
 
Wilmette Park District 

Parks & Recreation Committee Meeting 
Monday, November 11, 2019 

6:00 p.m.  – Village Hall Training Room 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
I. Meeting Called to Order: 

Members of Committee:  Staff: 
Commissioner Mike Murdock, Chair   Superintendent Jerry Ulrich 
Commissioner Cecilia Clarke   Superintendent Emily Guynn 
Commissioner Todd Shissler 

 
II. Approval of Minutes 

A. October 15, 2019 
 

III. Communications and Correspondence  
A. Email from Colgate Neighborhood Association re:  Permanent Bathrooms at 

Thornwood Park 
B. Email from Katja Steen re:  Usage of Wilmette Parks (2) 
C. Email from Eleanor Lipinski re:  Howard Park 
D. Email from Jennifer Manning re:  Permanent Restrooms at Thornwood Park 
E. Email from Leslie Weyhrich re:  Permanent Restrooms at Thornwood Park (2) 
F. Email from Sharon Hidala re:  Permanent Restrooms at Thornwood Park 
G. Email from Gary Schotz re:  Permanent Restrooms at Thornwood Park 

 
IV. Recognition of Visitors 
 
V. Unfinished Business   

A. Permanent Bathrooms at Parks – Discussion  
B. Alcohol Guidelines for Park Permits – Discussion  
C. Romona School Playground  

 
VI. New Business  

 
VII. Managers’ Reports   

 
VIII. Adjournment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are a person with a disability and need special accommodations to participate in or attend a 
Wilmette Park District meeting, please notify the Director’s Office at 847-256-6100. 
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Wilmette Park District 
Policy for Public Comment 

 
The Board of Park Commissioners, in its regular or special meetings, is a deliberative 
body assembled to make decisions on new and pending matters affecting the District.  
Park Board and Committee meetings are meetings held in public, not a public meeting.  
The Board invites both oral and written communications from its residents. 
 
To facilitate the conduct of Board/Committee meetings, the following procedures will be 
followed: 
 

1. A section of each regular meeting is set aside for public comment and will be 
noted on the agenda as “Recognition of Visitors.”   

2. During the “Recognition of Visitors” agenda item, audience members should 
raise their hands and be recognized by the President/Chairperson prior to 
speaking. 

3. When recognized by the President/Chairperson, each audience member should 
identify themselves and limit speaking to no more than three (3) minutes, unless 
additional time is granted by the President/Chairperson. 

4. Questions are to be directed to the entire Board/Committee. 
5. Park Board members may, by addressing the President/Chairperson, interrupt a 

presenter to obtain clarification and/or further information. 
6. A Board/Committee meeting is not a forum for complaints against individual 

employees.  Such matters are handled by directly contacting the Executive 
Director. Complaints against the Executive Director should be handled by directly 
contacting the President of the Board of Park Commissioners. 

7. During presentation and discussion of agenda items, the President/Chairperson 
will not recognize speakers in the audience unless the Board/Committee desires 
additional information from an audience member. 

8. When addressing the Board/Committee, all persons permitted to speak shall 
confine their remarks to the matter at hand and avoid personal remarks, the 
impugning of motives, and merely contentious statements.  If any person 
indulges in such remarks or otherwise engages in conduct injurious to the civil 
discourse of the Board/Committee and the meeting, the President/Chairperson 
may immediately terminate the opportunity to speak.  This decision is at the 
discretion of the President/Chairperson or upon the affirmative vote of two-thirds 
(2/3) of the park board commissioners present.   

9. Any person, except a member of the Board, who engages in disorderly conduct 
during a meeting, may be ejected from the meeting upon motion passed by a 
majority of the Board present. 
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       WILMETTE PARK DISTRICT 
         Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, October 15, 2019 
 Village Hall Training Room 

  

Present 
Commissioners/Committee: Chair, Mike Murdock, Cecilia Clarke, Todd Shissler 
Staff:  Emily Guynn, Jerry Ulrich 
 
Staff:   Director Steve Wilson, Jeff Groves, Carol Heafey, Joey Sanchez, Jason Stanislaw 
 
Absent 
None 

   
I. Meeting Called to Order 

Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 

II. Approval of Minutes 
A. August 12, 2019 

Commissioner Clarke moved and Commissioner Shissler seconded a motion to 
approve the minutes of the August 12, 2019 Parks & Recreation Committee; all 
voted yes, the motion carried.   
 

B. September 9, 2019 
Commissioner Shissler moved and Commissioner Clarke seconded a motion to 
approve the minutes of the September 9, 2019 Parks & Recreation Committee; 
all voted yes, the motion carried.   

 
III. Communications and Correspondence 

Commissioner Murdock acknowledged emails from Fred Abrams, Lisa Greene, and 
Paul Trompeter, all expressing gratitude for the pool being open through September. 
Commissioner Shissler said that as he goes about his typical day he has been 
stopped by numerous people expressing their appreciation of the extended pool 
season.   

Commissioner Murdock referred to an email received earlier in the day from a New 
Trier student asking about green initiatives at the District including specifically 
electric car charging stations. 

IV. Recognition of Visitors 
The Attendance Sheet will become part of the permanent record. 
 
Alexandra Eidenberg – Romona parent who wanted to present the board and staff 
with a proposal from the PTA regarding a replacement for the playground at the 
school.  The condition of the playground is less than desirable and is 20 years old.  
The school’s fundraising ability is short of the needs, and they are seeking support 
from the Park District.  In particular, she wants the District to consider help defraying 
the costs of the installation of the equipment by using District staff, which could be 
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a $40,000 in-kind donation.  Other than that specific request, she expressed a desire 
to hear from the District any other ideas they have about how it can help. 
 
Jackie Crishnick – Head of fundraising and this is a very large task.  It is something 
that will be hard for their families to be able to fund and we are looking for ways for 
you to help. 
 
Alexa Keto – New Trier Swim Club and expressed her gratitude for the pool use this 
year as well as the expanded season. 
 
