
  8/20/2020 

To  
 

 
WILMETTE PARK DISTRICT 

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING 
 
A Special Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners of the Wilmette Park District will 

be held at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, August 21, 2020. The meeting will be held virtually via 

Zoom.  

 
The Agenda for this special meeting is as follows: 
 

I. Meeting Called to Order 
 

II. Communications and Correspondence 
 
III. Public Comment 

 
IV. New Business 

A. Discussion and Consideration of Plans for Shoreline Protection 
  

V. Adjournment 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1This meeting will be held remotely via Zoom.   To participate via Zoom on the phone, please call 312-626-6799 and 
enter meeting ID #885-2902-2796 and password #766836.  If you wish to participate via the Zoom software, please 
use the same meeting number and password.   Public Comment will be facilitated on Zoom during the meeting. 

If you are a person with a disability and need special accommodations to participate in and/or attend a 
Wilmette Park District meeting, please notify the Director’s Office at 847-256-6100. 
    
   Stephen P. Wilson 
               Secretary, Board of Park Commissioners  



Approved July 9, 2018 

Wilmette Park District 
Policy for Public Comment 

 
The Board of Park Commissioners, in its regular or special meetings, is a deliberative 
body assembled to make decisions on new and pending matters affecting the District.  
Park Board and Committee meetings are meetings held in public, not a public meeting.  
The Board invites both oral and written communications from its residents. 
 
To facilitate the conduct of Board/Committee meetings, the following procedures will be 
followed: 
 

1. A section of each regular meeting is set aside for public comment and will be 
noted on the agenda as “Recognition of Visitors.”   

2. During the “Recognition of Visitors” agenda item, audience members should 
raise their hands and be recognized by the President/Chairperson prior to 
speaking. 

3. When recognized by the President/Chairperson, each audience member should 
identify themselves and limit speaking to no more than three (3) minutes, unless 
additional time is granted by the President/Chairperson. 

4. Questions are to be directed to the entire Board/Committee. 
5. Park Board members may, by addressing the President/Chairperson, interrupt a 

presenter to obtain clarification and/or further information. 
6. A Board/Committee meeting is not a forum for complaints against individual 

employees.  Such matters are handled by directly contacting the Executive 
Director. Complaints against the Executive Director should be handled by directly 
contacting the President of the Board of Park Commissioners. 

7. During presentation and discussion of agenda items, the President/Chairperson 
will not recognize speakers in the audience unless the Board/Committee desires 
additional information from an audience member. 

8. When addressing the Board/Committee, all persons permitted to speak shall 
confine their remarks to the matter at hand and avoid personal remarks, the 
impugning of motives, and merely contentious statements.  If any person 
indulges in such remarks or otherwise engages in conduct injurious to the civil 
discourse of the Board/Committee and the meeting, the President/Chairperson 
may immediately terminate the opportunity to speak.  This decision is at the 
discretion of the President/Chairperson or upon the affirmative vote of two-thirds 
(2/3) of the park board commissioners present.   

9. Any person, except a member of the Board, who engages in disorderly conduct 
during a meeting, may be ejected from the meeting upon motion passed by a 
majority of the Board present. 



Memorandum 
 
 

Date: August 19, 2020 
 

To: Board of Park Commissioners 
 
From: Steve Wilson, Executive Director 

 
Re: Shoreline Protection Engineering Project  

 
 
On Friday, August 21, 2020, the engineers from SmithGroup will be in attendance via 
Zoom to walk through the attached presentation.  The presentation was created over 
the past week following the discussion at the Lakefront Committee meeting on August 
11, 2020, and follow up conversations I have had with each member of the Board of 
Park Commissioners as well as the engineers. 
 
In the presentation, you can see that the proposed approach has changed since the 
Lakefront Committee meeting.  The initial approach was based on what the engineers 
took from meetings with staff, as well as the initial conversation with the Board in the 
kickoff meeting.  Ultimately, throughout the conversation last week, both the staff and 
Board’s thoughts evolved, and new guidance was provided to the engineers that guided 
the new approach. 
 
In essence, the guidance I provided due to individual conversations with each board 
member was as follows: 
 

• Langdon – The initial short-term approach did not provide enough value to 
preserving the bluff. Given the limited options due to permitting requirements and 
lack of time, the money for a short-term solution is better spent in designing and 
getting permitting for a long-term solution that will protect the bluff for years to 
come and allow a beach to return when the water levels recede. 
 

• Sailing Beach – The initial short term approach didn’t provide enough value as 
the water plant does not appear to be in danger of flooding and water coming into 
the parking lot during the offseason is not worth the cost of the initial approach.  
A more robust in-house solution to try and slow water from reaching the beach 
house will be implemented by staff during the offseason and long term solutions 
will be discussed in the coming months. 

