;
cserrbin@wilpark.org
Subject: [external] Gilson Park

We are not part of the “Keep Gilson Green” group, but we definitely agree with that
sentiment. Do not cut down mature trees for the sole purpose of moving/adding more
pavements or buildings.

We generally think the Park District should Maintain our parks/green spaces.  Seemingly there
has been a lot of improvements in the last 10-15 years and precious little maintenance.

We are decidedly  not in favor of the addition to Lakeview Center.

On November 3 we attended the open house and talked to a Lakota Employee who was
helpful gave us more detailed information.

We DO Like:
We only like scheme #1

We do like the boardwalk to the dog beach (tho we don’t have dogs). Too much sand to wade
through just to watch.

Middle Drive seems to have little purpose since we’ve only seen it blocked off. Removal
would be good to have less pavement in the park

We Do NOT Like:
No need to remove Upper Drive until / unless in the future it comes into conflict with
MWRD.  It has not been an issue during a long past and at this point is an unnecessary
expense.

No need for a shelter. We both have mixed feelings about a new bathroom when the
“enhanced” Lakeview Center is nearby and beach facilities not much farther.

Totally against a new handicap ramp! It would barely be used. Their transport would most
 likely drop them off closer to the beach via the beach entrance or to the park via the Overlook
Drive. Taking out 33+ trees would be outrageous. If an arborist has recommended removing

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CECILIA CLARKE4C8
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dead or diseased trees, then remove them.  Keep in mind that it could take decades for new
trees to reach maturity. Please do not remove trees all at once.

Moving the entrance drive is also unnecessary and frivolous. Please do not do this.

Sincerely,

Mike Meyer and Sally Meyer
2039 Hollywood Ct.
Wilmette, IL



From: Cecilia Clarke
To: Maizie S; Allison Frazier; Julia Goebel; Kara Kosloskus; Lindsay Anderson; Mike Murdock; Patrick Duffy
Cc: Steve Wilson; Catherine Serbin
Subject: RE: [external] Impact of Gillson Proposal
Date: Thursday, November 4, 2021 1:57:23 PM

Dear Ms. Snyder,

Thank you for your email. It will be included in the packet for the November 8 board meeting.

I am confused by your claims. Can you tell me where your information comes from? There are no plans
to remove 40 trees from Gillson Park. In fact, there are no plans to remove any trees at all. The
consultants provided 4 concept drawings to the Park District Board in late September which provided
ideas which the Park District might consider including in a comprehensive plan for the park. One of those
ideas potentially included the removal of at most 25 trees, not 40 as you state. But importantly, these are
ideas that have not been voted on by the board and are subject to further revision. In that regard I hope
you were able to attend one of the recent public input meetings to provide feedback to the consultants.

There are dead and dying trees that do need to be removed for the health of the park. Personally, I
would also like to remove trees that are invasive and ecologically harmful such as buckthorn, callery pear
and norway maple. But beyond that I do not favor the removal of trees unless it is to promote safety. In
such a situation, I will choose safety over a tree.

If you haven’t done so, I urge you to review the concept drawings that the Lakefront consultants
provided the board and which can be found on the Park District website at
https://www.wilmettepark.org/gillson-comprehensive-plan and
https://www.wilmettepark.org/upload/GCP21_Presentation-Update-9.27.21.pdf. You will see that most of
these concepts do increase green space. In addition, Harbor Drive absolutely needs to be repaired and its
safety improved, but beyond that, I'm not sure any construction would be of the scale you project.

Again, thank you for your thoughts.

Cecilia Clarke

From: Maizie S [masnyder222@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 04, 2021 11:34 AM
To: Allison Frazier; Cecilia Clarke; Julia Goebel; Kara Kosloskus; Lindsay Anderson; Mike Murdock; Patrick
Duffy
Subject: [external] Impact of Gillson Proposal

Commissioners,

It is with great frustration I write this email. The proposed plans to effectively upend and
destroy Gillson can not be accepted. There are so many aspects of this proposal that are
upsetting.

As the board of a park district, I would expect there to be more care and priority of green
space and the environment. The proposed designs will take out more than 40 trees, use an
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exorbitant amount of physical resources, require continuous traffic of heavy machinery and
trucks to parade through village, and the carbon emissions emitted from said trucks as well as
the commuter vehicles of workers for the project would be outrageous. This project is so tone
deaf to the climate crises we are currently in. Not only that, but such a large scale project
would cause so much noise pollution that existing wild life would be driven out. The route and
entry points of construction would also have devastating effects on existing village
infrastructure, much of which has been recently reconstructed. Roads and park entrances that
costs millions of dollars will have to be redone, also contributing to the project’s carbon
footprint. Such a proposal would do nothing but serve the egos of the village board and be an
embarrassment to the residents of Wilmette. 

As someone with a civil engineering degree, I know what the construction of a project of this
scale will actually entail. I implore you to hire outside civil and environmental engineer
consultants to evaluate the effects and impacts these proposals have. The board needs to
understand what a project this big will actually look like and cost us, not only monetarily, but
environmentally and visually. Gillson and east Wilmette will be invaded, serving as a constant
construction zone for years. On top of that, such a project will require regular maintenance
which would continuously disturb residents and park visitors, whilst also potentially costing
hundreds of thousands of dollars a year. 

The architect group commissioned to submit designs do not have the interest of the
environment or residents in mind. They are only creating proposals that generate money, they
are pandering to greed and ego. Gillson should not be exploited and used as a means to make
money. Gillson is a park for the residents of Wilmette first, respect their wishes to keep it
green.

The park layout has served as a functional space for decades. Gillson is a beloved public park
that is one of the only true green lake front sanctuaries on the north shore, if not all of
Chicago. We should be fighting to preserve its legacy, not destroy it. Please allow it to
continue to shine as it is. There is no need for additional concrete, parking, or buildings.
Approve designs that do not sacrifice Gillson’s integrity or pander to non-resident parties. In
2015, the voices of Wilmette residents had their say, keep Gillson green. Do not betray the
tax-paying citizens’ will and destroy a park.

Thank you,
Maizie Snyder

907 Elmwood Ave
Wilmette, IL
60091



To: Wilmette Park Board and Staff 

Re: Lakeview Center renovation 

I hope that this letter can be included as public comment for the next meeting, and that you 
were able to review and consider my previous letter advocating for a Nature Center within the 
new Lakeview building. It is encouraging to hear that the Lakeview Center may host future 
nature programming. However, I believe those programs may not take, if the park district does 
not carve out a dedicated and unique space for them. I understand your desire to keep the 
newly designed spaces within Lakeview flexible, for other events/programs. But I strongly urge 
you to create, specifically, a permanent ‘naturey’ space (maybe on the lower level) that better 
reflects the surroundings of the Lakeview Center and Gillson Park. 

This space could have a number of educational/interpretive displays, such as the history and 
creation of Gillson Park, the harbor, and the channel along Bahai (in honor of our 
sesquicentennial celebration); as well as ecological and wildlife displays highlighting the plants 
and animals that live in Gillson. The adjacent patio could host outdoor signage (similar to 
Rosewood Beach in Highland Park) to entice folks to linger and learn about the flora and fauna 
of the Park.  

Simple yet engaging ideas could have a big impact, such as a daily board informing people of 
the most recent sightings of birds/wildlife, and current wildflowers in bloom (similar to Chicago 
Botanic Garden). A bird watching station with binoculars or telescope, fixed on a birdfeeder, or 
a nearby tree/nest. Materials and/or gear that could be checked out with a driver’s license or 
rented: binoculars, field guides, snow shoes, etc. 

There is so much potential right now to devote Lakeview to the nature of Gillson Park! Let’s join 
our neighboring communities who already have Nature Centers, and demonstrate that 
Wilmette values preserving and protecting our crown jewel. 

Thank you for your consideration, as you continue to move forward in the planning of the 
Lakeview Center renovation. 

Annie Wolter and family 
420 Park Ave., Wilmette 

 



From: Crane, Ruth
To: Gillson Comprehensive Plan
Subject: [external] Parks plan
Date: Friday, October 29, 2021 5:19:17 PM

 
This is ridiculous.
 
Our taxes are too high.
 
On the weekends the park is FILLED, FILLED, FILLED with people who do NOT live in Wilmette. We
don’t even go there on weekends anymore.
 
I do not want to pay for this nonsense.
 
Put up a fence and charge the nonresidents the way they do in the other suburbs!!!!
 
I also don’t appreciate the inappropriate tone of your question and answer page. It seems you
believe yourselves to be correct and the citizens of this town to be unworthy of their opinions.
 
Be sure I will vote in the next election.
*********************EMAIL DISCLAIMER********************* This email and
any files transmitted with it may be confidential and are intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you are not the intended recipient or the
individual responsible for delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient, any disclosure,
copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please delete it and notify the sender or
contact Health Information Management 312.413.4947.

mailto:RCraneSc@uic.edu
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From: Cecilia Clarke
To: Jonathan Rothschild
Cc: Steve Wilson; Catherine Serbin
Subject: RE: [external] Please include in packet for Board meeting on 11/8/21
Date: Friday, November 5, 2021 11:28:56 AM

Dear Jono,

Thank you for your email. It will be included in the packet for the Monday, November 8 Board Meeting.

Cecilia

From: Jonathan Rothschild [rothj@rbmchicago.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 04, 2021 8:06 PM
To: Mike Murdock; Julia Goebel; Lindsay Anderson; Cecilia Clarke; Patrick Duffy; Allison Frazier; Kara
Kosloskus
Cc: Steve Wilson
Subject: [external] Please include in packet for Board meeting on 11/8/21

Dear Commissioners:
 
I have lived in Wilmette for 38 years.  I have visited Gillson Park thousands of times—not the beach, but the park. I am a bird watcher,
and like many other birders, I spend countless hours looking for birds in Gillson. 
 
As you may know, Gillson is a critical stop-over for migratory birds on the Lake Michigan flyway. It is estimated that at least five million
birds pass through Gillson and other stops on the flyway for three months in the spring and almost four months in the fall. Habitat
preservation and enhancement is critical to the survival of these birds.
 
We are fortunate that the original designers of Gilson established green space with plenty of trees along the lake to provide resting spots
and sources of food for migrating and other birds. The Board should follow their lead and do all it can to protect existing mature trees and
natural spaces.
 
I am concerned that the concepts, other than Concept #1, that the Board has funded and is considering for Gillson fail to do that. Those
concepts add new parking, buildings, and more concrete. The plans for new parking are skewed and mislead the community. As several
Commissioners have accurately pointed out, Middle Drive is not used for parking, and should not be counted as existing parking. 
 
I walk on Middle Drive several times a week.  It is always locked and gated on the east end. The Board should stop counting Middle
Drive as existing parking.  That is not true.  Because it is not true, the Board’s claim that parking will not be increased is also not true and
is misleading.  We deserve transparency and candor, and we are not getting it.
 
There is no good reason to remove Middle Drive. I, and many others, use it as a safe pathway to walk and cycle through the park away
from car traffic. Many families push strollers with young children. Removing Middle Drive just to add a concrete path does not make
sense. Removing it to allow the Board to proclaim that it is adding green space is specious. Let’s be clear. The green space added by
removing Middle Drive is minimal and not worth the monetary cost or loss of trees it would cause. 
 
Like other residents, I want the roads and sewers to be fixed. Please tell us what is needed and how much it will cost. Without that
information, we can’t make an informed opinion. 
 
To me, the most important aspects of Gillson are the trees and the natural habitat.  Board members have said that they don’t want to
remove trees. So please don’t. 
 
Thank you.
 
Jono Rothschild
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From: Maria Fowkes
To: Gillson Comprehensive Plan
Subject: [external] Sailing beach restrooms
Date: Wednesday, October 20, 2021 7:53:36 AM

HI.  I just looked over the Gillson options.  Wow.  Everything is so well thought out.  There are such well illustrated
options.

I noticed that at the bottom of the Community Priorities under Special Conditions, it mentioned Sailing Beach
restrooms.  However, I did not see this listed under any of the options.  Which option would it be included in?

Maria Fowkes

mailto:mariajfowkes@icloud.com
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From: Cecilia Clarke
To: John Snyder
Cc: Steve Wilson; Catherine Serbin
Subject: RE: [external] Wilmette Lake Front concerns
Date: Tuesday, November 2, 2021 5:24:41 PM

Dear Mr. Snyder,

Thank you for your email. It will be included in the packet for the Board meeting scheduled for next Monday,
November 8.

Please let me clarify that there are no plans to remove trees from Gilson.  There are dead and dying trees that do
need to be removed for the health of the park and personally, I would also like to remove trees that are invasive and
ecologically harmful such as buckthorn, callery pear and norway maple. But beyond that I do not favor the removal
of trees unless it is to promote safety. In such a situation, I will choose safety over a tree.

If you haven't looked at the drawings submitted so far by Lakota, I urge you to do so. The drawings can be found at
https://www.wilmettepark.org/gillson-comprehensive-plan. I use the word drawings, because that is what they are:
ideas that have been put forward by the consultants but are not finalized in any way. Some of the ideas in some of
the drawings, if implemented, could result in tree removal, but the key words are "if implemented." I assure you that
no one on the board wants to remove trees.

I encourage you to attend the final public input session on the Gillson Comprehensive Plan. It is being held
tomorrow, November 3, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. at the Community Recreation Center. Finally as the ideas for Gillson
are refined, there will be a survey sent out for further feedback.

Regarding the Lakeview Center renovation,  you may want to look at the drawings and ideas prepared by Andy
Tinucci of Tinucci and Woodhouse. Those drawings can be found at https://www.wilmettepark.org/lakeview-center-
renovation-project. Andy Tinucci previously designed the new beach house and parking lot. He is a thoughtful and
talented architect. I believe the renovation is necessary and will enhance the Lakeview Center to the benefit of
Wilmette residents.