Lauren – Grew up in the area and went to Romona.  Again wanted to reiterate the 
desire for the District to assist in the fundraising efforts for the new playground. 
 

V. Unfinished Business 
A. Permanent Bathrooms at Parks 

Staff walked the committee through the various definitions of community, 
neighborhood and micro parks.  In staff’s opinion, Community Playfields clearly 
is a community park and Thornwood Park fits the definition of a community park 
due to the use of the baseball fields by the community at large, but also the 
definition of neighborhood park as it is an extension of neighborhood activities.  
Commissioner Clarke stated that she felt that bathrooms should be seriously 
considered at both Community Playfields and Thornwood Park.  Commissioner 
Shissler concurred with Commissioner Clarke.  Commissioner Murdock asked 
for next month,  a comprehensive list of all parks whether they have playground 
equipment or host any activities, so the Committee is looking at all parks.  He 
continued to say that he is not a fan of portable toilets, but understands that they 
are cost effective and that the resources of the District have a limit across all 
desired projects.  He further said that any community park should have bathroom 
access, and for him neighborhood parks are likely too costly to add bathrooms 
to. The Committee agreed to further discuss at the next meeting. 

 
VI. New Business 

A. Proposed FY 2020 Recreation & Facility Budget Review  
Commissioner Murdock lead the Committee discussion with staff in regard to the 
2019 year-end projections and the 2020 proposed budgets for the recreation 
programs and facilities for the District with the exception of Lakefront and Golf 
operations as those committees will review their portions of the budget.  The 
Committee asked questions of the staff about different operating divisions.  Based 
on the staff responses, no changes were proposed to the operating budget.  The 
Committee then reviewed the proposed capital plan and asked for certain projects 
to be moved between years as well as add some projects to it.  Staff agreed to bring 
an updated capital plan to the Committee-of-the-Whole that would exhibit any and 
all changes and additions to the full board upon the next review. 
   

VII. Managers’ Reports 
Jason Stanislaw (Manager) reported on the following topics: 
 Paddle Leagues started last week  
 Girls IHSA leagues end for tennis which will bump winter activity at the tennis 

club 
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 Tennis is starting a rating based program as compared to the traditional 
ranking based system 
 

Carol Heafey (Manager) reported on the following topics: 
 Father Son Nerf Night went well as a new event this past month  
 Mother Son Night is coming up on November 1 
 Mother Son Dance is on November 8, 2019 
 Soccer concludes next week and the numbers were up this year compared to 

last year 
 

Jeff Groves (Manager) reported on the following topics: 
 This Saturday Halloween Happening is taking place 

o Decorations in hallways ongoing 
o Creation of the haunted theater is in process 

 Mallinckrodt Center is looking for a new manager as Julie Mantice has moved 
over to the early childhood center 
 

Sean Flynn (General Manager) reported on the following topics: 
 Hockey season is underway and all teams are in play 
 TGIF Skates begin on October 18 and then every other week after that 
 Loyola Thanksgiving Tournament will take place as always 
 Due to Glenview’s rink being under construction, we will host the Glenbrook 

North v. Glenbrook South game the Wednesday before thanksgiving 
 

Joey Sanchez (Manager) reported on the following topics: 
 End of season shutdown is well underway getting things ready for the 

offseason 
 Many emails received on the positive opinions about the pool being open 

through September 
 
VIII. Adjournment 

There being no further business to conduct, the Parks and Recreation Committee 
meeting was adjourned at 7:28 p.m. 

 
 
Minutes Approved on ____________________________ 

 
 
 

___________________________  ___________________________  
 Committee Chair     Department Head  
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Libby Baker

From: Steve Wilson
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2019 12:16 PM
To: Libby Baker
Subject: FW: [external] Follow up about permanent restrooms in Thornwood Park

Next P&R packet. 
 
Steve Wilson 
Executive Director 
Wilmette Park District 
847‐256‐9617 
swilson@wilpark.org 
 
From: K Sullivan <kathleensullivan99@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2019 11:00 AM 
To: Mike Murdock <mmurdock@wilpark.org>; Cecilia Clarke <cclarke@wilpark.org>; Todd Shissler 
<tshissler@wilpark.org>; Steve Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>; Jerry Ulrich <julrich@wilpark.org>; Emily Guynn 
<eguynn@wilpark.org> 
Cc: Candido <sophiecandido@gmail.com> 
Subject: [external] Follow up about permanent restrooms in Thornwood Park 

 
Parks and Recreation Committee and Staff, 
 
Thank you for sharing the Park Utilization spreadsheet and for walking us through your thought processes at the 
October 15 meeting, so we can all understand what criteria and information you are using as you make 
decisions about permanent restrooms in Wilmette parks. 
 
It sounds like your Committee might be voting in the November 11 meeting, to recommend permanent 
restrooms in some parks. Therefore, we'd like to offer the following perspectives, and requests for information 
before that meeting. 
 
1. Is Thornwood Park a Neighborhood Park or a Community Park (according to DPRA standards)?  
 
According the DPRA standards, a Neighborhood Park is "15 plus/minus (+/-) acres" vs. the 25 plus/minus 
acres for a Community Park. Given Thornwood Park's small size (8.2 acres) and low utilization 
(beyond baseball) it seems that Thornwood Park would be classified as a Neighborhood Park. 
 
As we mentioned in an email sent on October 4, we know that restrooms might benefit baseball families who 
might spend a few hundred dollars to visit the park one or two days per week for a few months of the year, but 
we local neighbors have spent tens of thousands of dollars each (or even hundreds of thousands of dollars above 
market value) to live near a peaceful, quiet, and safe local park. 
 