 
• Beach House – The initial short-term approach did not provide enough value as 

the beach house does not appear to be in danger of structural damage and is 
well winterized during the offseason when storms typically take place.  A more 
robust in-house solution to try and slow water from reaching the beach house will 
be implemented by staff during the offseason and long term solutions will be 
discussed in the coming months. 



    

 
• South Beach – The initial short-term approach focused on preserving built 

infrastructure, such as the walkway and roadway along Overlook Drive.  Upon 
seeing the solution and discussing the benefits, the consensus I heard during 
individual conversations with board members after the Lakefront Committee 
meeting was that people would like to consider a solution that would preserve the 
remaining dunes, dune grasses, and trees as much as possible.  I met Mark 
Wagstaff from SmithGroup on Sunday, August 16, 2020 at South Beach and 
walked the entire length of the beach, took measurements, and discussed 
options and objectives.  This week, the team from SmithGroup has been working 
to put together the new approach and the attached presentation.  They will walk 
us through the presentation and hold a discussion with the Board during the 
Special Board Meeting. 

 
Ultimately, the time we have remaining between the meeting on Friday and the time that 
fall storms could be upon us is less than two months.  If we get clear direction from the 
Board on Friday, we could possibly implement a solution by mid-October.  If we don’t get 
clear guidance, it will be hard to put any solution in before the risk of storms becomes 
greater.  
 
If you have any questions, let me know. 
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APPROACH 1
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APPROACH 2 COMPARISONINTRODUCTION



COASTAL ANALYSIS

Wilmette Park District, Shoreline Protection Study       Wilmette Park District, Shoreline Protection Study       

-30-30

-25

-20

-15

-10

-5

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

0+00 0+50 1+00 1+50 2+00 2+50 3+00 3+50 4+00 4+50 5+00 5+50 6+00 6+50 7+00 7+50 8+00 8+50 9+00 9+50 10+00

PROFILE 1
HORZ: 0'

VERT: 0'

60'

30'15'

120'

7.5'

30’

Maximum Runup Elevation
at +13 

Design High Water Level
(DHWL) 5’

1

MWRD GROIN

AQUATICS & 
DOG BEACH

SOUTH BEACH GILLSON BEACH

Overlook Drive Dunes



COASTAL ANALYSIS

2

SAILING 
BEACH

PRIVATE 
PROPERTIES

GILLSON 
BEACH

EL
EV
AT
IO
N

-30-30

-25

-20

-15

-10

-5

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

0+00 0+50 1+00 1+50 2+00 2+50 3+00 3+50 4+00 4+50 5+00 5+50 6+00 6+50 7+00 7+50 8+00 8+50 9+00 9+50 10+00

PROFILE 2
HORZ: 0'

VERT: 0'

60'

30'15'

120'

7.5'

30’

Maximum Runup Elevation at +13

Design High Water Level (DHWL)

Wilmette Park District, Shoreline Protection Study       Wilmette Park District, Shoreline Protection Study       



COASTAL ANALYSIS
3

PRIVATE PROPERTIES

LANGDON 
PARK

EL
EV
AT
IO
N

-30

-25

-20

-15

-10

-5

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

0+00 0+50 1+00 1+50 2+00 2+50 3+00 3+50 4+00 4+50 5+00 5+50 6+00 6+50 7+00 7+50 8+00 8+50 9+00 9+50 10+00

PROFILE 3

Maximum Runup
Elevation at +14 

Design High Water
Level (DHWL) 7’

HORZ: 0'

VERT: 0'

60'

30'15'

120'

7.5'

30’

Wilmette Park District, Shoreline Protection Study       Wilmette Park District, Shoreline Protection Study       



Wilmette Park District, Shoreline Protection Study       

WILMETTE SHORELINE

URGENT NEEDS - APPROACH ONE

ONE (1) ROW OF TRAP BAGS AT APPROXIMATELY 
3 FEET WIDE X 2 FEET TALL EACH; 400 LF RUN

ONE (1) ROW OF TRAP BAGS AT 
APPROXIMATELY 3 FEET WIDE X 
2 FEET TALL EACH; 200 LF RUN

LANGDON PARK

GILLSON BEACH

SAILING 
BEACH

TWO (2) ROWS OF TRAP BAGS AT APPROXIMATELY 
3 FEET WIDE X 2 FEET TALL EACH; 200 LF RUN 

[400 LF OF PRODUCT TOTAL]

ONE (1) ROW OF TRAP BAGS AT 
APPROXIMATELY 3 FEET WIDE X 

2 FEET TALL EACH; 200 LF RUN

SOUTH BEACH

0’ 60’ 120’ 240’
N



URGENT NEEDS: APPROACH 1

PRIORITY SITE / ISSUE ACTION REGULATORY 
CONSIDERATIONS

CAN WPD DO THE 
WORK?