Cecilia Clarke
________________________________________
From: John Snyder [snyder.john@att.net]
Sent: Tuesday, November 02, 2021 2:08 PM
To: Mike Murdock
Cc: Patrick Duffy; Allison Frazier; Julia Goebel; Cecilia Clarke; Kara Kosloskus; Lindsay Anderson
Subject: [external] Wilmette Lake Front concerns

Mr Murdock, and follow Park Board members

My name is John Snyder and I have grown up and lived in Wilmette enjoying Gilson Park and its facilities as both a
parent and individual on the beach front for most of my 62 years. I presently use and have used the beach, sailing
beach and the Lakeview Center over my lifetime as a resident in Wilmette.  I currently live at 907 Elmwood Ave.,
and have been a resident since the 1980’s.

I am very concerned about the plans for Gilson and the leveling of the mature trees that provide the shade, charm
and beauty of Gilson Park. It would be a tragedy to “ improve” the facilities by widening the perfectly good roads to
allow access for more cars. Perticularilly when we as a nation are trying to limit vehicular traffic and pollution.
Mature trees are the solution. Open Green space is what needs to be preserved and cherished. Keep the Park vehicle
free if you want to improve it. There is adequate access and parking at the beachfront.

In general I find the Lakota group’s desire to "fix” something that is not broken a travesty. As a consultant they are
always on the look out for a solution to a problem we don’t have. Throughout the years the Board and the Lakota
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group have tried to jam a “solution" for Gilson through the board and community.  More buildings and permanent
structures are not needed. It seems that Board is trying to solve a problem that does not exist.

Please leave all "as it is" and leave Gilson for the people of Wilmette to enjoy and experience the jewel that is the
lakefront in its present state. The swimming beach and the recent lakefront additions work well and are more than
enough to provide the seasonal use that our climate provides. Our walking paths and access are wonderful as is. We
do not need a deluxe sailing shack, shelters and other accoutrements for the enjoyment of the park and lakefront.

As to the Lakeview Center, leave it as it is. Our  small community does not have a need to provide solutions for all
the neighboring communities and constituents outside of our village. We have other wonderful facilities and
community centers.

I look at The Lakeview Center as a facility that is used seasonally and is in keeping with its character and the
original design.  The state of repair and utilization are in line with each other as a "seasonal “ facility. Lets not spend
millions of dollars and create a facility that needs more and more revenue to keep it up - and then burden the
community with a white elephant.

Revenue should not be our problem at the lake front. It is utilized by more than it can handle throughout the
summer. Increase the fees to non-community based individuals by a significant amount. why not ? Also Limit
parking in the surrounding area and let PACE and the buses shuttle individuals to and from the Metra lots or CTA
lots- as most of the other surrounding communities do. And charge for it. We have a great Lake Front facility.
Charge a reasonable access fee to residents and increase the fees to outsiders significantly to reflect the burden that
our residents pay in our taxes.

Most importantly keep the trees, green space and character that is, and has been, Gilson for so long for future
generations to enjoy. We don’t need another amusement  kiosk or burdensome facility. If we want to spend money
on Gilson and the lakefront,  plant more trees and increase the maintenance budget. Staff the area off season with
attendants to keep it clean and safe for the enjoyment of all Wilmette residents. Work with other community
conservation groups, the nature conservancy and other wildlife groups to enhance what we have.

Most importantly don’t destroy what cant be replaced with more bricks, mortar, concrete and traffic. I am sure you
all joined the board to help our community. I would remind you of a simple creed. Do no harm

thank you

John

John Snyder
907 Elmwood Ave
Wilmette, IL
snyder.john@att.net



From: Steve Wilson
To: Catherine Serbin
Subject: FW: [external] Fw: Lakeview Center vs. Gillson Comprehensive Plan
Date: Thursday, October 14, 2021 2:56:54 PM

For packet.
 
Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
www.wilmettepark.org
847-256-9617
 

From: marykseyfarth@yahoo.com <marykseyfarth@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2021 1:27 PM
To: Steve Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>; Julia Goebel <jgoebel@wilpark.org>; Cecilia Clarke
<cclarke@wilpark.org>; Patrick Duffy <pduffy@wilpark.org>; Allison Frazier <afrazier@wilpark.org>;
Lindsay Anderson <landerson@wilpark.org>; Kara Kosloskus <kkosloskus@wilpark.org>;
mmurdoch@wilpark.org
Subject: [external] Fw: Lakeview Center vs. Gillson Comprehensive Plan
 
 
 
 
October 14, 2021
 
To:  Wilmette Park District Board of Park Commissioners.
 
I am a 3rd generation Highland Parker and two years ago I moved to Wilmette, IL.
  
In 2000 I was appointed by the Mayor of Highland Park to serve on the Highland Park Historical
Commission.  Serving for nine years I am familiar with the criteria to preserve historical sites on the North
Shore.  
 
Gillson Park is now my "front yard" and I am enriched by its open space, trees and landscape.  As a
concerned citizen I attended, in June, a Park Dist. survey meeting and added my suggestions to the
Gillson Park Plan. And I spoke at Oct. 4, 2021 Lakeview Committee meeting.
 
I believe you are putting the cart before the horse.  And with all I have heard, I believe, you are robbing
Wilmette citizens of the historical significance of today's Gillson Park.  The whole history and landscape
significance  of Gillson Park has not been discussed as a topic at meetings. The correct and honest thing
to do is to address the importance of the original plan on which the Gillson Park Plan stands.     
 
Today's Gillson Park is the living fulfillment of the 1920's "Washington Plan" supported by Jens Jensen,
nationally known landscape designer, and designed by Clyde Wagstaff and Robert Everly.  It is a Master
Landscape Design.  Lakeview Center occupies the "service section" of the 1920's plan.  Therefore, it is
part of the original plan. 
 
The  commissioners of the Park Dist. should respect the historic integrity of Gillson Park.  It meets  criteria
to be listed on the National Register of Historic Places.   Also drawn on the 1920's Wagstaff/Everly plan is
an "open theatre".  That space is now occupied by the Wallace Bowl.  Wallace Bowl was a WPA project,
a very successful federal employment program.  It should be a National Landmark.
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KEEP GILLSON GREEN. 
 
It is important to up date the infrastructure, improve drainage, trim the trees and plant more.
The Washington Plan is meeting the test of time.  Do not sell out your history.  
 
Thank you.
 
Mary K. Seyfarth
The Coach House, 735 Michigan Ave.
Wilmette, IL. 60091 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
November 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
STORM WATER PRESENTATION - THORNWOOD 
 
The consultants representing the Village of Wilmette, along with Village of Wilmette staff, 
will present the attached slides to outline the design, timing, and process for the final 
phase of the Neighborhood Storage Project. The designs are now at 100% completion, 
and are ready to go out to bid later in November so work can take place around the school 
schedule in the summer of 2022. As for park amenities, at this time, the only designs 
included are for an irrigation system which is estimated to cost less than the original 
estimate when the intergovernmental agreement was drafted.  The irrigation system will 
be critical to the success of the turf at Thornwood Park, as evidenced by the struggles to 
grow turf at Hibbard Park without an irrigation system.  The system proposed for 
Thornwood is significantly less complex and smaller than what was installed at 
Community Playfields as the area of coverage is smaller and less complex.  The decision 
to implement an irrigation system will be made by the Board of Park Commissioners at a 
later time once bid results are known.    
 
GILLSON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN PRESENTATION 
 
The District’s consulting team of Lakota Group and Woodhouse Tinucci Architects will be 
on hand to present the feedback received during the three public engagement events 
over the past month.  These events included a day at Community Playfields during our 
soccer league on October 23rd, an Open House the evening of October 27th at 
Mallinckrodt, and another Open House the evening of November 3rd at the Community 
Recreation Center. They will also present any new recommendations they may have 
based on the feedback and further analysis.  Ultimately, they will participate with the 
board, however the board desires, in the discussion on next steps.  Ideally, the board will 
narrow the discussion to a concept or two so the concepts can best be surveyed to the 
users of the Park District.  The presentation from the consultants can be found attached 
to this report. 
 
 
BOND ISSUANCE NOTIFICATION ACT (BINA) HEARING 
 
The applicable statutes around the issuance of bonds requires a public body to provide 
notice of a bond issuance, as well as hold a hearing to hear testimony in favor or against 
the issuance of bonds.  As the Financial Planning and Policy Committee has reviewed a 
concept for issuing Debt Service Base Extension Debt (DSEB), which is a regular roll-
over issuance the District executes on a regular basis to support the ongoing capital 
needs of the agency, and an issuance is possible pending board approval, a hearing must 
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be held.  Therefore, during the Financial Planning and Policy Committee, the President 
will officially call for a public hearing to take place immediately preceding the December 
board meeting on the 13th.  Between the November and December meeting, the Financial 
Planning and Policy Committee will review more details and options as requested by the 
Committee at their last meeting.  The Committee will then give final direction and this 
information will be made available for the hearing in December. 
 
TRUTH IN TAXATION RESOLUTION 2021-R-6 
 
The Financial Planning & Policy Committee met in October and reviewed the preliminary 
2021 tax levy. The actual tax levy must be passed by the Board at the December meeting. 
At least 20 days prior to passage of the tax levy, the Board must pass the Truth in Taxation 
Law Resolution. The Board must determine by resolution whether a public hearing is 
required. A hearing is required if the tax levy is greater than 5%. The proposed tax levy 
for all Truth in Taxation Funds is less than 5%, and therefore, a public hearing is not 
required. Historically the District has held a hearing nonetheless. Attached is the Truth in 
Taxation Resolution. This item can be found as an action item under the Financial 
Planning and Policy Committee. 
 
BUDGET 
 
At the time of this memo, the various committees of the Board are in the process of 
reviewing the various areas of the District’s budget.  Completed thus far are the golf 
operations, lakefront operations, parks and planning department, recreation programs 
and facilities except for Centennial operations, and the Administrative and non-operating 
funds of the District. Prior to the meeting on Monday the Centennial Operations budget 
will be reviewed completing the budget review process by the board committees.  That 
leaves the full board review of Capital Projects and the full budget document.  The Board 
completes these reviews in a Committee of the Whole, with capital reviewed in November, 
and the full budget reviewed in December. Ultimately, the tax levy for 2021 is approved 
at the December board meeting, and the Budget and Appropriations Ordinance for the 
2022 budget is approved at the January board meeting. 
 
 
Attachments 
 

1) Village of Wilmette Storm Water Presentation 
2) Gillson Comprehensive Plan Presentation 
3) Memo and Resolution 2021-R-6, Truth in Taxation  
4) Parks and Planning Department Report 
5) Recreation/Facilities Department Reports 
6) General Administration Operations Report 

 
 



NEIGHBORHOOD 
STORAGE PROJECT

Thornwood Park 100% Design Approval  
November 8, 2021 Park Board Meeting

1



SCHEDULE:
Phase 1A 2019
Phase 1 2020/21
Phase 2 2021
Phase 3 2022

When completed, the 
Neighborhood Storage 

Project will protect 
98% of structures 

vulnerable to flooding 
during a 10-year 

storm. 



STATUS OF PROJECTS

• Community Playfields
• Construction contract with Berger Excavating closing out pending final few items

• Easement amendment requested for water level sensor and control panel (to be constructed)

• Hibbard Park
• Project substantially complete (punchlist and pump station startup ongoing)

• Fencing will remain in place until Park District staff approval

• Easement amendment requested for water main and hydrant

• Thornwood Park
• 100% design completed 

• Tonight seeking Park Board approval on plans and easements

• Out to bid 11-22-21

3

Hibbard Park Pump Station



PHASE 3 PROJECT SCHEDULE
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• 11 meetings to date
• Park District Board and Staff
• SD39 coordination 
• Resident Open Houses
• Village Board Meetings

• Pre-construction meeting in February, 2022 



Phase 3--RESIDENT ENGAGEMENT
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Communication Plan During Construction

• Weekly construction meetings with the contractor 
and Park District 

• Project liaison out in the community to ensure 
resident needs are addressed

• Coordination with School District 39 and PTO  
• Coordination with Police Department on school 

walking routes and crossing guards
• Dedicated project website
• Weekly construction updates provided in E-news
• 24/7 access to project site camera
• Hand-delivered notices as needed



THORNWOOD PARK PROJECT DETAILS

Thornwood Park Flood Storage 
• Phase 3 of the Neighborhood Storage Project
• 13.9 acre-ft (4.5 million gallons) of 

underground stormwater storage 
• 15-foot tall Stormtrap chamber

• 1.1-acre footprint buried underground

• Pump evacuated after storm
• Full park restoration and improvements

• Tree preservation (removal of only 1 mature tree)
• Green infrastructure and landscape screening
• Grading improvements
• Field underdrains to promote playability
• New seeding of outfield areas
• Baseball infield enhancements
• Water source for ice rink
• Irrigation (pending decision by the Park Board)
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Hibbard Park-Post-Construction

Hibbard Park Stormtrap Installation



THORNWOOD PARK – SITE PLAN
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Harper 
School

Reconstructed 
baseball fields

Ice Rink and 
Temporary Lights

Underground 
Stormtrap vault

Irrigation and Underground 
Pump Station and Controls

Inflow storm sewer

Landscape Area 
and Butterfly 
Garden

Outflow Storm Sewer

All but 1 mature 
perimeter tree to 
remain

Narrowing of 
Driveway

Perennial Garden 
Replacement



PUMP STATION PRELIMINARY PLAN
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Turfstone pavers
Above Ground Pump Control -GREEN (10’x2’x7.5’H)

Below Ground Pump 
Station – Concrete 
Surface (14’x20’)

Backup Generator 
(7’2”x3’4”x6’3”H)
Exercised bi-weekly (70-75 
dBA @ 23 feet)

Potential Location for  Irrigation Pump 
Control (2’x3’x2’H)

ComEd Transformer 
(6’6”x6’6”x4’H) –GREEN.  Note 
Electric feed may come from 
west along north side of 
sidewalk

Potential Location for RPZ Water 
Connection (3’11”x13”x3’H)

Above Ground Pump 
Cable Junction Box –
GREEN (2’x1’4”x4’4”H)

*All sizes are approximate pending shop drawing review

Potential Location for  Irrigation Power 
Distribution Panel (2’6”x1’5”’x4’H)



PUMP STATION LANDSCAPE SCREENING
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SITE GRADING AND DRAINAGE PLAN
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Plan Details
• Developed by Gewalt Hamilton 

and CBBEL
• Site Drainage Improvement

• Mainline underdrains and storm 
sewers

• Multi-flow Underdrains
• Surface water inlets

• Maximize distance between 
surface structures and play fields

• Storm sewer to east property 
line to improve site drainage

Buried Access Structure (2)
Surface Drainage Structure (9)
Surface Stormtrap Vent (2)

Perimeter Underdrain/Storm Sewer

Direction of surface water

Storm Sewer for Drainage Improvement 



THORNWOOD PARK CONSTRUCTION PLAN
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Temporary 
Construction Access #1

Construction 
Access #2

10’ high 
construction fence

Soil retention system 
to preserve trees

Harper School

1 mature tree 
removal due to 
construction



THORNWOOD PARK – PRELIMINARY CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE
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Note:  Estimated truckloads required = 6,000 – 7,000 (includes excavation, Stormtrap and backfill)

Schedule Details
• Interior park construction 

tentatively scheduled to start 
after Spring baseball 
(Memorial Day)

• Trucking of excavated material 
and other hauling starts when 
school is out of session in June

• Park construction completed in 
Fall 2022

• Schedule is tentative pending 
weather, additional contractor 
discussions, etc.  