We understand that the Park District benefits from Wilmette Baseball Associating paying for some grass 
maintenance. What is the dollar value of that benefit on an annual basis? Is the Park District receiving a strong 
recommendation from Wilmette Baseball Association to install permanent restrooms? If they needed to move 
their games away from Thornwood Park, where would they go? We're just trying to understand the perspective 
of others who do want restrooms in the park.  
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2. Does park categorization (Neighborhood Park vs. Community Park) need to be correlated with a 
recommendation to install a permanent restroom or not? 
 
We spoke with Jason Annulment, Legal Legislative Counsel for the Illinois Park District Association, and he 
was able to do some research and answer some questions for us. There is no IPDA code which requires or 
recommends permanent restrooms in parks. Nor is there a DPRA standard which requires or recommends 
permanent restrooms, regardless of park categorization. Standards do not get specific about amenities, in order 
to allow each park district to take into account the specific characteristics of each park.  While it might be a 
useful exercise to create park designations based on size and usage, we don't see the need for there to be a direct 
correlation to a recommendation for a permanent restroom or not. 
 
3. What is a fiscally conservative choice for Thornwood Park? 
 
Your Committee started to dig into the short-term and long-term costs of instilling a permanent restroom in 
Thornwood Park. We'd like to know more about the cost of: a prefab structure, cost per linear foot of installed 
utilities (water, sewer, electricity), annual utility costs, annual maintenance costs, annual security/surveillance 
costs, replacement/repair costs, etc.  
 
4. What measures will be put in place for security and safety purposes? 
 
We understand that Thornwood Park used to host a permanent restroom (30 years ago?) but that it was closed 
due to vandalism problems. Given that we already witness nighttime activities in the park (e.g., broken bottles 
around trees or playground structures, fire works, marijuana vaping pods littered on the ground, etc.) we have 
concerns about a permanent facility that might invite more night time activity. Based on Skokie's 7 permanent 
restrooms, what structures or processes could be put into place to ensure that there will be no nighttime activity 
in Wilmette's parks? What technology or police surveillance could be put in place to monitor day and night use 
of the facilities?  
 
Thanks for your understanding, and for your replies in advance of the November 11 meeting. 
 
--Colgate Street Neighborhood Association   
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Libby Baker

From: Emily Guynn
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 3:45 PM
To: Libby Baker; Steve Wilson
Subject: FW: [external] FW: Usage of Wilmette parks

Libby, 
Another item for the Parks & Rec Committee agenda. 
 
Emily Guynn 
Superintendent of Recreation 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL 60091 
Tel: 847-256-9603 
Fax: 847-256-7908 
www.wilmettepark.org 
 

 
 
From: Mike Murdock <mmurdock@wilpark.org>  
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2019 3:45 PM 
To: Steve Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>; Emily Guynn <eguynn@wilpark.org> 
Subject: Re: [external] FW: Usage of Wilmette parks 
 
Emily‐ let’s add this to the next agenda. I will also respond that Acoca/Marie Murphy seems to allow dogs off leash (or 
doesn’t enforce any restrictions). Thx 

Sent from my iPhone 
 

On Oct 27, 2019, at 5:26 PM, "ceciliaclarke@comcast.net" <ceciliaclarke@comcast.net> wrote: 

  
Please see the emails below: 
  

From: ceciliaclarke@comcast.net <ceciliaclarke@comcast.net>  
Sent: Sunday, October 27, 2019 5:19 PM 
To: 'katjas@pobox.com' <katjas@pobox.com> 
Subject: RE: Usage of Wilmette parks 
  
Hello Katja, 
  
Thank you for your email. As a dog owner myself, I understand how helpful it is to have a large area for 
our dogs to exercise in. In the past there has often been a vocal community response against loosening 
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the restrictions on dogs in the parks. In fact, until about 15 years ago, dogs weren’t allowed in the parks 
at all.  
  
Since I am new on the Park District Board, I do not know all of the history regarding the creation of the 
dog parks at Gilson and at West Park and why they are located where they are. I’m going to forward 
your email to Steve Wilson, the Park District’s Executive Director, and Mike Murdock, who is the Chair of 
the Parks and Recreation Committee (I also sit on the Parks and Recreation Committee). I can raise the 
question of creating additional dog off leash areas in our parks at the next Parks and Recreation 
meeting. You may want to appear and raise this question as well. Parks and Recreation meet the second 
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. on the second floor of the Village Hall. 
  
All the best, 
  
Cecilia 
  
From: Katja S <katja.steen@gmail.com>  
Sent: Sunday, October 27, 2019 11:14 AM 
To: ceciliaclarke@comcast.net 
Subject: Usage of Wilmette parks 
  
Hi Cecilia, 
I'm glad Leslie introduced us and hope you don't mind me reaching out with some questions regarding 
usage of Wilmette parks.  
I'm Katja Steen, 12th year Wilmette resident, mother of 3 students in the district, teacher at New Trier, 
wife of Mark Steen on the D39 School Board, and dog owner. We have had our dog for a bit over a year 
now and have become aware of how limited the space is for dogs in Wilmette to be off leash. It seems 
like several parks in Wilmette, or parts of them, could be used as dog parks, and we are wondering why 
they aren't and what would have to be done to make that happen. 
Would you be able to meet and talk with me about these questions? I would very much appreciate it. 
Enjoy the lovely weather today! 
Katja 
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Libby Baker

From: Emily Guynn
Sent: Monday, November 04, 2019 10:19 AM
To: Libby Baker
Cc: Steve Wilson
Subject: FW: [external] Fwd: Re: Dog parks

Libby, 
Per Mike’s email, please include in the November Parks and Recreation Committee packet. Thanks. 
 