LIFE 
EXPECTANCY

CONSTRUCTION 
COSTS RISK MITIGATION

1. Sailing Beach / Flooding
of parking area and water
treatment facility

400 ft. of 2-ft 
trap bags at key 
location

LONO Potentially
Up to 3 
years

$ 40,000

Higher beach crest to 
reduce risk of flooding 

park infrastructure and 
Water Plant

2. South Beach / Erosion
& flooding at low spots

600 ft. of 2-ft 
trap bags at key 
locations

LONO Potentially
Up to 3 
years

$ 50,000
Higher beach crest to 

reduce risk of flooding 
park infrastructure

3. Gillson Beach /
Potential flooding at new
Beach House and parking
area

200 ft. of 2-ft 
trap bags at key 
location

LONO Potentially
Up to 3 
years

$ 20,000

Higher beach crest 
to reduce foundation 

erosion and/or facility 
flooding.

4. Langdon Park / Bluff
Erosion

270 tons of riprap 
(RR5) placed 
above existing 
armor stone

LONO
No, will require 

an outside 
contractor

Up to 5 
years

$ 80,000
Reinforce slope above 
revetment to reduce 

bluff erosion.
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URGENT NEEDS: APPROACH 2

PRIORITY SITE / ISSUE ACTION REGULATORY 
CONSIDERATIONS

CAN WPD DO THE 
WORK?

LIFE 
EXPECTANCY

CONSTRUCTION 
COSTS RISK MITIGATION

1. Sailing Beach / Flooding
of parking area and water
treatment facility

No physical 
intervention

N/A N/A N/A $0

Pre-winter beach grading 
by operations staff.  Post-
storm inspections.  Alert 
Village DWM of potential 

risk

2. South Beach / Erosion
& flooding at low spots

1500 LF Trap 
Bags,  4’ height, 
double row

LONO Potentially
Up to 3 
years

$390k
Protect dunes from 
erosion and reduce 

overtopping potential

3. Gillson Beach /
Potential flooding at new
Beach House and parking
area

No physical 
intervention

N/A N/A N/A $0

Pre-winter beach grading 
by operations staff.  
Winterize building. 

Post-storm inspections.  
"Action criteria" if 1/3 of 
building foundation is 

exposed.

4. Langdon Park / Bluff
Erosion

No physical 
intervention

N/A N/A N/A $0 Post-storm inspections. 
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C

D

SOUTH BEACH

GOALS

SHORT-TERM (2020)
1. PREVENT FURTHER

DUNE EROSION
2. MAINTAIN KEY ACCESS

POINTS AND VIEWS
THROUGHOUT PARK

LONG-TERM (2021+)
3. INCREASE USEABLE

BEACH AREA
4. REPAIR AND RE-

VEGETATE DUNES
5. IMPROVE POLLINATOR

AND BIRD HABITATURGENT NEEDS - APPROACH TWO

TWO (2) ROWS OF TRAP BAGS AT 
APPROXIMATELY 5 FEET WIDE X 
4 FEET TALL EACH; 1500 LF RUN 
(3000 LF OF PRODUCT TOTAL)

ACCESS POINT

A

B

ACCESS POINT

0’ 50’ 100’ 200’
N



SECTION A PROPOSED ACTION
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SEPTEMBER 2019 AUGUST 2020

A



SECTION B PROPOSED ACTION
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SEPTEMBER 2019 AUGUST 2020

B



SECTION C PROPOSED ACTION
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SEPTEMBER 2019 AUGUST 2020

C



SECTION D PROPOSED ACTION
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SEPTEMBER 2019 AUGUST 2020

D



APPROACH ONE VS. APPROACH TWO
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APPROACH ONE | ALL SITES

Protect built infrastructure Protect remaining dunes

Trap Bag size & 
configuration

Construction Costs
Add/Deduct per linear foot

Material Quantities

Material Transportation 
one truck represents (10) 20-ton 

truck deliveries

APPROACH TWO | SOUTH BEACH

4’

9.75’

2’

3’

3000 LF
TRAP BAGS

$75/LF SINGLE ROW

$150/LF DOUBLE ROW

$350/LF STONE$190k $250/LF DOUBLE ROW$390k

1200 LF
TRAP BAGS

270 TONS
STONE



Wilmette Park District, Shoreline Protection Study       

IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE
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DISCUSSION TOPICS AND QUESTIONS

URGENT NEEDS 
DECISION

LONG-TERM PLANS
(IF TIME PERMITS}