NEXT STEPS AND MAJOR MILESTONES

• Village Stormtrap Contract Approval – 11/9/2021
• Project out to Bid – 11/22/2021
• Bid Opening – 12/17/2021
• Village Board Contract Approval – 1/11/2022
• Park District Board Decision on Irrigation  – 2/8/2022
• Neighborhood Storm Sewer Installation Begins 3/1/2022
• Thornwood Park Construction Start -5/31/2022
• Thornwood Park Construction Completion – 10/31/2022
• Project Completion--11/30/2022



QUESTIONS?
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EVENTS SUMMARY 

COMMUNITY BALL FIELDS ENGAGEMENT – OCTOBER 23, 2021 

SUMMARY COMMENTS 

• Attendees were young families with small children with participation at about 15 participants. There was some
additional feedback from children. 

• Participants focused on easy access to facilities and pedestrian safety, focusing on the accessibility needs of people
with strollers and the elderly.

• Pocket parking areas were favorable, especially around the Lakeview Center and playground, as a means to easily
transport people proximate to their final destination.

• Young families with strollers reiterated the need for ADA accessible access routes throughout the park, as these routes
are beneficial to people beyond just those with disabilities.

• The Harbor Drive shared street concept was favorable as an added safety measure to separate cars from children.
• Additional bathrooms throughout the park were met with enthusiasm.  This included adding an additional bathroom by

the playground and renovating the sailing facility to include a public bathroom.  There is a general desire for more
bathrooms accessible to all park users throughout.  An additional shelter was also favorable. 

• One person commented on the need to repair the roads. 

MALLINCKRODT COMMUNITY CENTER OPEN HOUSE – OCTOBER 27, 2021 

SUMMARY COMMENTS 

• Total attendance was about 15 participants. Representation was primarily individuals who have already been engaged
in the process. 

• An individual new to the process offered positive comments, and couldn’t “see what the community concerns” were. 
• The plans were clearly communicated as options that spoke to deferred site maintenance, safety and security and

maximizing green open space.
• The plans were clearly communicated as meeting the fundamental principles.
• Those in attendance generally support the need to repair roads and spoke highly of the safety priority to provide safer 

bike and pedestrian protection and circulation, not only along Harbor Drive but throughout the site.  ADA accessibility
on sidewalks was discussed a number of times with participants. 

• The Harbor Drive shared street concept was generally favorable and well understood.

DATE: November 5, 2021  

LOCATIONS: Community Playfields, October 23, 10:00 am - 12:15 pm 
Mallinckrodt Community Center, October 27, 6:00 – 8:00pm 
Community Recreation Center, November 3, 6:00 – 8:00 pm 

PREPARED: Deb Samyn, The Lakota Group 

RE: Gillson Park Master Plan Update – Community Open House Engagement Summary 
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• Dialogue focused on the range of concept ideas that spoke to which road or roads were the least needed to support 
circulation and parking. 

• Several residents spoke to the need to reopen the Middle Drive….since it was already there and serves the tennis, 
playground, beach and Lakeview Center facilities. 

• Several residents thought applying the street parking count to the currently “closed” Middle drive is not correct and 
should be removed from the existing parking benchmark count. 

• Several residents did not agree that moving the current Upper Drive out of the “MWRD” property limits was a prudent 
use of district funds and several disagreed with the tree removal required for this purpose. 

• Several residents were modestly or emphatically opposed to moving the entry to the park further east as identified in 
Plan Concept 4. 

• Several residents pointed out that the benefit of removing the small section of the “Y” intersection adjacent to Sheridan 
shores did not make sense and made for difficult trailer turning movements for boaters exiting or entering the harbor 
ramp areas. 

• Generally, Internal parking counts per each plan were not focused on as opposed to maintaining proper circulation and 
access to parking 

• Some dialogue was expressed about the benefit of head in/diagonal parking in lieu of the current parallel parking 
particularly along the Upper Drive. Traffic delays and backups occur with left side parallel parking, affecting traffic flow 
and creating anxiety.  It also does not allow for efficient parking space utilization as many cars take up more than one 
space. 

• There was not a lot of dialogue about Concept 4 removal of the Washington street exit.  One participant saw it as a nice 
nod to the walkable nature of this special park from the neighborhoods 

• While some residents expressed a uniform desire not to remove any trees, they understood the need to manage the 
dead, dying, or trees in need of pruning.  More detail of new trees to be planted should be provided with the approved 
plan direction. 

• There were some anecdotal comments regarding the tennis lights remaining on past 10 pm and questioning why park 
gates are shut at 8:30 pm when the Sheridan shores club is open till 10:30 pm. 

• One resident urged the district to make the necessary improvements to the park as planned, especially at the Lakeview 
Center. 

• There was little feedback on the add-on features.  The bathroom facility was not viewed as important, but the 
boardwalk elements and shelter were seen as no-impact features that could add value or revenue potential.  

• Some dialog with participants regarding the memorial tree dedication and both agreed with the idea of movable tree 
tag /QR code memorial components moving forward in any new program. 

• There was general concern from birders that the thickets noted for pruning/thinning are important bird habitat.  A 
phased approach to these areas, similar to the tree removal and replacement, could provide assurance that bird 
habitat can be retained. 
 

COMMUNITY RECREATION CENTER OPEN HOUSE – NOVEMBER 3, 2021 

SUMMARY COMMENTS 

• Concept 1 is most popular, as is the addition of the bike lane and sidewalk along Harbor Drive. 
• Moving Upper Drive out of MWRD property is costly with little benefit. 
• Scheme 4 is not popular. It is viewed as dangerous to put all traffic out at Michigan and Sheridan intersection and 

people do not see the benefit of removing the central exit onto Michigan.  
• Moving the entry further up Michigan Avenue is met with mixed reactions. Adding a pedestrian gateway will be a benefit 

to walkers and bikers but moving the entry will not solve traffic issues at Michigan and Sheridan intersection. There is 
general recognition that a separate drop off for Sheridan Shore would be an asset.  

• There were multiple comments about removing Middle Drive parking numbers from the count, since people do not park 
there now. If we remove Middle Drive and add parking spaces to make up for it, we end up adding additional parking. 
Adding pocket parking will cause traffic jams during events and cause unnecessary loss of trees.  

• People see Middle Drive as a walking street because that is what is has been. 
• Any scheme or add on removing large amounts of trees is not an option. Any trees removed should be replaced with 

high quality, large specimens. 
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• There was excitement and receptivity to a boardwalk to the dog beach, with people expressing the need to fence the 
surrounding entire dog beach area. There is mixed support for the beach boardwalks, but many people focused on the 
need to restore the dune landscape.  

 

MAJOR TAKEAWAYS 

• There is considerably more clarity in the community as to the WPD mission for this plan, which is focused on deferred 
maintenance of aging infrastructure, with people understanding the relationship of the plan versus additional 
infrastructure and landscape needs.  

• More clarity on the relationship of the Lakeview Center renovations to this project has been beneficial so that the 
community is more aware of the separation between the two projects. 

• Dialog focused on the range of concept ideas that illustrate the pros and cons of keeping or removing existing 
roadways.  It was noted that the option of retaining Middle Drive while removing Upper Drive was not covered in the 
concepts and would be an alternative worth investigating. 
 
 

CONSOLIDATED ATTENDEE COMMENTS – ALL EVENTS 
 
ATTENDEE WRITTEN POST-IT NOTE COMMENTS DOCUMENTED 
 
DESIGN ELEMENTS 

• Advocates the following configuration at Harbor Drive: 5’ bike lane along north curb line heading west, 15’ shared car 
and bike lane along south curb line heading east, additional 5’ sidewalk south of curb line for two-way pedestrian 
traffic. 

• Positive reaction to separation of cars, bikes, walkers.  Current condition not safe. (2 comments) 
• No need for car and bike lane, one lane is sufficient given slow traffic. 
• Positive reaction to dark sky compliant lighting. 
• Positive reaction to bioswale detention. 
• Positive response to memorial identification signs. 
• Positive reaction to boardwalk to protect dunes. (3 comments) 
• Negative reaction to boardwalks.  Can walk in between dune grasses for a more wild and imaginative experience. 

 
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 

• Increase native plantings. 
• Sustainability is key and should be the driving aspect of the plan.  Don’t overdevelop this beautiful lakefront 

property/area. (2 comments) 
• More bathrooms. 
• More shelter in bad weather. 
• More places to change. (2 comments) 

 
DESIGN CONCEPT 1 

• Make pedestrian access safer. Separate pedestrians from cars and bikes. 
• Why aren’t we using Middle Drive for parking? Parking on Upper Drive is inefficient, slows/blocks traffic. 
• No left turn on Michigan  
• Do the Lakeview renovation, including expanding the deck. Would prefer if first floor had a coffee shop open year-

round. 
• Be sure to clear all sidewalks of snow and ice in winter (this normally has not been done in winter) 
• Like this plan (2 comments) 
• Keep parking as is 
• Positive response to removable bollards.  
• Need more drinking fountains. 
• Update Lakeview Center to be able to hold nice events and bathroom accessible to public. 
• More bathrooms and shelter to hold events. 
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• 25 trees are too many to remove. Keep native landscapes.  
• Like this concept. 
• Best plan but don’t use Middle Drive as roadway.  Keep as pedestrian only. 
• Parking in central field (Middle Drive) seems dangerous. 
• Virtually never parking on Middle Drive so existing parking spaces over-counted.  Creates false illusion that number of 

parking spaces is not increasing (3 comments) 
 
DESIGN CONCEPT 2 

• Don’t relocate Upper Drive to be outside of MWRD boundary. Don’t want to lose those trees. 
• Do not count Middle Drive in parking count total.  
• No tree removal. 
• Striped parking, would prefer angled parking, can’t control non-resident parking 
• Don’t like the hammerhead - keep roadway here as is 
• I like the removal of the Middle Drive. It’s not needed and hasn’t been used in years so people won’t miss it. 
• Positive reaction to this concept, especially walkway to get into the park. (3 comments) 
• WPD does not need to control upper drive. Cost and tree loss is not worth it. 
• Blind corner parking at south end seems dangerous. 
• Move individual or group bike racks along all of Overlook Drive.  Would be helpful so people can park in different spots 

all along the street and not just on lamp posts. 
• If Lakeview Center will not be a big event space, then no need to concentrate parking around it.  Especially for only 16 

days of peak traffic per year. 
• Parking pockets by Lakeview Center will cause dangerous traffic jam during events. 
• Use part of the beach parking lot for “free” parking instead of removing trees to create new parking east of Lakeview 

Center. 
 
DESIGN CONCEPT 3 

• Keep Middle Drive for pedestrian use and north-south access. (3 comments) 
• Convert Middle Drive to permeable pavement walking path. 
• Shift location of walk connecting to Overlook Drive where Lannonstone is 
• Removal of mature trees is not acceptable 
• Terrible idea 
• Like the parking close to Lakeview Center/ Wallace 
• Don’t like the removal of Upper Drive. Parking and closer to playground tennis courts. 
• There is enough parking at beach parking lot with 327 spaces.  Steer traffic there via fees. 
• Best option given the least impact on the environment.  Should reduce parking further. 
• Positive reaction to removal of Middle Drive (2 comments). 
• Positive reaction to the removal of both roads for an expanded and more contiguous open space (2 comments). 
• Upper Drive is useful by all who play sports on the central field in addition to the sailors and non-residents. 
• Positive reaction to bioswale detention. 
• Negative reaction to additional 10 spots by tennis courts.  Not worth removing 3 trees for this. 

 
DESIGN CONCEPT 4  

• Object to the ring road, relocation of entrance, too many trees removed for this option, less is more. 
• Destructive of park as we know it - no tree removal. 
• One positive reaction to the traffic and roadway pattern, especially the pedestrian access at Washington. 
• Washington Ave. as a park exit is not necessary.  Only reason it is a problem is because people park on Washington in 

season.  If no cars parked there, then no problem. 
• This plan forces cars to drive around the whole park which causes safety concerns.  Exiting the park going north on 

upper drive is safer. 
• Renovate the Lakeview Center for rental opportunities.  Great event space in a beautiful setting (5 comments) 

 
CONCEPT ADD-ON A: RELOCATED ENTRY 

• Hazardous, too tight for two-way traffic, negative impact to residential street.  
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• Like the separate walk for people and cars area way. 
• Worst plan 
• Won’t help. Just widen entrance and use signage. 
• Positive reaction to moving the entrance off of Sheridan Road. 
• Sheridan Shore access to parking is difficult.  This looks like a good solution. 
• Positive reaction to the walking and running path being separate.  As a long time runner, this section along Harbor 

Drive can be dangerous. 
 