Emily Guynn 
Superintendent of Recreation 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL 60091 
Tel: 847-256-9603 
Fax: 847-256-7908 
www.wilmettepark.org 
 

 
 
From: Mike Murdock <mikemurdock@comcast.net>  
Sent: Sunday, November 3, 2019 1:14 PM 
To: Emily Guynn <eguynn@wilpark.org> 
Subject: [external] Fwd: Re: Dog parks 

 
for next P&R meeting  

---------- Original Message ----------  
From: Katja S <katja.steen@gmail.com>  
To: Mike Murdock <mmurdock@wilpark.org>  
Date: November 3, 2019 at 7:04 AM  
Subject: Re: Dog parks  

Hi Mike,  
thank you for your quick reply and for putting the topic of dog parks on the agenda for the 
next meeting. I will be there. Thanks also for the tip about the space behind Marie Murphy. So 
far I only know it as my kids' soccer fields! I would love to see more options in Wilmette for 
dogs to be off leash legally/officially (without sneaking around or making sure to go when 
nobody else will mind) and safely (i.e. in an enclosed area).  
Looking forward to the meeting,  
Katja  
 
On Mon, Oct 28, 2019, 3:49 PM Mike Murdock < mmurdock@wilpark.org> wrote:  
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Cecelia forwarded your email to me. I have asked staff to add this discussion to 
our next agenda. I will ask them to give us some history of what we have done in 
the past as a part of that discussion.  
 
I, too, am a dog owner and we often take our dogs to the fields behind Marie 
Murphy. They have great gated area at the west end and they seem to allow dogs 
off leash in the entire park (or at least they do not enforce any restrictions). That 
might also be a good temporary option for you. Thanks for reaching out - Mike 
Murdock  
 
Sent from my iPhone  
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Libby Baker

From: Steve Wilson
Sent: Sunday, November 03, 2019 1:48 PM
To: Libby Baker; Jerry Ulrich; Emily Guynn
Subject: Fwd: [external] Howard Park community usage

Next park's and rec packet. 
 
Steve Wilson 
Executive Director 
Wilmette Park District 
swilson@wilpark.org 

From: Eleanor <eleanor.lipinski@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, November 3, 2019 1:27:29 PM 
To: swilson@wilpark.org <swilson@wilpark.org>; awolfe@wilpark.org <awolfe@wilpark.org>; ganderson@wilpark.org 
<ganderson@wilpark.org>; babbott@willpark.org <babbott@willpark.org>; mmurdoch@wilpark.org 
<mmurdoch@wilpark.org>; cclarke@wilpark.org <cclarke@wilpark.org>; joebel@wilpark.org <joebel@wilpark.org>; 
tshissler@wiilpark.org <tshissler@wiilpark.org> 
Subject: [external] Howard Park community usage  
  

Dear Executive Director Wilson and Board of Commissioners of the Wilmette Park District, 

I am writing to request that you consider designating Howard Park as an official dog play area. Some of you 
might already know that dog owners have been letting their dogs run off leash at this location on and off for 
years.  The situation at Howard Park is that people take their dogs there to play for lengths of time until 
someone calls the police.  Only then do the police, who I must note can visibly view Howard Park from their 
station on Ridge, come over and either ticket or warn people to put their dogs on leash or leave. This then scares 
dog owners off until some time goes by and they then feel safe to return. This is a continuous cycle. 

As a long time resident of Wilmette and dog owner, I do not wish to be breaking the law by letting my dog play 
at the park. However, there are not many other options. Gillson Beach is great but not that convenient and really 
not that big of an area for dogs to run.  The designated dog play area at West Park is essentially a disaster. The 
location, accessible to Lake Street and next to a busy parking lot with no fence and paddle players coming and 
going, is just dangerous. It is also so far west and over the highway that it is not conducive for the majority of 
Wilmette dog owners who would like to walk, not drive, to a dog park. 

Why Howard? There is a reason people keep going back there. It is great - centrally located, fairly protected 
from busy traffic and unused for the majority of the time. The only time that park is in use is when there are 
scheduled sports such as softball, soccer, etc. Otherwise it is unused green space that is supported by taxpayers.

I think a fair and reasonable solution would be to dedicate certain times of the day as an official dog play area, 
for example – mornings from 8-10 a.m.  The time could be determined based upon the usage of the park. A 
fence could be constructed but since the Park District did not feel the need to construct a fence at West Park, 
there is surely less of a need for a fence at Howard. 
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My last appeal is somewhat saccharine but honest. I have met so many different people at Howard Park that I 
never would have had the chance to associate with – older people, young kids even someone that is 
experiencing serious health issues and just gets enjoyment from being at the dog park watching the dogs run and 
play. It is a rare chance in our community for neighbors of all types to get together and socialize in an open 
green space area. 

I look forward to a discussion of the proposal and am happy to answer any questions. 

I appreciate your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Eleanor Lipinski  

1243 Gregory Ave 

312-420-6084 
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Libby Baker

From: Steve Wilson
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2019 3:14 PM
To: Libby Baker
Cc: Emily Guynn; Jerry Ulrich
Subject: FW: [external] Permanent rest room at Thornwood Park

For next Parks and Rec packet. 
 
Steve Wilson 
Executive Director 
Wilmette Park District 
847‐256‐9617 
swilson@wilpark.org 
 

From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 5, 2019 3:12 PM 
To: Jennifer Manning <icej@sbcglobal.net> 
Cc: Steve Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org> 
Subject: Re: [external] Permanent rest room at Thornwood Park 

 
Ms. Manning, 
 
Thank you so much for your note.  It will be included in the next discussion on the stormwater project.   
 
Best, 
Amy Wolfe 
 
 
 

On Nov 5, 2019, at 10:43 AM, Jennifer Manning <icej@sbcglobal.net> wrote: 
 
Dear Board Members,  
 
We just learned of a petition to oppose installation of permanent rest rooms at Thornwood Park. 
As longtime Wilmette residents and Thornwood Park users, we strongly support permanent rest 
rooms.  The park is a public  park for the benefit of the entire community and it seems that the 
petition is being circulated in an effort to keep the park as private as possible.  While the park’s 
neighbors can conveniently walk home to use their own bathroom facilities, the rest of us in 
Wilmette have been putting up with those gross Port-a-Potties for too long.  The park contains a 
playground, two baseball fields and three tennis courts and an open field. It is clearly intended to 
be well-used by the community and installing permanent rest rooms would be a valuable 
upgrade.  Part and parcel, we hope, is a plan to maintain the rest rooms in good condition. 
 
Thank you so much for listening, and for all you do! 
 
Jennifer Manning 
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Steve Feldman 
1104 Forest Ave. 
Wilmette 
 
 
 

 

1115



1

Libby Baker

From: Steve Wilson
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2019 3:35 PM
To: Libby Baker
Cc: Emily Guynn; Jerry Ulrich
Subject: FW: [external] regarding thornwood park

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

For both the park and rec and board packet. 
 
Steve Wilson 
Executive Director 
Wilmette Park District 
847‐256‐9617 
swilson@wilpark.org 
 

From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 6, 2019 3:29 PM 
To: Leslie Weyhrich <weyhrich@comcast.net> 
Cc: Steve Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org> 
Subject: Re: [external] regarding thornwood park 

 
Ms. Weyhrich, 
 
Thank you so much for your note.  It will be included in our discussions on the storm water project and the 
impact on our parks. 
 
Thank you again for reaching out, 
Amy Wolfe 
 

On Nov 6, 2019, at 2:13 PM, Leslie Weyhrich <weyhrich@comcast.net> wrote: 
 
Dear Park District Commissioners:  
 
First, thank you as always for your service to our community. It's my opinion that outside 
of our schools and neighborhoods, it's our park system that makes Wilmette such a 
wonderful place to live. I appreciate that there are often varied opinions about our parks 
and as a group of unpaid volunteers, you take great pains to navigate those in making 
some tough decisions.  
 
The choice between using a bathroom or a port-a-potty should not be one of those 
tough decisions.  The choice between encouraging usage of our parks for the entire 
community of tax payers should not be one of them.  Wilmette recently made many 
improvements to our lake front to encourage more usage from the west and east sides 
of Wilmette and everywhere in the middle. The beach structure is far more inviting with 
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the bathrooms, eating areas, and shower facilities, enabling folks from all over to have a 
more enjoyable beach experience.  
 
We have an opportunity to enhance at least two of our parks at a reduced cost because 
of the storm water project.  That project comes at great financial burden to the entire 
village. Shouldn't there be some improvements that all residents can benefit from? 
Wilmette parks are funded by ALL its tax payers, not just their immediate neighbors. 
When I had a Kindergartner at Harper Elementary I would have greatly appreciated 
decent rest rooms for my then 2 year old while we played at Thornwood waiting for 
school to let out. Portapotty's are not sanitary for our little ones.  When that two year old 
was playing baseball, and we had moved out of that district, I would have greatly 
appreciated a rest room (baseball games are LONG). I have never understood why so 
many of our surrounding communities have bathrooms and Wilmette is still sporting its 
many portapotty's.    
 
I would need a very clear explanation for why this project would be voted down, as it 
would certainly not be in keeping with the philosophy behind investing in our Lakefront 
or the mission of the Wilmette Park District to improve on parks so that they would be 
used to their fullest potential.  
 
Thank you for all you do,  
Best,  
Leslie Weyhrich  
1018 Elmwood  
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Libby Baker

From: Emily Guynn
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2019 10:55 AM
To: Steve Wilson; Libby Baker
Subject: FW: [external] No Thank You to Permanent Restrooms

Please include in the Parks & Rec Committee packet. 
 
Emily Guynn 
Superintendent of Recreation 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL 60091 
Tel: 847-256-9603 
Fax: 847-256-7908 
www.wilmettepark.org 
 

 
 
From: Mike Murdock <mmurdock@wilpark.org>  
Sent: Thursday, November 7, 2019 8:06 AM 
To: Emily Guynn <eguynn@wilpark.org> 
Subject: Fwd: [external] No Thank You to Permanent Restrooms 

 
Fyi 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Sharon Hidala <smineh.13@gmail.com> 
Date: November 5, 2019 at 9:16:49 PM CST 
To: Cecilia Clarke <cclarke@wilpark.org>, Todd Shissler <tshissler@wilpark.org>, Mike 
Murdock <mmurdock@wilpark.org> 
Subject: [external] No Thank You to Permanent Restrooms 

Cecilia, Todd and Mike, 
A few thoughts that I have about the permanent restroom issue at Thornwood Park. 
 
I feel very strongly that there is no need for any public restrooms at Thornwood Park, as it would 
be a waste of taxpayer funds, the park is too small to accommodate public restrooms and would 
pose a danger to children who use the park.  There is also a greater probability in the increase of 
broken bottles, fireworks and vaping devices with the availability of public restrooms.  The 
public restrooms would also serve as a place which could be used for criminal activity as well as 
a  shelter to potential crimes.    
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There are a number of questions which I have concerning this push to add restrooms in 
Thornwood park: 
 
Why  did you pick Thornwood Park?  What is the reasoning behind this decision? 
What other Wilmette parks will have  public restrooms? Will restrooms be placed in all of 
Wilmette’s parks?  
Will there be a curfew for the park and what time will that be? 
Will the restrooms be locked during the winter season or open all year around? 
How often will the police department patrol the park? 
Will there be an electric light in the bathroom or will it be lit strictly by sunlight? 
Will there be an emergency call button or alarm installed? 
how often will the bathroom be maintained? on a weekly basis or not on a regular schedule? 
 
It makes no sense to proceed with this project and to make such a negative impact on this 
beautiful park area. 
Thank you for letting me express my concerns and I look forward to hearing your thoughts. 
 
Regards 
 
Sharon Hidaka 
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Libby Baker

From: Emily Guynn
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2019 11:00 AM
To: Libby Baker; Steve Wilson
Subject: FW: [external] Please vote no on the permanent bathroom at Thornwood Park

Please include in the Parks & Rec Committee packet. 
 