CONCEPT ADD-ON B: RESTROOM OPPORTUNITY 

• No need for additional bathrooms, continue with port-a-potties. Bathroom building unsafe and existing bathrooms 
near enough at Lakeview Center. 

• Yes, more bathrooms. 
• Highly support family bathroom near playground. 
• More bathrooms and places to change, locker room style not individual stalls. 
• Positive reaction to restroom near playground (3 comments) 
• Bathrooms here unnecessary.  The Lakeveiw Center is close enough or porta potties. Not worth the expense. 
• Young families will use the bathrooms/changing rooms often need locker room style for men and women. 
• Pickleball courts please, or at least stripe tennis courts for pickleball (2 comments). 
• New water fountain near tennis courts and playground would be helpful. 
 

CONCEPT ADD-ON C: SHELTER OPPORTUNITY 
• No need to plant trees for shelter, people like to sit in the shade of trees. 
• New shelter is great - place to have events and come out of the rain. 
• Yes - a second shelter would allow more use of the park! There is only one option. 
• Additional shelter near the proposed new restrooms seems unnecessary. 

 
CONCEPT ADD-ON D: SAILING FACILITY 

• Drop off unnecessary at the sailing facility. 
• Sailing Facility should be accessible to all. 
• Provide big bathroom so people can change and a shelter for when it rains. 
• Prefer to keep the sailing shelter design and character just the way it is. 

 
CONCEPT ADD ON E: BOARDWALK SEATING 

• No need as sidewalks are already there.  
• Board walks will end up in Lake.  
• Positive response to boardwalk. (7 comments) 
 

CONCEPT ADD-ON F: ADA RAMP 
• Negative reaction to loosing 33 trees for this path which will be little used (3 comments) 
• Not necessary.  Disabled people will be dropped off or go directly to where they need to go by car. 
• Worried that this seems like the only plan that would remove healthy trees and could have limited usefulness. (2 

comments) 
• Most ADA people will get closer to the shore by car.  People going to the beach will use existing path to the south. 
• Parking control should be at the top of the hill. (3 comments) 

 
LANDSCAPE PLAN 

• Protect bird habitat at thickets.  Replace non-natives with native species. Signage would help people understand that 
these areas are important bird habitat. 

• For tree removals, transparency about which trees will be removed and why would help with public process. 
• Question regarding term “desirable trees.”  Are they all native?  Any particular mixes?  

 
UTILITY AND INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN 

• Will Upper Drive by Wallace Bowl be repaired? 
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ATTENDEE FOLLOW UP COMMENTS  
 
Thomas Gutman  

• I had no idea that we leased land to the Coast Guard & they sounded like they were more than willing to let us build a 
sidewalk for walkers next to the fence. If you could possibly bring that out in your next presentation. 

• Most people are not even aware of the "inner drive" (Middle Drive), even though I always see the barricade. Would it be 
possible to quantify how much usable land we are getting back if that was eliminated? And whatever it is, it actually is 
more because people stay away from the pavement to not trip on the curve. 

• I am totally against building a house with bathrooms for numerous reasons (cost, people don't even clean-up their 
mess in the bathrooms in the beach house). However, it would be good to add signage maybe at the beach house or 
other places identifying the location of bathrooms in the Lakeview Center. 

• Include in the presentation that you will add trees for those that need to be removed (someone on your team did say 
that) so that the tree removal is a "net zero". 

• At some point, can you address whether the park has significant tree/plant coverage adjacent to the lake for potential 
erosion in the future. 

• I think my wife mentioned the problem with permeable pavers at our Library parking lot & that it had to be redone this 
year. Granted, it was 10 years old. 

• You probably did, but did the lakeview architect talk to people from Great Gillson Day Camp? Is the redesign going to 
meet their needs since at least when both of our kids went to the camp for 2+ years, it was used for rainy days, after 
camp & before camp activities. 

• As an aside, I do not feel that the Lakeview Center will be used for weddings, etc.! No matter what they do, I do not see 
it as a great venue for huge parties. 

 
Bill Egan 

• Image of road marking inside the Chicago Botanic Garden.  Cars and bikes are directed to travel north together on the 
east side.  Cars and bikes go south together on the west side.  The 5 foot lane west of the stripe on the west side is for 
walkers only.   

• This proposal has the following benefits: 
o Enables full and safe use of the available road, to all potential participants in a cooperative, low traffic 

environment. 
o Allows twice the mobility for bicyclists without reducing the mobility for cars at all. 
o Provides training in working safely together for both. 
o Has a calming effect on motor traffic while encouraging cyclists to practice riding in “normal” rules of the 

road traffic.  Young and novice cyclists will practice and become comfortable with cooperative traffic behavior 
as they mingle responsibly with cars traveling east and as they face gentle, oncoming motorists and cyclists 
when the travel eastward to exit the park. 

o There will be fewer cyclists feeling forced to ride south in the traffic on the very rough (and hence, dangerous) 
Michigan Avenue, or be tempted to push through the pedestrians on the sidewalk adjacent to Michigan 
Avenue, or feel forced to join the traffic on Sheridan Road. By using the tunnel along the canal, cyclists 
wishing to head south from the park could avoid making a left turn onto Sheridan Road altogether. 
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Master Plan Strategies
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Natural Environment
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GENERAL SUMMARY

Community Priorities 
ENGAGEMENT RESULTS

General understanding that the plans meet the fundamental principles. 

General consensus that the plans speak to deferred site maintenance, safety and 

security and maximizing green open space.  

Overall clarity that the mission of this plan is the deferred maintenance of aging 

infrastructure, with people understanding the relationship of the plan versus 

infrastructure needs. 

Support of the need to repair roads and make drainage infrastructure improvements. 

While some residents expressed a uniform desire not to remove any trees, they understood 

the need to manage the dead, dying, or trees in need of pruning.  More detail of new trees to 

be planted should be provided with the approved plan direction.

Any scheme or add on removing large amounts of trees is not an option. Any trees removed 

should be replaced with high quality, large specimens.

Concern from birders that the thickets noted for pruning/thinning are important bird habitat.  

A phased approach to these areas, similar to the tree removal and replacement, could 

provide assurance that bird habitat can be retained.

PARK CONTEXT

INFRASTRUCTURE & UTILITIES

LANDSCAPE & OPEN SPACE



GENERAL SUMMARY

Community Priorities 
ENGAGEMENT RESULTS

Dialogue focused on the range of ideas that spoke to which roadways were most and 

least needed to support circulation and parking, and many noted that the option of 

removing Upper Drive alone was not covered and could be an additional option.

The Harbor Drive shared street concept was generally favorable and understood with 

support for providing safer bike and pedestrian protection and circulation throughout the 

site.  ADA accessibile sidewalks were also discussed.

Generally, internal parking counts were not focused on as opposed to maintaining proper 

circulation and parking access.

Consensus that Middle Drive parking numbers be removed from the count, since people 

do not park there now. It was noted that if Middle Drive is removed and parking spaces 

added to make up for it, we end up with more parking than existing.  Additional pocket 

parking will cause traffic jams during events and the unnecessary loss of trees. 

Several residents inquired about the use of beach parking lot for additional “free” parking, 

rather than adding new parking along existing roadways.

Several residents pointed out that removing the small section of the “y” intersection 

adjacent to Sheridan Shore made for difficult trailer turning movements for boaters 

exiting or entering the harbor ramp area.

CIRCULATION & ACCESS



GENERAL SUMMARY

Community Priorities 
ENGAGEMENT RESULTS

Several birders noted signage to denote bird habitat would underscore this 

important aspect of the park.

Receptivity to boardwalk to dog beach, with people expressing the need to 

fence surrounding entire dog beach area. There is mixed support for the beach 

boardwalks, but many people focused on the need to restore the dune landscape. 

WAYFINDING & SIGNAGE

SPECIAL CONDITIONS



Master Plan Concepts



NORTH

GILLSON PARK MASTER PLAN  |  WILMETTE, IL

SITE PLAN CONCEPT 1 

1

Existing Concept 1

Parking Count 466 466

Trees Removed N/A 2 Trees

Total Impervious Surfacing 9.5 Acres 9.6 Acres

SITE METRICS COMPARISON CHART 

A

A

B

B

C

C

D
D

E

E

E

E

NEW BIKE LANE & PEDESTRIAN WALK
• Provides enhanced bike and

pedestrian safety features along
Harbor Drive.

• Maintains existing paving, parking,
and traffic patterns. 

BIKE PARKING
• Provides centralized bike storage

for Harbor & Overlook Drives

BOARDWALK TO DOG & AQUATICS 
BEACH
• Improves access to dog and

aquatics beach and minimizes
impact on existing landscape.

REMOVABLE BOLLARDS AT SERVICE 
DRIVE FOR CONTROLLED ACCESS 
POINTS
• Provides controlled service road

connection to improve safety and
maintain desireable circulation
routes.

BIOSWALE DETENTION AREA
• Increases surface detention,

improve drainage system capacity, 
and aid in groundwater infiltration.

CONCEPT 1 IS MOST POPULAR OVERALL.

THE ADDITION OF THE BIKE LANE AND 
SIDEWALK ALONG HARBOR DRIVE IS 
GENERALLY WELL RECEIVED.

PEOPLE SEE MIDDLE DRIVE AS A WALKING 
STREET BECAUSE THAT IS WHAT IT HAS 
ALWAYS BEEN.

LAKE MICHIGAN

PRIMARY EXIT

WALLACE 
BOWL

LAKEVIEW 
CENTER

SINGLE FAMILY 
NEIGHBORHOOD

SHERIDAN 
SHORE YACHT 

CLUB

COAST 
GUARD

9/
11 

M
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L 
GA

RD
EN

AQUATICS 
BEACH

DOG 
BEACH

TENNIS 
COURTS

DUNE LANDSCAPE 
DUNE WALK

BEACH HOUSESAILING 
BEACH

CENTRAL FIELD

MWRD PROPERTY BOUNDARY

SWIMMING BEACH / 
DUNE LANDSCAPE

WEST LAWN

PLAYGROUND

P 327

P 37

P 40

P 62

MIDDLE
 DRIVE

SHERIDAN RD.

WILMETTE
HARBOR

UPPER DRIVE

A

PLAN ELEMENTS & BENEFITS

-0 PARKING SPACES

2 TREES REMOVED

50’ 100’ 200’

COMMUNITY INPUT SUMMARY



NORTH

GILLSON PARK MASTER PLAN  |  WILMETTE, IL

SITE PLAN CONCEPT 2

2

PRIMARY EXIT

WALLACE 
BOWL

LAKEVIEW 
CENTER

SINGLE FAMILY 
NEIGHBORHOOD

SHERIDAN 
SHORE YACHT 

CLUB

COAST 
GUARD

9/
11 

M
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L 
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EN

AQUATICS 
BEACH

DOG 
BEACH

TENNIS 
COURTS

DUNE LANDSCAPE 
DUNE WALK

BEACH HOUSESAILING 
BEACH

CENTRAL FIELD

SWIMMING BEACH / 
DUNE LANDSCAPE

PLAYGROUND

P 327

P 28

P 39

P 59
P 13

SHERIDAN RD.

UPPER DRIVE

PLAN ELEMENTS & BENEFITS

WEST LAWN

A

A
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RELOCATION OF UPPER DRIVE OUT OF 
MWRD OWNED PROPERTY
• Allows for controlled parking along 

Upper Drive. 

REMOVAL OF MIDDLE DRIVE
• Reduces impervious surface area 

and increases open space. 
• Potential reduction in stormwater 

utilities needed. 

ADA ACCESSIBLE PEDESTRIAN PATHS
• Enhances ADA accessible pedestrian 

connections to key park amenities. 

NEW BIKE LANE & PEDESTRIAN WALK
• Provides enhanced bike and 

pedestrian safety features along 
Harbor Drive. 

• Maintains existing paving, parking, 
and traffic patterns. 

BIKE PARKING
• Provides centralized bike storage 

for Harbor & Overlook Drives. 

BOARDWALK TO DOG & AQUATICS 
BEACH
• Improves access to dog and 

aquatics beach and minimizes 
impact on existing landscape. 

REMOVABLE BOLLARDS AT SERVICE 
DRIVE FOR CONTROLLED ACCESS 
POINTS
• Provides controlled service road 

connection to maintain desireable 
circulation routes.

• Upgrade paving at service drive, 
improving pedestrian friendly 
access and safety. 

BIOSWALE DETENTION AREA
• Increases surface detention, 

improve drainage system capacity, 
and aid in groundwater infiltration.

POCKET PARKING OPPORTUNITIES
• Provides proximate parking near 

park facilities. 
• Helps offset parking spaces lost 

due to removal of drives.

Existing Concept 1 Concept 2

Parking Count 466 466 466

Trees Removed N/A 2 Trees 20 Trees

Total Impervious Surfacing 9.5 Acres 9.6 Acres 9.3 Acres

SITE METRICS COMPARISON CHART 

COMMUNITY INPUT SUMMARY
GENERALLY RESIDENTS DID NOT AGREE 

THAT MOVING THE CURRENT UPPER DRIVE 

OUT OF THE “MWRD” PROPERTY LIMITS 

WAS A PRUDENT USE OF DISTRICT FUNDS 

AND SEVERAL DISAGREED WITH THE TREE 

REMOVAL REQUIRED FOR THIS PURPOSE.

LAKE MICHIGAN

MWRD PROPERTY BOUNDARY

WILMETTE
HARBOR

+0 PARKING SPACES

20 TREES REMOVED

50’ 100’ 200’
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SITE PLAN CONCEPT 3

3

PRIMARY EXIT
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P 59 P 13

SHERIDAN RD.

LAKE MICHIGANPLAN ELEMENTS & BENEFITS
A

B

C
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REMOVAL OF UPPER & MIDDLE DRIVE
• Reduces impervious surface area to 

increase open space. 
• Potential reduction in stormwater 

utilities needed. 

POCKET PARKING OPPORTUNITIES
• Provides proximate parking near 

park facilities. 
• Helps offset parking spaces lost 

due to removal of drives.

ADA ACCESSIBLE PEDESTRIAN PATHS
• Enhances ADA accessible pedestrian 

connections to key park amenities. 

NEW BIKE LANE & PEDESTRIAN WALK
• Provides enhanced bike and 

pedestrian safety features along 
Harbor Drive. 

BIKE PARKING
• Provides centralized bike storage 

for Harbor & Overlook Drives

BOARDWALK TO DOG & AQUATICS BEACH
• Improves access to dog and 

aquatics beach and minimizes 
impact on existing landscape. 

REMOVABLE BOLLARDS AT SERVICE 
DRIVE FOR CONTROLLED ACCESS 
POINTS
• Provides controlled service road 

connection to maintain desireable 
circulation routes.

• Upgrade paving at service drive, 
improving pedestrian friendly 
access and safety. 

BIOSWALE DETENTION AREA
• Increases surface detention, 

improve drainage system capacity, 
and aid in groundwater infiltration.
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Existing Concept 1 Concept 2 Concept 3

Parking Count 466 466 466 435

Trees Removed N/A 2 Trees 20 Trees 13 Trees

Total Impervious Surfacing 9.5 Acres 9.6 Acres 9.3 Acres 9.1 Acres

SITE METRICS COMPARISON CHART 

COMMUNITY INPUT SUMMARY
MIXED REACTION TO THIS CONCEPT. 

SOME PREFER TO KEEP MIDDLE DRIVE FOR 

PEDESTRIAN NORTH-SOUTH ACCESS. 

OTHERS NOTE THAT UPPER DRIVE PROVIDES 

PARKING FOR THOSE WHO PLAY SPORTS ON 

THE CENTRAL FIELD IN ADDITION TO THE 

SAILORS AND NON-RESIDENTS. 

A MINORITY HAD A POSITIVE REACTION TO THE 

REMOVAL OF BOTH ROADS FOR AN EXPANDED 

AND MORE CONTIGUOUS OPEN SPACE.

MWRD PROPERTY BOUNDARY

D

SHERIDAN 
SHORE YACHT 

CLUB

WILMETTE
HARBOR

-31 PARKING SPACES

13 TREES REMOVED

50’ 100’ 200’
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SITE PLAN CONCEPT 4

4
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LAKE MICHIGAN
PLAN ELEMENTS & BENEFITS
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RELOCATED HARBOR DRIVE ENTRY
• New 2-way entry allows for improved 

circulation and exit and a singular 
1-way loop traffic pattern. 

• Allows more vehicular stacking at 
entry, increasing safety. 

NEW BIKE LANE & PEDESTRIAN 
GATEWAY REPURPOSING OLD 
VEHICULAR ENTRY
• Provides enhanced bike and 

pedestrian safety along Harbor Drive, 
separating pedestrian and vehicular 
traffic at park entry. 

NEW SHERIDAN SHORES DROP-OFF
• Separates Sheridan Shores drop-off 

area for Harbor Drive traffic. 

PEDESTRIAN ONLY ACCESS INTO CENTER 
OF PARK
• Enhances pedestrian ADA accessible 

paths at entry points. 

REMOVAL OF MIDDLE DRIVE
• Reduces impervious surface area and 

increases open space. 
• Potential reduction in stormwater 

utilities needed. 

POCKET PARKING OPPORTUNITIES
• Provides proximate parking near park 

facilities. 
• Helps offset parking spaces lost due 

to removal of drives.

ADA ACCESSIBLE PEDESTRIAN PATHS
• Enhances ADA accessible pedestrian 

connections to key park amenities. 

BIKE PARKING
• Provides centralized bike storage for 

Harbor & Overlook Drives

BOARDWALK TO DOG & AQUATICS BEACH
• Improves access to dog and aquatics 

beach minimizing impact on existing 
landscape. 

REMOVABLE BOLLARDS AT SERVICE 
DRIVE FOR CONTROLLED ACCESS POINTS
• Provides controlled service road 

connection to maintain desireable 
circulation routes.

• Upgrade paving at service drive, 
improving pedestrian friendly access 
and safety. 

BIOSWALE DETENTION AREA
• Increases surface detention, improve 

drainage system capacity, and aid in 
groundwater infiltration.
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Existing Concept 1 Concept 2 Concept 3 Concept 4

Parking Count 466 466 466 435 453

Trees Removed N/A 2 Trees 20 Trees 13 Trees 25 Trees

Total Impervious Surfacing 9.5 Acres 9.6 Acres 9.3 Acres 9.1 Acres 9.2 Acres

SITE METRICS COMPARISON CHART 

COMMUNITY INPUT SUMMARY
IT IS DANGEROUS TO PUT ALL TRAFFIC OUT AT 

MICHIGAN AND SHERIDAN INTERSECTION.

MOVING THE ENTRY WILL NOT SOLVE 

TRAFFIC ISSUES AT MICHIGAN AND SHERIDAN 

INTERSECTION.

 

PEOPLE DON’T SEE THE BENEFIT OF REMOVING 

THE CENTRAL EXIT ONTO MICHIGAN. 

THIS PLAN FORCES CARS TO DRIVE AROUND 

THE WHOLE PARK CAUSING SAFETY AND 

TRAFFIC CONCERNS.

MIXED REACTIONS TO MOVING THE ENTRY 

FURTHER UP MICHIGAN AVENUE, WITH SOME 

RESIDENTS BEING OPPOSED.

ADDING A PEDESTRIAN GATEWAY WILL BE A 

BENEFIT TO WALKERS AND BIKERS.

 

GENERAL RECOGNITION THAT A SEPARATE 

DROPOFF FOR SHERIDAN SHORE YACHT CLUB 

WOULD BE AN ASSET.

MWRD PROPERTY BOUNDARY

WILMETTE
HARBOR

-13 PARKING SPACES

25 TREES REMOVED

50’ 100’ 200’
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SITE PLAN CONCEPT 5

5

PRIMARY EXIT

WALLACE 
BOWL

LAKEVIEW 
CENTER

SINGLE FAMILY 
NEIGHBORHOOD

SHERIDAN 
SHORE YACHT 

CLUB

COAST 
GUARD

9/
11 

M
EM

OR
IA

L 
GA

RD
EN

AQUATICS 
BEACH

DOG 
BEACH

TENNIS 
COURTS

DUNE LANDSCAPE 
DUNE WALK

BEACH HOUSESAILING 
BEACH

CENTRAL FIELD

SWIMMING BEACH / 
DUNE LANDSCAPE

WEST LAWN

PLAYGROUND

P 327

P 40

P 76

P 15

SHERIDAN RD.

MIDDLE DRIVE

LAKE MICHIGANPLAN ELEMENTS & BENEFITS

NEW CONCEPT

D

A

D

C

C

B

B

E

H

H

H

F

G

Existing Concept 1 Concept 2 Concept 3 Concept 4 Concept 5

Parking Count 466 466 466 435 453 458

Trees Removed N/A 2 Trees 20 Trees 13 Trees 25 Trees 4 Trees

Total Impervious Surfacing 9.5 Acres 9.6 Acres 9.3 Acres 9.1 Acres 9.2 Acres 9.3 Acres

SITE METRICS COMPARISON CHART 

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

REMOVAL OF UPPER DRIVE
• Reduces impervious surface area to 

increase open space. 
• Potential reduction in stormwater 

utilities needed. 

POCKET PARKING OPPORTUNITIES
• Provides proximate parking near 

park facilities. 
• Helps offset parking spaces lost 

due to removal of drives.

ADA ACCESSIBLE PEDESTRIAN PATHS
• Enhances ADA accessible pedestrian 

connections to key park amenities. 

NEW BIKE LANE & PEDESTRIAN WALK
• Provides enhanced bike and 

pedestrian safety features along 
Harbor Drive. 

BIKE PARKING
• Provides centralized bike storage 

for Harbor & Overlook Drives

BOARDWALK TO DOG & AQUATICS 
BEACH
• Improves access to dog and 

aquatics beach and minimizes 
impact on existing landscape. 

REMOVABLE BOLLARDS AT SERVICE 
DRIVE FOR CONTROLLED ACCESS 
POINTS
• Provides controlled service road 

connection to maintain desireable 
circulation routes.

• Upgrade paving at service drive, 
improving pedestrian friendly 
access and safety. 

BIOSWALE DETENTION AREA
• Increases surface detention, 

improve drainage system capacity, 
and aid in groundwater infiltration.

MWRD PROPERTY BOUNDARY

WILMETTE
HARBOR

-8 PARKING SPACES

4 TREES REMOVED

50’ 100’ 200’



CONCEPT ADD ON A - ALTERNATE ENTRANCE

A
PLAN ELEMENTS & BENEFITS

SHERIDAN RD.

UPPER DRIVE

NEW
 H

AR
BO

R 
DR

IV
E

A

A

B

C

B

C

RELOCATED HARBOR DRIVE ENTRY
• New 2-way entry allows for 

improved circulation and exit and a 
singular 1-way loop traffic pattern. 

• Allows more vehicular stacking at 
entry, increasing safety. 

NEW BIKE LANE & PEDESTRIAN 
GATEWAY REPURPOSING OLD 
VEHICULAR ENTRY
• Provides enhanced separate bike 

and pedestrian safety along Harbor 
Drive, separating pedestrian and 
vehicular traffic at park entry.

NEW SHERIDAN SHORES DROP-OFF 
OPPORTUNITY
• Separates Sheridan Shores drop-off 

area from Harbor Drive traffic. 
SHERIDAN 

SHORE YACHT 
CLUB

COMMUNITY INPUT SUMMARY
IT IS DANGEROUS TO PUT ALL TRAFFIC OUT AT 

MICHIGAN AND SHERIDAN INTERSECTION.

MOVING THE ENTRY WILL NOT SOLVE 

TRAFFIC ISSUES AT MICHIGAN AND SHERIDAN 

INTERSECTION.

MIXED REACTIONS TO MOVING THE ENTRY 

FURTHER UP MICHIGAN AVENUE, WITH SOME 

RESIDENTS BEING OPPOSED.

ADDING A PEDESTRIAN GATEWAY WILL BE A 

BENEFIT TO WALKERS AND BIKERS.

 

GENERAL RECOGNITION THAT A SEPARATE 

DROPOFF FOR SHERIDAN SHORE YACHT CLUB 

WOULD BE AN ASSET.

NORTH

GILLSON PARK MASTER PLAN  |  WILMETTE, IL

WILMETTE
HARBOR

-0 PARKING SPACES

6 TREES REMOVED

30’ 60’ 120’
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CONCEPT ADD ON B & C - NEW SHELTER/RESTROOM FACILITIES

OVERLOOK DRIVE

B

EXISTING 
TENNIS COURTS

EXISTING 
PLAYGROUND

PLAN ELEMENTS & BENEFITS
A

A

NEW RESTROOM OPPORTUNITY
• Provides ADA accessible restroom facilities proximate to more 

active park uses such as tennis, playground, and access path. 

PLAN ELEMENTS & BENEFITS

OVERLOOK DRIVE

C

EXISTING 
PLAYGROUND

B

B

NEW SHELTER OPPORTUNITY
• Provides for additional shade and rest area for park and playground patrons. 
• Provides ADA accessible shelter proximate to more active park uses such 

as tennis, playground, and access path. 

COMMUNITY INPUT SUMMARY

COMMUNITY INPUT SUMMARY

A

-0 PARKING SPACES

0 TREES REMOVED

20’ 40’ 80’

-0 PARKING SPACES

0 TREES REMOVED

MOSTLY POSITIVE SUPPORT FOR AN 

ADDITIONAL BATHROOM IN THIS LOCATION, 

ESPECIALLY FROM FAMILIES.

SOME FELT THIS WAS NOT WORTH THE 

EXPENSE AND THOUGHT LAKVEVIEW CENTER 

OR PORTAPOTTIES COULD SUFFICE. MIXED REACTION, BUT MOSTLY POSITIVE 

REACTION FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN.
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CONCEPT ADD ON D & E - SAILING FACILITY & BEACH BOARDWALKS

PLAN ELEMENTS & BENEFITS

LA
KE

 A
VE

.

D
NON-MOTORIZED/SAILBOAT STORAGE

NON-MOTORIZED RACK STORAGE

EXISTING WATER LINE PENDING REPLACEMENT

VILLAGE OF WILMETTE 
WATER TREATMENT FACILITY

SAILING BEACH SWIMMING BEACH

NORTH BEACH 
PARKING LOT

A

A

B

B

NEW NON-MOTORIZED WATERCRAFT & 
SAILING FACILITY
• Provides new and improved service

facility, increasing quality of
operations, physical conditions,
and allowing for additional storage
space.

• Provides potential restroom facility
proximate to non-motorized beach
users.

• Aligns with anticipated future
village waterline reconstruction
activities.

EXPANDED DROP-OFF AREA
• Enhances access to non-motorized

watercraft facility.

OVERLOOK DRIVE

E

DUNE
LANDSCAPE

PLAN ELEMENTS & BENEFITS
A

A

A

ADA ACCESSIBLE RECYCLED SYNTHETIC 

WOOD ELEVATED BOARDWALK SEATING 
OPPORTUNITIES
• Provides ADA accessible route and

seating opportunities to beachfront 
users using permanent “green” 
access materials. 

• Provides controlled access to
beach protecting sensitive dune
landscapes.

COMMUNITY INPUT SUMMARY

COMMUNITY INPUT SUMMARY

-0 PARKING SPACES

0 TREES REMOVED

30’ 60’ 120’

-0 PARKING SPACES

0 TREES REMOVED

BOARDWALK AND SEATING HAS MIXED 

REACTIONS, BUT MOSTLY POSITIVE.