 
Emily Guynn 
Superintendent of Recreation 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL 60091 
Tel: 847-256-9603 
Fax: 847-256-7908 
www.wilmettepark.org 
 

 
 
From: Mike Murdock <mmurdock@wilpark.org>  
Sent: Thursday, November 7, 2019 8:43 AM 
To: Emily Guynn <eguynn@wilpark.org> 
Subject: Fwd: [external] Please vote no on the permanent bathroom at Thornwood Park 

 
Fyi 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Gary Schotz <gdoeschotz@mac.com> 
Date: November 6, 2019 at 10:39:03 PM CST 
To: Mike Murdock <mmurdock@wilpark.org> 
Subject: [external] Please vote no on the permanent bathroom at Thornwood Park 

Hi Mike,  
 
We not only border Thornwood Park but are very close to where the proposed bathroom would 
go. As one of the neighbors who will have to deal with the good and the bad of the bathroom, I 
ask that you vote no. 
 
The petition we’ve signed has already made very good points as to why it shouldn’t be there. 
What’s disappointing is that we have to make the case at all. It’s been tried in the past and had to 
be torn down due to the unintended consequences of it. I know that was years ago, but teens are 
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still teens. They are out at the Thornwood playground now littering the space with Juul cartridges 
and beer bottles. Why give them a second, secluded location do to so? 
 
More importantly, we have all-but begged the park district to try and put the park back the way it 
is now. No one has been clamoring for improvements to it. No one has signed petitions asking 
for an overhaul. And this project isn’t about that at all. We acquiesce to it because most of us 
have suffered through the heavy rain storms and the damage they bring. This should not be 
looked at as an opportunity to do things no one wants. Just because one can do something, 
doesn’t mean one should. 
 
Please take the closest neighbor’s opinions to heart and vote no on the Thornwood Park 
bathroom. 
 
Feel free to reach out of you’d like to discuss further, 
 
Thanks, 
Gary Schotz 
312-259-3044 
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Memorandum 
 
Date:  November 5, 2019 
 
To:  Members of the Parks & Recreation Committee 

Commissioner Michael Murdock, Chair 
Commissioner Cecilia Clarke 
Commissioner Todd Shissler  

 
From:  Emily Guynn, Superintendent of Recreation 
 
cc:  Steve Wilson, Executive Director       
              
Re:  Permanent Washrooms at Parks 
 
 
Wilmette Park District Field Utilization study, includes the following details: 

• Park Name 
• Size 
• Type 
• Amenities 
• Portable toilet count and annual cost 
• Consideration for permanent washroom 
• Usage 
• Majority resident/non-resident 
• Seasonal schedule 

 
There are various and inconsistent definitions and standards that can be referenced to 
determine whether a park is either a neighborhood, community, or micro park. For 
staff’s analysis, we are emphasizing the nature of the use of the park.  Therefore, staff 
would consider a community park a location that consolidates social, civic, and athletic 
activities. A neighborhood park serves as an extension of residential activities and 
informal recreational activities. A micro park is a small park including a singular play 
structure. 
 
Staff recommends the Parks & Recreation Committee give serious consideration to 
installing formally plumbed washroom facilities at community parks throughout our park 
system. 
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Consideration for

Location Name Size Type Amenities Toilet Count Annual Cost Permanent Washroom Usage R NR Week Day UtilizationWeekend Utilization Week Day Utilization Weekend Utilization
8 Acres Community Soccer Fields No No longer in WPD usage

16.5 Acres Community Community Gardens 1 Regular by Garden No Summer- 2 Week Camp Ext., Apprx. 150 per week X M-F 8-6pm
Prairie Planting
Sledding Hill

39 Acres Community Pony Baseball Field 1 Regular-Mid Park $5,068 Yes Spring/Summer/Fall-WBA, Apprx. 100 X M-F 4-9P SA 8A-6P, SU 8A-6P M-F 4-9P SA 8A-8P, SU 8A-8P
Bronco Baseball Field (Elam) 1 ADA-Mid Park Spring/Summer/Fall-WBA, Apprx. 100 X SA 8A-6P, SU 8A-6P M-F 4-9P SA 8A-8P, SU 8A-8P
Mustang Baseball Field (Pomona) 1 Regular-Highcrest Approxiamtely: Spring/Summer/Fall-WBA, Apprx. 100 X M-T 4-9P SU 8A-8P
Up to 12 Soccer Fields 1 Regular-Tennis 1,200ft. N.E. Corner to Jr. High Spring/Fall-WW 3 fields, Apprx. 200 X M-TH 4-7P SA 3-6P, SU 9A-6P M-TH 4-7P SA 3-8P, SU 98P
6 Outdoor Tennis Courts 1 ADA-Tennis 1,400ft. South to North Spring/Fall-WPD Youth League-12 fields-Apprx. 1000 X M-F 4-7P SA 9-4P M-F 4-8P SA 9-4P
Playground 1,600ft . Jr. High to Highcrest Spring/Fall-OFL men's league-Apprx. 30 X SU 9-11A SU 9-11A
Field Hockey Fall-WJHS league-3 fields-Apprx. 30 X M-F 3:30-5P
Cross Country (perimeter of park) Summer-Coach Abe Camp Apprx-200 X M-F 4-7P (2 WK) M-F 9A-12:30P (3WK)

Junior Excellence Camp  Apprx 100 X
Summer Adult Drills Apprx 100/week X
WMTA Matches X
Fall-WJHS use only-Apprx 50 X M-F 3:30-6P
Fall-Regina High School-1 meet-Apprx 300 X (1) MEET, 3-7P
Fall-New Trier High School-1 meet-Apprx 300 X (1) MEET, 3-7P
Fall-WJHS 3 meets Apprx 300 each X (3) MEETS, 3-7P
Spring-WJHS track meets Apprx 200 X 4 meets 4-7P
Fall/Spring-WPD/IBA tball-Apprx-200 X SU 12-1P 4 WK SU 12-2P 6 weeks
Summer-Sports Camp Apprx 200 X M-F 9-2:30P
Summer-Junior Day Camp Apprx-200 X M-F 9-3P
Fall/Spring WJHS & Highcrest gym classes M-F 9A-3P (AS SCH.) M-F 9A-3P varies during season
Easter Egg Hunts-Apprx. 500 humans & dogs X One day SA 9A-12P