SOME SUPPORT 

GENERALLY DON’T SEE THE NEED
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CONCEPT ADD ON F - ADA RAMP WITH STAIR PASSTHROUGH

LA
KE

 A
VE

.

MICHIGAN AVE.

F
PLAN ELEMENTS & BENEFITS
A

A

ADA RAMP WITH STAIR PASSTHROUGH
• Provides pedestrian ADA accessible 

path between sailing beach and 
west side of park at north end of 
park.  

EXISTING STAIRCASE IMPROVEMENT
• Provides improved access and 

experience utilizing existing 
infrastructure. 

COMMUNITY INPUT SUMMARY NORTH BEACH 
PARKING LOT

-0 PARKING SPACES

33 TREES REMOVED

35’ 70’ 140’

GENERAL NEGATIVE REACTION TO THIS 

OPTION, ESPECIALLY DUE TO EXTENSIVE TREE 

REMOVALS.

ALTERNATE OPTION TO IMPROVE EXISTING 

STAIRCASE.

• Provides improved access and 
experience utilizing existing 
infrastructure. 
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PRIMARY EXIT

WALLACE 
BOWL

LAKEVIEW 
CENTER

SINGLE FAMILY 
NEIGHBORHOOD

SHERIDAN 
SHORE YACHT 

CLUB

COAST 
GUARD

9/
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AQUATICS 
BEACH

DOG 
BEACH

TENNIS 
COURTS

DUNE LANDSCAPE 
DUNE WALK

BEACH HOUSE

SAILING 
BEACH

CENTRAL FIELD

SWIMMING BEACH / 
DUNE LANDSCAPE

WEST LAWN

PLAYGROUND

SHERIDAN AVE.

UPPER DRIVE

REPLACE/RESURFACE ALL ASPHALT ROADWAYS
• Improved safety and infrastructure.

REPLACE DAMAGED CURBS & SIDEWALKS
• Improved safety and infrastructure.

CLEAR BLOCKED STORM LINES AT MIDDLE 
DRIVE & OVERLOOK DRIVE
• Improved drainage infrastructure and 

outfall.

TELEVISE AND REPAIR POTENTIAL COLLAPSED 
STORM LINE EAST OF LAKEVIEW CENTER
• Improved drainage infrastructure and 

outfall.

REPAIR/REPLACE BROKEN STORM LINES 
ALONG MIDDLE DRIVE
• Improved drainage infrastructure and 

outfall.

INCORPORATE BIOSWALE DETENTION AREAS, 
A BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES TO 
INCREASE SURFACE DETENTION
• Improved drainage capacity.

REPLACE EXISTING HIGH-PRESSURE SODIUM
LIGHTING WITH DARK SKY COMPLIANT LED 
LIGHTING
• Improved energy efficiency and darker 

night sky.

INCLUDE LED BOLLARD LIGHTING IN KEY 
PEDESTRIAN AREAS
• Improved safety and energy efficiency. 

UNDERGROUND POWER

SANITARY LINES

GAS LINES

WATER LINES

CATCH BASINS

STORM SEWER LINES

LEGEND

EXISTING BUILDINGS

LAKE MICHIGAN

WILMETTE
HARBOR

EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE & UTILITIES PLAN- ALL CONCEPTS

PLAN HIGHLIGHTS & BENEFITS

LOCATION OF
BROKEN PIPE

LOCATION OF
BROKEN PIPE

LOCATION OF
BROKEN PIPE

POTENTIAL LOCATION OF
COLLASPED PIPE

INFRASTRUCTURE & 
UTILITIES PLAN

30’ 60’ 120’
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PRUNE MATURE TREES TO SHAPE, THIN, AND
REMOVE DEAD WOOD. (162 IDENTIFIED)
• Improved tree health, safety, and 

aesthetics.

PRUNE/REMOVE UNDERGROWTH THICKETS 
(9 IDENTIFIED)
• Improved safe sight lights, aesthetics, and 

adjacent tree growth. 

REMOVE MATURE TREES IN DEAD/SEVERE 
DECLINING CONDITION (56 IDENTIFIED)
• Improved safety and aesthetics. 

PLANT NEW DESIRABLE & DIVERSE TREE 
SPECIES IN LOCATIONS THAT PROVIDE SHADE, 
HABITAT, SITE DEFINITION, AND/OR FRAME 
SIGHT LINES
• Improved drainage infrastructure and 

outfall.

CO-DEVELOP WEED CONTROL PROGRAM FOR
SPECIAL GARDEN/HABITAT AREAS, TO BE 
COORDINATED WITH KEY VOLUNTEER GROUPS. 
• Maintain health and habitat. 

CO-DEVELOP INFILL & ENHANCEMENT 
PLANTING PROGRAM FOR SPECIAL GARDEN/
HABITAT AREAS, TO BE COORDINATED WITH 
KEY VOLUNTEER GROUPS.
• Maintain health and habitat. 

REINVIGORATE ERODED DUNE AREAS WITH
ADDITIONAL DUNE GRASS PLANTINGS.
• Improved health, habitat, aesthetics, & 

erosion control. 

DEVELOP MEMORIAL TREE MANAGEMENT 
PLAN THAT ENSURES DIVERSE AND 
DESIRABLE FUTURE SPECIES, CLARIFIES 
PROCEDURES FOR DEAD & DECLINING TREES, 
& INTRODUCES A TREE TAG IDENTIFICATION 
SYSTEM.
• Increases diversity & health, highlights 

the arboretum-like quality of the park 
& provides an educational landscape 
component.

RETAIN AND ENHANCE THE TWO DISTINCT 
LANDSCAPE CHARACTERS OF THE PARK: 
BEACH SIDE AND PARK SIDE. 
• Recognizes the unique character of the 

park landscape. 

LAKE MICHIGAN

PRIMARY EXIT

WALLACE 
BOWL

LAKEVIEW 
CENTER

SINGLE FAMILY 
NEIGHBORHOOD

COAST 
GUARD

TENNIS 
COURTS

BEACH HOUSE

CENTRAL FIELD

WEST LAWN

PLAYGROUND

SHERIDAN AVE.

UPPER DRIVE

SOUTH DISTRICT

- 4 TREES TO BE CANOPY PRUNED, 
THINNED, & DEADWOOD REMOVED

- 0 UNDERGROWTH THICKETS TO BE 
SELECTIVELY PRUNED/REMOVED

- 0 TREES REMOVED DUE TO DEAD/
DYING CONDITION

- BALANCE OUT REMOVALS WITH NEW 
TREE PLANTINGS IN KEY LOCATIONS

WEST LAWN
WEST DISTRICT

- 42 TREES TO BE CANOPY PRUNED, 
THINNED, & DEADWOOD REMOVED

- 3 UNDERGROWTH THICKETS TO BE 
SELECTIVELY PRUNED/REMOVED

- 17 TREES REMOVED DUE TO DEAD/
DYING CONDITION

- BALANCE OUT REMOVALS WITH NEW 
TREE PLANTINGS IN KEY LOCATIONS

CENTRAL DISTRICT

- 24 TREES TO BE CANOPY PRUNED, 
THINNED, & DEADWOOD REMOVED

- 3 UNDERGROWTH THICKETS TO BE 
SELECTIVELY PRUNED/REMOVED

- 8 TREES REMOVED DUE TO DEAD/
DYING CONDITION

- BALANCE OUT REMOVALS WITH NEW 
TREE PLANTINGS IN KEY LOCATIONS

NORTH DISTRICT

- 47 TREES TO BE CANOPY PRUNED, 
THINNED, & DEADWOOD REMOVED

- 1 UNDERGROWTH THICKET TO BE 
SELECTIVELY PRUNED/REMOVED

- 9 TREES REMOVED DUE TO DEAD/
DYING CONDITION

- BALANCE OUT REMOVALS WITH NEW 
TREE PLANTINGS IN KEY LOCATIONS

WILMETTE
HARBOR

LANDSCAPE CONCEPT PLAN - ALL CONCEPTS

PLAN ELEMENTS & BENEFITS
LANDSCAPE PLAN

DUNE LANDSCAPE 
DUNE WALK

SAILING 
BEACH

SWIMMING BEACH / 
DUNE LANDSCAPE

9/
11 

M
EM
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IA

L 
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EN

AQUATICS 
BEACH

DOG 
BEACH

 EAST DISTRICT

- 45 TREES TO BE CANOPY PRUNED, 
THINNED, & DEADWOOD REMOVED

- 1 UNDERGROWTH THICKET TO BE 
SELECTIVELY PRUNED/REMOVED

- 22 TREES REMOVED DUE TO DEAD/
DYING CONDITION

- BALANCE OUT REMOVALS WITH NEW 
TREE PLANTINGS IN KEY LOCATIONS

SHERIDAN 
SHORE YACHT 

CLUB

30’ 60’ 120’

PARK SIDE

BEACH SIDE



Boardwalk Through Dune Landscape

Bioswale Detention Area Removable BollardsPermeable PavementDark Sky Compliant Lighting

Boardwalk to Dog Beach

Existing Harbor Drive Improved Bike Lane & Pedestrian Walk

Design Elements
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Thank you for your time.



                                 Memorandum 
 
 
Date:      November 8, 2021 
 
To:      Board of Commissioners 
 
From:      Kristi Solberg, Superintendent of Parks and Planning 
 
cc:      Steve Wilson, Executive Director, Emily Guynn, Superintendent of Recreation 
 
Re:      West Park Improvements 
 
Below is a summary from discussions that took place during the September and 
October Centennial Committee meeting regarding proposed West Park facilities and 
park amenities. 
 
2022 West Park Improvements 

• 2 paddle courts (east and west of paddle island) 
• North deck expansion (between island and hut) 
• 8 pickle ball courts 
• Playground renovation-option 2, add $175,000 for option 1 

o $1,891,660 
 
2023 West Park Improvements 

• 2 paddle courts (south of existing courts) 
• Building expansion (south of existing hut) 
• South deck expansion (merge existing deck and new deck) 

o $1,557,350 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    

Existing site 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    

West Park improvements 
Option 1 

 



    

Option 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

2021 
 

TAX LEVY APPROACH 
 

 
 
 

Presented to the 
Financial Planning & Policy Committee 

October 25, 2021 
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The review of the 2021 proposed tax levy amounts by the Financial Planning & Policy 
Committee is scheduled prior to discussion with the full Board in the form of a Truth-in-
Taxation Resolution and a Tax Levy Ordinance. The resolution is scheduled for Board 
action in November and the ordinance is scheduled for adoption during the December 
Board meeting after a public hearing. The ordinance lists the taxes to be levied by 
individual fund. The debt service tax levy is included, but governed by the individual bond 
ordinances adopted by the Board when the debt was issued. The adopted tax levy 
ordinance must be filed with the County Clerk no later than Monday, December 27, 2021. 
 
Taxes levied in 2021 are due and payable in two installments. In 2021, the due dates for 
those installments were March 1st and October 1st. Beginning in 2009, the first installment 
is calculated at approximately 55% of the prior year’s tax bill. The second installment is 
based on the 2021 levy assessment and equalization less the first installment payment.  
 
The recommended amount for the 2021 tax capped funds is $5,132,081 or an increase 
of 1.4%. With the decrease in the Special Recreation Fund, the overall Truth-in-Taxation 
increase is .29%. The total tax levy, with bond and interest, decreases by 15.76%. Please 
refer to the schedule below: 
 

 
 
Tax Capped Funds – The tax cap limits the total increase in the combined tax for the 
Corporate, Recreation, Liability Insurance, IMRF, Social Security, Audit, and Security 
funds (Tax Capped Funds) to 5% or the increase in the prior year Consumer Price Index 
(CPI-U), whichever is less. The 2020 CPI-U is 1.4%. 
 
Although a provision within the tax extension limitation law allows taxation beyond the tax 
cap to account for taxes applicable to new property, staff believes it prudent not to utilize 
this provision given the continued economic climate and in the interest of keeping the tax 
levy as flat as possible. 
 
With the increase in the tax cap funds set at 2.0% (due to possible losses), the Park 
District should have a small risk of any tax reduction by the County for overestimating 
taxes for new property or over any limiting rates.  However, the Park District will still direct 
the County in a separate resolution to reduce the tax in the Corporate Fund for any over 
estimation as a matter of compliance with all the provisions of the tax extension limitation 
laws.  For budgeting purposes in 2022, tax receipts will be based on the 2021 tax levy 
amounts. 

Wilmette Park District 2020 2021
Actual Proposed %

Tax Levy Extension* Tax Levy Change Comments

Tax Capped Funds (1)
5,061,224$                      5,132,081$            1.40% Subject to tax cap limitations

Special Recreation Fund (2)
489,600                           435,000                 -11.15% Not subject to tax cap limitation but does have a ceiling rate

Resolution 2021-R-6 (3) 5,550,824                        5,567,081              0.29% Truth-In-Taxation Resolution Amounts

Debt Service Fund 2,287,370                        1,035,696              -54.72% Established by existing bond ordinance and proposed issuances

Total Proposed Tax Levy 7,838,194                        6,602,777              -15.76% Total estimated tax levy and % decrease
Ordinance 2021-O-XX
* These amounts include 2% automatically added by the County for possible losses in tax collections.

  The 2021 Tax Levy Ordinance does not inlcude the 2% added for possible loss in tax collections.
(1) Corporate, Recreation, Liability Insurance, IMRF/Social Security, Audit and Security Funds.
(2) Special Recreation taxes (a non-tax cap fund) used to fund NSSRA Contributions and ADA improvements.
(3) The Resolution or Ordinance does not include the 2% automatically added by the County for possible loss and costs in collection.
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Special Recreation Fund – The tax for the Special Recreation fund is not subject to tax 
cap limitations but does have a ceiling limit.  In 2003, special state legislation was adopted 
to give park districts the opportunity to enhance and fund the rising cost of programs for 
the handicapped and the unfunded Federal mandate of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA).  This tax is included in the tax levy ordinance and must be included as part of 
the amounts reported in the Truth-in-Taxation Resolution. The maximum tax levy for 2021 
was $899,659. The proposed levy is $435,000 which is the amount required to cover 2022 
budgeted spend and maintain our required fund balances.  
 
Bond & Interest Fund – The tax levy for general obligation bonds is governed by the 
individual bond ordinances. For 2022, the Park District will have three outstanding general 
obligation bond issues that will have a projected principal balance of $3,521,000 as of 
December 31, 2021.   
 
After adding the bond and interest tax levy with the tax levies for Tax Capped Funds and 
the Special Recreation Fund, the total tax levy decreased by 15.76%.  Even with the 
potential loss and cost of 2% added by the County during levy extension, the tax levy may 
increase by 2% versus the 2021 CPI increase of 1.4%. 
 
Details of individual funds are provided as the budgets are prepared. 
 
Summary: 
 
This brings the 2021 Tax Levy to $5,567,081, a $16,257 increase from the 2020 Extended 
Tax Levy or a .29% increase.  After debt service is added, the total Tax Levy is 
$6,602,777, $1,235,417 less than the 2020 total Extended Tax Levy, or a 15.76% 
decrease. 
 
We would like to discuss this tax levy approach with the Financial Planning & Policy 
Committee as it develops the truth-in-taxation notifications and finally the tax levy.  
Attached is the Truth-In-Taxation Resolution to be considered by the Committee and the 
full Board at their November 8th meeting. 
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WILMETTE PARK DISTRICT 
RESOLUTION NO. 2021-R-6 
TRUTH IN TAXATION  

RESOLVED, by the Board of Park Commissioners of the Wilmette Park District, 
Cook County, Illinois (“Park District”) that, based upon the most recently ascertainable 
information, the following determinations are hereby made in accordance with the “Truth 
in Taxation Law”: 

1. The amount of real estate taxes, exclusive of election costs, public building
commission leases and debt service levies, extended by the Park District, plus any 
amount abated by the Park District before extension, upon the final 2020 real estate tax 
levy of the Park District (2021 tax bill) was $5,550,824. 

2. The amount of real estate taxes, exclusive of election costs, public building
commission leases and debt service levies, proposed by the Park District for 2021 (2022 
tax bill) is $5,567,081. 

3. Based upon the foregoing, the estimated percentage increase in the proposed
2021 aggregate levy over the amount of real estate taxes extended upon the final 2020 
aggregate levy is .29%, and accordingly, no public hearing or publication is required under 
the Truth in Taxation Law. 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that a public hearing on the proposed 2021 aggregate levy of 
the Park District be held on December 13, 2021, at 7:30 p.m. at 1200 Wilmette Avenue, 
Wilmette, Cook County, Illinois; and that the Secretary cause notice of said hearing to be 
published, all in accordance with the requirements of the Truth in Taxation Law. 

AYES:  

NAYS: 

ABSENT: 

Passed this 8th day of November, 2021. 

Michael H. Murdock, President 
Board of Park Commissioners 

Attested and filed this XXth day of November, 2021. 

Stephen P. Wilson, Secretary 
Board of Park Commissioners 



Memorandum 
 
 
 
Date:  November 8, 2021 
 
To:  Board of Commissioners 
 
From:  Kristi Solberg 
 
Cc:  Steve Wilson  
 
Re:  November Board Report 
 
  
Parks  P 
 
Parks and Planning 
Work continues on the Community Playfields fitness path. Crews started receiving the 
path material the week of November 1st and began hauling and leveling the subbase. 
 

  
 
 
 
 



Field Permits 
 
Wilmette Wings 
The Wings will be done playing games at West Park/Community Playfield/Howard Park 
on Sunday, November 7. End of season practice will still be held at Howard Park from 
November 8-19 on Wednesdays and Thursdays.   
 
Wilmette Baseball Association (WBA) 
WBA fall ball completed their season in mid-October. 
 
Loyola Football 
Loyola football wrapped their fall practice at West Park in mid-October.   
 
Wilmette Park District soccer 
The last weekend for the youth soccer league was Saturday, October 30.  A Sunday 
women’s league will continue to play at Community Playfield till Sunday, November 14.   
 
Outdoor Parties 
The request for outdoor parties are slowing down due to the colder temperatures.  Our 
last scheduled outdoor parties are Wednesday, November 3 at Community Playfield 
and a party at Vattmann on Friday, November 5.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Parks Staff 
The Parks staff winterized outdoor water sources, general maintenance items (mowing, 
ballfields, watering, etc.) and prepared for the winter at the beach. 
 
Staff planted 7 trees within the parks. 

  
 
Staff installed snow fence along the beach to help with the blowing sand. 
 

  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Building Staff 
The fire alarm system (alarm, notifier, pull stations) within the Golf Maintenance Barn 
was completed. 
 

 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The leaking pipe for the waterslides at Centennial was repaired. 
 

 

 
  
  
 
 



Staff removed 2 of the last 3 old boat racks. One new rack was built and placed. The 
others will be built and placed in spring of 2022. 
 

 
 
Staff decorated the Mallinckrodt gazebo for Pumpkinpolooza. 

 
 



Memorandum 
 
Date:  November 1, 2021 
To:  Steve Wilson, Executive Director 
From:  Emily Guynn, Superintendent of Recreation 
Re:  Recreation Department Board Report  

 

Community Recreation Center 
 

Recreation Programs Division: 

• Participation Highlights 
 

Program/Event Name   Date  Enrollment  Attendance 
Beauty and the Beast    October 8-12 50  1,378 
Bingo Night     Ocotber 6 24 
Spooky Park &Caramel Apple Workshop October 7 35 
Family Art Night    October 8 10 
One & Twos Art Exploration   October 14 5 
Flashlight Scavenger Hunt   October 22 26 
Trunk or Treat & Pumpkinpalooza  October 29 Cancelled 
  
• New Recreation Supervisor – Center for the Arts, Stacia Soeldner started on October 25. 

Stacia has an exciting background that blends performing arts with education and 
administration. Starting out from college as a professional dancer with a degree in Math 
Education, Stacia traveled the world and performed at a variety of venues including cruise 
ships, dinner theaters, Las Vegas shows and overseas. After retiring from dancing, she worked 
as a math teacher and school administrator, while still teaching and choreographing on a part-
time basis. Stacia will be hitting the ground running with the return of our annual 
production, The Nutcracker, in early December. 

 
• Upcoming Events: 

  Event Name             Date 
  Family Nerf Battle                                  November 4 
  Daddy Daughter Dance           November 12 
  Wilmette Children’s Theater Auditions – Winter Mini  November 13  
  Santa’s Mailbox            November 19 – December 3  
  Wreath Decorating at Mallinckrodt                                 November 28-29   
   
 



 
• Beyond the Bell programs, School Year 2021-2022 

o As of October 26, 2021, CARE – 124 students enrolled in various day options     
o As of October 26, 2021, Campus Clubs – 107 enrolled between three sites 
o As of October 26, 2021, Morning CARE – 94 enrolled between five sites     
o As of October 26, 2021, After School Clubs – 170 enrolled between three sites     

 

Gymnastics: 

• Fall II recreation class session is full 
• The gymnastics team is scheduled for the first competition of the season at Judges Cup in 

Bourbonnais, IL the weekend of November 12 
• Gymnastics Division is hosting Family Ninja Night on November 14 

 
Center Fitness Club: 

• Maintain Campaign, a healthy holidays challenge 
o Goal to maintain a healthy weight and stay active through the holiday season 
o Campaign includes: 

 Free 5-pack of Group Fitness classes 
 Personal Training discount, 4 sessions for the price of 3 sessions 
 Raffle Prizes for those who maintain 

• For the entire month of November Early Childhood Center parents receive free gym access 
and a 5-pack of Group Fitness classes. 

 
 

 

 

 

Centennial Recreation Complex 
Tennis Center: 

• Staff is preparing to re-engage in in-house tournament play on weekend evenings 
• Late Fall lesson session has seen a surge in Adult Basic Level classes, which is positive 

for the adult focused programming into the future 

Centennial Ice Rink: 

• Figure Skating Holiday Exhibition is scheduled for December 12 
• Additional public skate hours, specifically weekends, are being added this month 
• Centennial Ice is hosting both Glenbrook North vs. Glenbrook South on November 24, as 

well as the annual Loyola Thanksgiving tournament from November 26-28 

 September 2021 October 2021 

Monthly Visits 2,208 2,256 
Total Active Memberships 823 819 
Group Fitness Attendance 832 827 
Personal Training Sessions  93 97 



Centennial Family Aquatic Center: 

• Off-season pool projects, include, but limited to, repair pump to slides in Activity Pool, 
leak test on season of the Mail Pool, and install a shower in the chemical storage area. 

Platform Tennis 
• The Wilmette Platform Tennis Club will host the Ouilmette Coneflower Paddle Classic 

on November 19-20. It includes six separate round robin events over the two days. 

Mallinckrodt Center 
• Mallinckrodt Center is continuing to offer in person fitness classes, fitness room reservations, 

in person general interest classes, events, card games and in person office hours.  
• Continuing to offer both in-person and virtual fitness classes including: Strength Training, 

Tai Chi, Zumba, Pilates, Sit and Be Fit, Be Moved, Low Impact Fitness, and Gentle Yoga 
classes through December with 92 participants registered. 

 
Program/Event Name Date(s) Enrollment 
Fitness Room Visits October 1-31 60 
Free Medicare Workshop October 25 6 
Indoor Rentals October 1-31 8 
Humanities Discussion Group 
Book Club 
Van Gogh Day Trip 
Canasta Lessons  
Mah Jong Lessons 
Watercolors 
Super Senior Day-Secretary of State 
Driver’s License Rules of the Road  
Driver’s License Renewals  
Eye Exams and Sticker Renewals 
 
 
Memberships 
Mallinckrodt Memberships 

Meets Weekly 
Meets Monthly 
October 13 
October 27 
October 29 
October 18 
October 8 
October 8  
October 8 
October 8 

10 
12 
8 
2 
2 
3 
See Below for Attendance 
43 
44 
48 
 
 
Enrollment 
182 

Walking Club Membership  47 
     
• Upcoming November Classes and Events: 

 

Name 
Canasta and Mah Jongg Drop In Games-Meets Weekly 
Bridge Group- Meets weekly on Thursdays  
Humanities Discussion Group Meets Weekly 
Men’s Discussion Group will return to meet weekly in November 
BeMoved Dance Fitness Begins 11/10 
Free Medicare Workshop- 11/16 



Indoor Rentals – 5 Scheduled  
Movie and Lunch  
Thanksgiving Watercolors Workshop 11/22 

Lakeview Center / Gillson Park Operations 
• The Sailing Beach Season came to a close on October 10th. The weather cooperated and 

patrons were able to remove their vessels and equipment. 
• All winter storage vessels and sail mast are stored away for the winter.   
• The sailing beach was raked and level prior to the snow fence installation.  
• West Park removed the old metal “S” and “T” racks. They have replaced the “T” rack with a 

new wood rack. The “S” rack will be built in the spring along with the remove and building 
of the “R” rack. This will complete the replacement of all the old metal storage racks on the 
Sailing Beach.  

• The Beach House is winterized and secure for the season. 
• Ice warning signs have been installed on the shoreline.  
• All equipment is stored for the winter season and inventory is complete.  
 

 
 

Location Rental Type Quantity Revenue 
Wallace Bowl Concert 1 $2,500 
Wallace Bowl Congregation 1 $1,925 
Wallace Bowl Scouts 1 $216 
Lakeview Birthday / Family Party  7 $5,097 
Lakeview Wedding 1 $745 
Lakeview Business Meeting 1 $485 



 

To:  Steve Wilson, Executive Director 
From: Sheila Foy, Superintendent of Finance 
Date: November 4, 2021 
Re: November, 2021 Finance Superintendent Report: 

1. District Revenue and Expense Statement Results through September, 2021 (Appendix 1)  
2. Capital Expense Results through September, 2021 (Appendix 2) 
3. Finance, Customer Service and Technology Department Updates 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1. District Revenue and Expense Statement Results through September, 2021 (Appendix 1) 
 
The District is projecting a year end net surplus of more than $2.9 million versus the original budgeted $552k. This has been a 
remarkable year with actual increased demand for programming outpacing planned demand and this has been the result from 
operations for almost the entirety of 2021. As staff continue to present their budgets, there may be additional updates to the year-end 
projection and those will be discussed at the next Financial Planning and Policy Committee meeting. There is additional good news as it 
relates to property taxes. Collections resumed at the end of September and through the end of October the District has collected close 
to 98% of 2022 budgeted amounts.      
 
2. Capital Expense Results through September, 2021 (Appendix 2) 
 
The District is projecting capital expenditures at $2.98 million versus the 2022, $3.28 million budget. While some projects have finished 
under budget and other projects will move into 2022, we are moving some 2022 projects to 2021 as we continue to fix and repair our 
facilities. The September capital expenditure report now shows how much has been spent by project and 2022 projected additional 
spend by project. 

 
3.   Finance, Customer Service and Technology Updates 
  
October has been very busy with creating the 2022 Budget. Meetings have been held with Department Heads and staff in order to 
ensure that all expenses and revenues have been accounted for in 2022 and all 2021 projections are still on target or require 
adjustments. Some 2022 budgets have been presented at October committee meetings and the remaining budgets will be presented 
during the November committee meetings. Unclaimed property replacement checks will continue to be issued until the middle of 
December after which amounts owed will be sent to the State as unclaimed property. Year-end planning has already kicked off with 
Paycom. Information in the system requires updating for the 2021/2022 year end rollover and 2021 tax reporting must be reviewed for 
accuracy and timeliness. 
 