Earlywine Park .7 Acres Micro Tot Lot No

Forest Park .5 Acres Micro Tot Lot No

59 Acres Community Swimming Beach 3 Regular-South End $11,597 Yes Beach and Tennis Camp 35 X

Beach House 1 ADA-South End Summer Adult Drills Apprx 100/week X
Permenant Washrooms 1 Regular-East Tennis Approxiamtely: WWTA Matches Apprx 16/week X
Sailing Beach 1 ADA-East Tennis 670ft. To Lakeview Center Fall-WPD/IGLA lacrosse program-Apprx. 40 X M,W 5-7P SU 12-5P
Sailing Office 3 Regular-Sailing Summer-Great Gillson-Apprx. 230 X M-F 8-2:30P
Dog Beach 1 ADA-Sailing Summer Beach vollebyall leagues X T 6-8P SU 2:30-7P
Outdoor Theatre Summer beach volleyball camp X M-F 9A-12P
4 Lighted Tennis Courts
Sand Volleyball Courts
Picnic Areas
Shelters
2 Playgrounds
Maintenance Building
Girls Lacrosse fields (1 large, 1 small) X

8.3 Acres Community 2 Bronco Baseball Fields 1 Regular-Skate Park $742 Yes Spring/Summer/Fall-WBA-Apprx. 100 X SA 9A-6P, SU 9A-6P M-F 4-8P SA 9A-6P, SU 9A-6P
2 Tennis Courts Summer- SportsKids Camp apprx 30 kids daily X M-F 10A-12P east & north fields
Skate Park Approximately: Summer-WPD-IBA Camps-Apprx-150 X M-F 9A-12P 5 weeks only north field
Picnic Tables 740ft. to CRC Summer- HSS Go For It Girls Camp apprx 25 X M-F 9:30A-12:30P 2 weeks only east field
Playground Fall/Spring/Summer-Pickleball Apprx 10 X W 11:30A-12:30P W 11:30A-12:30P
East Flag Football Summer Adult Drills Apprx 40/wk X

Fall-NTTF practices-Apprx-500 M-F 4:30-7:30P EAST

X

8.7 Acres Community 2 Softball Fields No Spring- HSS Girls Softball League apprx 100 X W 5-9P SA 9A-3P
2 Lighted Softball Field Spring-TSC-Tournament-Apprx. 400 X TH, F 4-10P Father's day weekend SA, SU 9A-8P Father's Day WKEND
2 Lighted Softball Field Spring/Summer-Adult softball leagues-Apprx. 210 X TU, F 6:30-10P
Upper Football Field Spring-TSC-Tournament-Apprx. 400 X TH, F 4-10P Father's day weekend SA, SU 9A-8P Father's day weekend 
Lower Football Field Summer- HSS Girls Softball League apprx 175 X M, TH 5-9P
1 Soccer Field Fall/Spring/Summer-WMSC-practice-Apprx. 40 X W 8-10P W 8-10P

Fall-WCF-3 games-Apprx. 200 X F 5-10P  
Spring-NTRC-Apprx. 100 X M, TH 6-8P
Fall-WCF-practice field-Apprx. 60 X M-F 3:30-7P
Spring/Fall-WW-Apprx. 100 X M-W 4-7P, TH 4-9P SA, SU 9-6PM M-W 4-7P, TH 4-9P SA, SU 9-8P

4.6 Acres Community Natural Area 1 ADA No
Walking Trail
Pond & Waterfall
Viewing Areas

3.4 Acres Neighborhood Playground 1 Deluxe with Sink No
Swimming Beach 1 ADA with Sink

Mallinckrodt Park 13.9 Acres Neighborhood Walkways No
Gardens
Gazebo
Pergola

2.1 Acres Neighborhood Playground 2 Regular $1,590 No Summer-Wilmette Library-Story Time Apprx 20 X 2 days 9-11A
Gazebo
1 Tennis Court
Outdoor Basketball

Shorewood Park 1.7 Acres Neighborhood Tot Lot No
Walking Path / Trail

8.2 Acres Community 2 Pinto Baseball Fields 1 Regular-Tennis $742 Yes Spring/Summer/Fall-WBA-Apprx 100 X M-F 4-7P SA 9A-6P & SU 9A-6P & 12-6P M-F 4-8P SA 9A-8P both, SU 9A-8P & 12-8P
2 Pinto Baseball Fields Spring/Summer/Fall-Local Men's group-Apprx. 20 X SU 9A-12P SU 9A-12P
4 Tennis Courts Approximately: USTA Camp Apprx 30/week X
Playground 1mi to Mallinckrodt WWTA Matches X
Ice Rink 1.3mi to Homer's / Green Bay Private Tennis Lessons Apprx 10/wk X

X

Thornwood Park

Gillson Park

Hibbard Park

Howard Park

Maple Park

Keay Nature Learning Center

Langdon Park

Avoca Park

Centennial Park

Community Playfield

Fall SeasonPortable Toilet 

$1,124

$966

$742

Spring / Summer SeasonMajority
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4.1 Acres Community 3 Tennis Courts 1 Regular-Tennis $742 Yes Fall/Spring-Coach Abe-Apprx. 80 X M 4:30-6:30P SU 2-6P M 4:30-6:30P SU 2-6P
Playground
Soccer field 775ft. To BP Gas Summer-Wilmette Library-story time-Apprx 20 X 2 days 9-11A

Spring/Fall-Wilmette Library-Walk through storybook X 8WK STORY Story signs on property for 15 weeks
Fall-World Wide Day of Play-Apprx. 250 X One day 10A-12P
Adult Tennis Drills Apprx 20/wk X