Customer Service recounts that October was another great month at the Park District! The Pool closed after its October 3rd extension. 
Only 236 days until it reopens! It’s not like we are counting down or anything. Registration for late fall occurred with great success. The 
new session began October 18th. Tennis and Soccer held classes outside as much as possible and the weather contributed for the 
most part. There is still a mask mandate which hopefully the state will lift shortly as the rates of infection have significantly dropped in 
the area. Our usual Halloween Happening event was cancelled, but the Recreation team pivoted right into Pumpkinpalooza. The 
outdoor event was supposed to be held during the the last week of October with pumpkin carving, trunk or treat and a pumpkin lighting 
event at Mallinckrodt. Unfortunately, the event was cancelled due to the heavy rain forecasted. However, not all was lost. The Park 
District allowed carved pumpkins on an outdoor display at Mallinckrodt and deliveries of treats and other materials were delivered to our 
patrons that had registered for the events. Paddle Tennis had an event planned on the 29th. Unfortunately, “Paddle Spooktacular” was 
also cancelled due to rain. The Park Board welcomed a new member Lindsay Anderson who was sworn in at the October 13th meeting. 
Welcome aboard, Lindsay! It is hard to believe that there are only 60 days left in 2021 but there is still so much fun that awaits for us 
with the Teddy Bear Picnic Workshop, Breakfast with Santa and Winter Registration for January 2022 classes! What an action packed 
year. 
 
Information technology continues to take care of business behind the scenes. During the month of October, our technology team 
implemented a new version of Rectrac, they converted and merged codes in Rectrac to align with the merging of general ledger 
account codes in Incode. They set up iPad technology and delivered an onboarding for our newest Board member. They were also 
busy configuring and rolling out laptops to some of our District employees. In addition to all the work the department has completed 
thus far, IT has configured and rolled out a technology “help desk” ticketing system to track IT requests and deliver even better 
customer service to the District’s employees and Board members. The information gathered within this tool will allow a better allocation 
of system support to the District employees and will be used as a reporting tool to analyze what issues occur that may require a more 
district wide approach for solutions and also, issues may require additional training. Finally, IT has completed the process of gathering 
information from a few credit card processing vendors that will be evaluated over the next few weeks.  
 
 



Appendix 1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Total Total
Total District Year Year

Actual Actual Actual Budget Projection Budget
2019 2020 2021 2021 $ % 2021 2021

Revenue

Property Taxes $8,330,407 $8,000,268 5,830,580.45   $7,787,607 ($1,957,027) -25.1% $7,920,717 $7,909,177
Daily Fees 1,439,440 1,238,304 1,701,547 1,442,364 259,183 18.0% 1,778,597 1,596,782
Fee Revenue 10,099,573 3,910,951 7,547,966 6,180,161 1,367,805 22.1% 9,314,423 7,957,064
Membership Fees 1,934,114 1,632,006 2,492,184 1,822,497 669,687 36.7% 2,747,625 2,296,121
Rental Revenue 1,683,030 1,217,224 1,731,779 1,606,055 125,724 7.8% 2,126,738 2,164,411
Retail Sales 195,081 121,292 158,218 156,461 1,757 1.1% 198,042 201,495
Miscellaneous Revenue 408,507 151,960 114,922 116,798 (1,876) -1.6% 139,181 160,221

Total Revenue $24,090,152 $16,272,005 $19,577,196 $19,111,943 $465,253 2.4% $24,225,323 $22,285,271

Expenses

Salaries & Wages $7,321,788 $5,920,241 $5,920,241 $6,009,221 ($88,980) -1.5% $7,958,552 $7,985,885
Employee Benefits 2,040,337 1,541,314 1,541,314 1,717,218 (175,904) -10.2% 2,244,375 2,371,609
Contract Services 3,014,644 2,208,497 2,208,497 2,348,859 (140,362) -6.0% 3,179,557 3,132,888
Utilities 726,186 591,179 591,179 703,960 (112,781) -16.0% 1,012,479 998,443
Supplies 1,015,944 715,304 715,304 778,119 (62,815) -8.1% 919,114 961,241
Repairs 162,218 219,452 219,452 252,336 (32,884) -13.0% 597,749 628,394

Operating Expenses $14,281,117 $11,195,987 $11,195,987 $11,809,713 ($613,726) -5.2% $15,911,826 $16,078,460

Operating Surplus (Deficit) $9,809,035 $5,076,018 $8,381,210 $7,302,230 $1,078,980 14.8% $8,313,497 $6,206,811

Non-Operating Revenue
Bond Proceeds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Capital Reimbursement 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total Non-Operating Revenue $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Non-Operating Expenses
Capital 6,508,692 1,155,163 1,376,102 1,955,876 (579,774) -29.6% 2,680,970 2,880,176
Capital - Special Recreation 152,269 111,885 30,571 404,514 (373,943) -92.4% 295,892 399,700
Debt Service 0 0 71,971 71,973 (3) 0.0% 2,386,416 2,373,943
Capital Transfer 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Overhead Transfer 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total Non-Operating Expenses $6,660,961 $1,267,048 $1,478,644 $2,432,363 ($953,720) -39.2% $5,363,278 $5,653,819

Net Non-Operating Surplus (Deficit) ($6,660,961) ($1,267,048) ($1,478,644) ($2,432,363) $953,720 -39.2% ($5,363,278) ($5,653,819)

Total Expenses $20,942,078 $12,463,035 $12,674,630 $14,242,076 ($1,567,446) -11.0% $21,275,104 $21,732,279

Net Surplus (Deficit) $3,148,074 $3,808,970 $6,902,566 $4,869,867 $2,032,699 41.74% $2,950,219 $552,992

For the Month Ending September 30, 2021
Calendar Year 2021

Revenue and Expense Statement
Wilmette Park District

Actual to Budget
YTD Variance



Appendix 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Location Project Name Project Description

Pr
io

ri
ty Original

Budget
YTD

Spending
Spending 

Adjustment
Projected 
Remaining

Estimated 2021 Quarter 
for Completion

Manager Notes

ADMINISTRATION OFFICE Computer Hardware Computer hardware (Laptops, Desktops, Servers and 
etc.)

C
                   70,200                    34,698                             -                      35,502 

Year Long
Bill P

ADMINISTRATION OFFICE Computer Software Computer software (MS Office and etc.) C                    60,000                    46,560                             -                      13,440 Year Long Bill P
WILMETTE GOLF CLUB Drainage Improvements Materials for subsurface golf course drainage 

installs
C

                   10,000                      3,489                             -                        6,511 
Year Long

Adam K
This is an ongoing project

CENTER FITNESS CLUB Studio Equipment Replacement Ongoing replacement of group exercise studio 
equipment

C
                     5,000                      4,934                          (66)                             -   

Complete
Liz W

GILLSON PARK Storage Building Fire Alarm Fire Alarm for maintenance building C                    20,000                      1,626                    (4,000)                    14,374 Q1 Kristi S
WILMETTE GOLF CLUB Maintenance Fire Alarm Installation of a fire prevention system C                    20,000                      1,396                    (4,000)                    14,604 Q1 Kristi S
WILMETTE GOLF CLUB Range Netting Pole and Fence 

Maintenance
Net and Cable Maintenance / High lift work C

                   10,000                      8,000                    (2,000)                             -   
Complete

Adam K

MALLINCKRODT CENTER Front Door Repair Front door requires repair C                    13,000                    15,835                      2,835                             -   Complete Kristi S
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE Switchvox Telephone System Replace Village supported phone system obsoleted 

at the end of 2020
NEW

                   75,488                    75,488                             -   
Complete

Bill P
Originally budgeted at $78,366

CENTENNIAL TENNIS Ball Machine Replace ball machine C                      8,000                      8,000 Q2 Jason targeting Q3 for purchase
COMMUNITY REC CENTER Car Charging Station Electric Car Charging Station at the CRC C                    12,000                    12,000 Q2 Kristi S should be delivered in the fall
COMMUNITY REC CENTER Roof Replacement Complete replacement of south building roof C                 900,000                 871,027                 (28,973)                             -   Complete Kristi S
GILLSON PARK Aquatic Camp Equipment Updating the equipment used for Aquatics Camp C                      5,000                      4,608                       (392)                             -   Complete Emily G
GILLSON PARK Beach Mat Replacement (5.8 Levy) Replacement of worn and damaged beach mats C                      7,000                    (7,000)                             -   Cancelled Emily G Project was cancelled for 2021
GILLSON PARK Replace Dog Beach Fence Refencing of the dog beach including gate 

replacement
C

                   20,000                             -                      30,000                    50,000 
Q2

Kristi S Pricing came in at $50k - we must go to bid. Still hoping to 
complete in 2021

PARKS DEPARTMENT Cargo Van (#22) Replacement of Cargo van C                    35,000                    31,903                    (3,097)                             -   Complete Kristi S
PARKS DEPARTMENT Combination Trash/Recycling Containers 

(Various Parks)
Ongoing standardization of trash/recycling 
containers

C
                   10,000                    10,000 

Q2
Kristi S

this project will move to fall
PARKS DEPARTMENT Dog Park Fencing Install dog park fencing on ComEd leased prop. C                    50,000                          650                    49,350 Q2 Kristi S We are still waiting on ComEd - hoping to complete in 2021
WILMETTE GOLF CLUB Cart Path Installation Fully Connected Cart Paths/Curbing/Drainage C                 382,500                    48,454                 226,584                 560,630 Q2 Adam K Work resumed in early October
CENTER FITNESS CLUB Fitness Equipment Replacement Ongoing replacement of strength and cardio 

equipment
C

                   35,000                    35,000 
Q3

Liz W Targeting Q4 for completion

COMMUNITY PLAYFIELD Tennis Court Resurface/Renovation Outdoor tennis court resurface / renovation C                 105,000               (105,000)                             -   Cancelled Kristi S We will not spend in 2021
COMMUNITY REC CENTER Gymnastics Equipment Updating and Replacing Equipment C                    15,000                    13,530                    (1,470)                             -   Complete Sarah S
GILLSON PARK Lakeview Design Full Building Design Plan C                    50,000                    21,565                    28,435 Q3 Emily G
GILLSON PARK Tennis Court Resurface/Renovation Resurface/improve outdoor courts C                    70,000                      1,584                    45,000                 113,416 Q3 Kristi S
WEST PARK Pickle Ball Courts NEW                      5,968                    15,000                    15,000 Q3 Emily G
WILMETTE GOLF CLUB Tree Maintenance Removal of dead trees and large limbs C                    10,000                    10,000 Q3 Adam K
WILMETTE GOLF CLUB Approach/Tee Mowers (2) Replacement - (3) 14 Year Old Machines L 26,954 26,954                             -   Complete Adam K
WILMETTE GOLF CLUB Bank Mower Replacement - Current Machine is 17 years old L 9,998 9,998                             -   Complete Adam K
WILMETTE GOLF CLUB Fairway Mowers (4) Replacement - (3) 10 Year Old Machines L 65,127 65,127                             -   Complete Adam K
WILMETTE GOLF CLUB Rough Mower Replacement - Bunker Rake Machine - 13 Years Old L

20,215 20,215                             -   
Complete

Adam K

WILMETTE GOLF CLUB Sand Pro Sand Pro 5040 L 5,748 5,748                             -   Complete Adam K
WILMETTE GOLF CLUB Utility Vehicles Workman HDX - 2WD (Kubota Gas) L 7,626 7,626                             -   Complete Adam K
WILMETTE GOLF CLUB Walking Green Mowers (2) Cleanup and Collar Mower for Greens L 8,808 8,808                             -   Complete Adam K
COMMUNITY REC CENTER Comp Plan Comprehensive Plan for Remodel/Interior Upgrades C

                   90,000                 (90,000)                             -   
Moved to 2022

Emily G

COMMUNITY REC CENTER Gymnastic Doors The gymnastic doors on the north side of CRC  are 
corroding and there is a giant gap in the door that is 
a security issue.

NEW

                   18,000                    18,000 
Q4

Kristi S moved from 2022 to 2021

COMMUNITY REC CENTER Gymnastics Roof Replace the last roof at the CRC. Shingles are coming 
apart and it's leaking onto the track.

NEW
                   65,000                    65,000 

Q4
Kristi S moved from 2022 to 2021

COMMUNITY REC CENTER Pillars The plaster on the exterior pillars is damaged and 
needs to be repaired.

NEW
                   10,000                    10,000 

Q4
Kristi S moved from 2022 to 2021

COMMUNITY REC CENTER RTU Replacement Engineering Services NEW                    15,000                    15,000 Q4 Kristi S
COMMUNITY REC CENTER Early Childhood Access Control Access Control Installation NEW                    20,000                    20,000 Q4 Kristi S
GILLSON PARK Lakefront Infrastructure Design Work Comprehensive Plan Development C                 100,000                    37,274                    62,726 Q4 Emily G
GILLSON PARK Lakeview Design Implementation Full Building Design Plan C                    75,000                 (75,000)                             -   Moved to 2022 Emily G
GILLSON PARK Sailing Boat Racks Replace and repair old and damaged sailing racks C                      8,000                          120                      7,880 Q4 Kristi S still reviewing for additional 2021 spend
GILLSON PARK Shoreline Protection - Langdon Material and Installation C                 500,000                      2,920               (497,080)                             -   Q4 Emily G doing permitting only in 2022
PARKS DEPARTMENT Artificial Turf Field Replacement of artificial turf in-fill material C                    40,000                    90,000                 130,000 Q4 Kristi S

TOTAL without Special Recreation 2,880,176 1,376,102 1,304,868

PARKS DEPARTMENT** ADA Accessibility (5.8 Levy) ADA improvements C                 150,000                    11,193               (103,808)                    35,000 Year Long Kristi S
MAPLE PARK** Playground Renovation (2015) Scheduled replacement and ADA update C                 249,700                    19,379                             -                   230,321 Q3 Kristi S

Total Special Recreation                 399,700                    30,572                 265,321 

Priority Code = Total Capital Expenditures           3,279,876           1,406,673           1,570,189 
C = Critical
S = Semi Critical
N= Non Critical
L= Lease Payment

WILMETTE PARK DISTRICT

THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2021
2021 CAPITAL EXPENDITURE SUMMARY

Work is in progress should cost about 32K
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