West Park 7 Acres Community Artifical Turf Yes Spring/Summer/Fall-LAF-practices only-Apprx. 180 X T-TH 3:30-5:30P SA 9-12P (AS SCH.) M-TH 3:30-5:30P (SP) & 9-12P (SU)
1 Pony Field Summer-WPD Field Hockey Camp-Apprx. 20 X 2WKS, 10A-12P
Batting Cages Approximately: Summer-WPD Girls Lacrosse Camp-Apprx. 20 X 1WK, 10A-12P
Playground 600ft. to Platform Tennis Summer-WPD Champions Camp-Apprx. 30 X 1WK, 9A-12P
Large Soccer Field Spring/Summer/Fall-WBA-Apprx 100 X SU 9A-2P (SEPT.) T, Th, F 4-8P SU 9A-1P
Medium Soccer Field Spring-RDS-Apprx. 40 X 6 WKS,  M-TH 4-6P
2 Flag Football Fields Summer- Football Camp 10 kids per week X 6WKS, M-F 10A-12P 
Community Gardens Summer- HSS Total Sports apprx 50 kids X 2WKS, M-F 9A-12P 

Fall-WJHS Field Hockey Apprx 50 X F 4-6P
Fall/Spring-WW-Apprx 100 X M-4-7P SA 9-6P M, W 4-8P SA 9-8P
Fall/Spring-WPD Adult league-Apprx. 90 X SU 2-6P SU 2-6P
Fall-WW-Apprx. 100 X M-TH 4-7P SA 9-6P (SEPT-OCT), SU 9-6P (OCT)
Spring-WPD Flag Football League-Apprx 50 X SU 1-4P

Wheeler Park .3 Acres Micro Tot Lot No

KEY:
WW-Wilmette Wings
WBA-Wilmette Baseball Association 
WPD-Wilmette Park District
OFL-Old Fella's League
WJHS-Wilmette Junior High School
IGLA-Illinois Girls Lacrosse Association
NTTF-New Trier Trevian Football
WMSC-Wilmette Men's Soccer Club
WCF-Wilmette Catholic Football
LAF-Loyola Academy Football 
NTRC-New Trier Rugby Club
RDS-Regina Domincan Softball
HSS-Hot Shots Sports

Vattmann Park
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Memorandum 
 
Date:  November 5, 2019 
 
To:  Members of the Parks & Recreation Committee 

Commissioner Michael Murdock, Chair 
Commissioner Cecilia Clarke 
Commissioner Todd Shissler  

 
From:  Emily Guynn, Superintendent of Recreation 
 
cc:  Steve Wilson, Executive Director       
              
Re:  Alcohol Guidelines for Park Permits 
 
 
Based upon a request from the Parks & Recreation Committee, staff has reviewed 
current Park District ordinances related to alcohol usage at parks and facilities. Staff 
also solicited local park districts to obtain comparison information, see attached. 
 
Currently, the Park District allows the consumption of alcohol with an approved special 
permit on a temporary, short-term basis within the confines of the District’s Community 
Recreation Center, Lakeview Center, Mallinckrodt Community Center, Wilmette Golf 
Club, or Wilmette Platform Tennis Club on such days, at such times, and under such 
conditions as the Board, in the reasonable exercise of its sole discretion, may deem 
appropriate for such use. The Park District does require a renter to obtain insurance 
coverage, listing the District as an additional insured, and also provide any and all 
endorsements to the policy. 
 
Mallinckrodt, $175 liquor liability insurance 
Lakeview, $175 liquor liability insurance 
Platform Tennis Club, renter obtains proof of insurance through PDRMA 
Golf Club, required to use in-house caterer, A La Carte Grill   
 
Staff recommends to continue allowing the consumption of alcohol with an approved 
special permit on a temporary, short-term basis within District facilities. For special 
permits within the confines of the District outdoor parks, staff recommends a $175 liquor 
liability insurance charge per requested date. 
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Excerpt from Wilmette Park District Conduct Ordinance 
 
Section 2.02.  Alcoholic Liquor.  
 
  (a)  No Person under the influence of Alcoholic Liquor, any other drug or 
drugs, intoxicating compound, or a combination thereof, as defined in Section 11 – 501 
of the Illinois Vehicle Code (625 ILCS 5/11-501), shall enter into, be, or remain on 
District Property 
 

(b)  No Person, other than the District or its agent, shall sell or deliver any 
Alcoholic Liquor on District Property, unless said Person has first obtained a Permit 
therefor from the District in accordance with Chapter V of this Ordinance.  
  

(c)  No Person shall bring into, possess, drink, consume, take, use, sell, 
deliver or transfer any Alcoholic Liquor on District Property without having first obtained 
a Permit therefor from the District in accordance with Chapter V of this Ordinance, 
unless he is in or on District Property where the possession, consumption, use, or 
transfer of Alcoholic Liquor is permitted.  
  

(d)  Every Person possessing, using, consuming, or transferring Alcoholic 
Liquor pursuant to this section shall be subject to, and shall comply with, all applicable 
federal, state, local, and District laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations regarding the 
possession, use, consumption, or transfer of Alcoholic Liquor.  
  

(e)  Any Person who is at least twenty-one (21) years of age may apply for a 
special permit in accordance with Chapter V of this Ordinance to bring into, possess, 
consume, take, use or deliver Alcoholic Liquor on a temporary, short-term basis within 
the confines of the District’s Community Recreation Center, Lakeview Center, 
Mallinckrodt Community Center, Wilmette Golf Club, or Wilmette Platform Tennis Club 
on such days, at such times, and under such conditions as the Board, in the reasonable 
exercise of its sole discretion, may deem appropriate for such use.  
  

(f)  The Board may adopt and maintain from time to time such fee schedules, 
policies, rules and regulations for the implementation and observance of this Ordinance 
as it may deem necessary and appropriate in the reasonable exercise of its sole 
discretion. 
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